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Good Tidings for 
Alberta Metis 

M.A.A. and Alberta Government 
sign new agreement 


by John Copley 


r he government of Alberta and the Metis 
Association of Alberta (MAA) have signed a 
one-year renewable agreement which establishes a 
structure for joint planning and action between the 
Association and the Alberta Government. 

MAA President Larry Desmeules, calling the 
agreement a “significant step towards self- 
determination for Metis people," said that he was 
“especially gratified” that the memorandum of 
understanding was backed by the “political will" of 
the government and the personal endorsement of 
Premier Don Getty. 

Signing the new agreement on behalf of the 
Alberta Government was Solicitor General and 
Minister Responsible for Housing and Native 
Programs, Ken Rostad. Other signatures came from 
Desmeules and the six vice-presidents of the 
Association: George Amato, Peter Campiou, August 
Collins, Dan Martel, Peter Pelletier and Gerald Thom. 

The new agreement is a first of its kind in Canada. 
It will set up a joint committee comprising of senior 
representatives of the provincial government and the 
MAA. The committee will plan and recommend joint 
action to Cabinet Ministers on issues concerning Metis 


if en Rostad said the “historic document 
Am. recognizes and promotes participation by the 
Metis people in the development of and access to 
Alberta Government programs and services.” He also 
said the new agreement would provide “a means of 
consultation and coordination in the key areas of 
education, social services, forestry, career 
development and employment, land and wildlife, 
economic development and involvement in local 
government.” 

Larry Desmeules, who said the “icing on the cake” 
was the personal words of support from Premier Getty, 
also said that now the Association could “get on with 
the job of building a strong organization and ensuring 
that the needs of Metis people are met and more 
opportunities are made available to them." 

Desmeules emphasized that it is the intention of 
I the association to focus delivery of services and the 
development of programs and projects at the local 
level, with the provincial organization acting as a 
catalyst which would provide assistance with political 
issues and liaison with government. Desmeules said 
that “we want to generate positive and substantial 
results" with the new agreement and not have the 
"organization being a paper tiger." 

Rostad says that the Alberta Government, via the 
new agreement, has re-affirmed its commitment to 
addressing the aspirations of Native Albertans through 
consultation and cooperation. 






The joint committee formed by the new agreement 
will assure interdepartmental liaison between the two 
groups and will establish two-way communication 
channels between government field staff and Metis 
Locals, and between senior government officials and 
Metis Regional Councils. This process is designed 
to contribute a greater awareness of and participation 
in government structures and programs by Alberta’s 
Metis. 


esmeules said that major announcements in 
the area of economic development, one of 
the MAA’s primary concerns, would be made in 
January 1988. Other areas to be looked at 
immediately include education, housing social 
services and environmental issues. The MAA leader 
said that the new framework agreement was the 
"beginning of a road” that would eventually “lead 
to self-determination and sclf-govprnmeni ” 

He said that he believes the new agreement “is 
the initial stages of defining exactly what self- 
government is." • 


Special Christmas 
Features 

“Rocky’s Road” by 
Rocky Woodward 

Native Services 
“Resource Guide ” 

Special “Spotlight 
on B.C. 
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It’s Christmas Time Again 


w when we join together with family and friends 
<me for goodwill, a time to be thankful for the 


JLes, it's Christmas time again — a tin 
to celebrate the festive season 

Christmas is a time for sharing, a t 

ye wfd e uL y ,o take this opportunity to wish our many readers, advertisers,sUtff friends 

-t-ssr 

this year. Perhaps you know someone who is shut-m this season if so, try a t 
a moment for a special visit. 

Merry Christmas to all — and to all a good year. 
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Indians Study Ways to 
Avoid Taxation 

...exemption considered Treaty right 


by Allan Davis 

A conference on how 
to avoid paying taxes, 
held in Edmonton the 
first week in December, 
attracted Indians from 
across Alberta. 

Experts in law and 

detail the variety of taxes 
levied on Albertans and 
Canadians, and offered 
suggestions on how Indi¬ 
ans can avoid paying 
those taxes, and receive 
rebates if they do pay 

The delegates also 
considered the formation 
of an Alberta Indian Law 
Foundation to conduct 
legal research for Indian 
people, including laws 
governing taxation. 

Indian Association of 
Alberta president Gregg 
Smith told the conference 
Indian people need to be 
educated on 
"before the government 
goes too far in abrogating 
our rights to a lot of tax 


a larger share of business 
profits. 

Richard Bartlett, a 
University of Saskatche¬ 
wan professor who wrote 
the book, “Indians and 
Taxation in Canada,” 
said that by using the 
Indian Act, the Income 
Tax Act and “every other 
act available," it is 
possible to encourage off- 
reserve economic 
development. 


At present, a Treaty 
Indian who works and 
lives on a reserve does not 
pay taxes, and neither 
does a company located 

Treaty Indians work¬ 
ing off the reserve, and 
Indian-owned companies 
located off the reserve do 
pay taxes. 

According to Smith, 
the fact there is not 
enough capital within the 
reserve system, and not 
enough 
the reserves themselves 
poses a problem. 


If Indian businesses 
move off the reserve so 
they can gain the capital 
and resources they need, 
they risk losing their tax- 

Bartlett says there are 
ways around that 
problem. 

“There are ways of 
■ developing a business in 
which the physical work 
may be located off the 
reserve but the head 
office, the directors and 
the accounting office is 
located on the reserve,” 
continued 
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he says. “That would be 
a tax-exempt situation. 

He says the goal is to 
structure the enterprise to 
make the employees as 
tax-exempt as possible, 
and that might involve 
setting the company up as 


a partnership, a trust or 
a band-owned business. 

Delegates were also 
told of a number of ways 
in which Indians can 
avoid such provincial 
taxes as those on gasoline 
and hotel rooms. • 


Christmas 

by Loretta Miskenack 

A family together 
On Christmas day 
Fills the heart 
With love 

Amid the sounds of laughter 
And the heavenly smells 
Of Christmas delights. 

And under the Christmas tree 
Gaily wrapped gifts 
We see 

Given in the true fashion 
Of Christmas spirit 

How it warms my heart 
To see the children smile 
To hear the sound of little feet 
Amid such happy cheer 


Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year 
from 

R. REINHART 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 
435-0666 

300,5241 Calgary Trail S. Bound 
Edmonton, Alberta T6H 5G8 


Seasons Greetings & Happy New Year from 

CON-WEST 

«= STRUCTURES LTD. 


Suppliers of all Building Materials 

"Serving Alberta's 
Native Community Since 1977" 

• General Contractors 

• Project Management 

• Consulting Services 

483-9436 697-3880 

Edmonton Fort Chipewyan 

XJ9-0732 Mobile 

#201,17205 -106 A Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5S1M7 


Whitecourt Pilots Slatwall Mill Project 

...first in Alberta creates much needed employment in north 

compiled and edited by Susan Brown 


A slatwall conversion 
mill project in White- 
court, Alberta will receive 
over $282,000 in govern¬ 
ment assistance. Part of. 
the $282 thousand in 
funding comes from the 
federal government’s new 
Western Diversification 
Office. The other portion 
comes from a joint fede¬ 
ral/provincial program 
designed to develop 
Alberta’s north. 

Berard Valcourt, fed¬ 
eral Minister of State for 
Small Business and Tour¬ 
ism, and A1 Adair, Alber¬ 
ta’s Minister responsible 
for Northern Develop¬ 
ment announced the 
funding of $172,000 for 
the project to be deve¬ 
loped under the Canada- 
Alberta Northern Devel¬ 
opment Subsidiary Agree¬ 
ment. 

At the same time, Bill 
McKnight, the fed’s min¬ 


ister responsible for the 
Western Diversification 
Office announced that 
WallsandForms Interna¬ 
tional Inc. will receive 
over $ 110 thousand 
under the Industrial and 
Regional Development 
Program (IRDP). 

The operation in White- 
court will manufacture 
slatwall panels. These 
panels are made from 
laminated medium-dens¬ 
ity fibreboard and have 
“T” shaped grooves that 
run across the width — 
making them useful in 
retail stores and office fix¬ 
tures used for display 
purposes. 

The $940,000 project 
is expected to create 22 
permanent jobs in the 
Whitecourt area and will 
generate sales in excess of 
$16 million over a three- 
year period. 

The Northern Devel¬ 


opment Agreement is 
administered and equally 
funded by the federal 
Depart of Regional Indus¬ 
trial Expansion (DRIE) 
and Alberta’s Northern 
Development Branch. 

The Western Diversifi¬ 


cation Office was estab¬ 
lished this August in an 
effort to coordinate and 
deliver regional devel¬ 
opment activities that is 
designed to strengthen 
and diversify the .western 
economy. • 



The Management and staff 
wish all the Native and 
Metis families a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year 

DROP IN FOR ALL YOUR 
HOLIDAY FLORAL NEEDS! 


FLORAL 

ENHANCEMENT 


Located in the Co-Op Shopping Centre 

Phone 645-5159 


DEE CEE AUTO 
GLASS & TRIM 


Season’s Greetings 
and 

Best Wishesfor the Holidays 
from 

POLICE CHIEF 
OLIVER LONGNECK 
CONSTABLES 
& STAFF 

Please Drive With Caution During the 
Holiday Season and Remember 
Alcohol and Driving Don’t Mix. 

“Your Family, Friends Need You Not 
Only Now But For Many Years to Come 

HOBBEMA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 
585-3767 

Box 570, Hobbema, Alberta TOC 1N0 


K K K 

TRIPLE K 

OILFIELD SERVICE 


■ Complete Upholstery Service 

■ Antique & Modern Furniture 

■ R.V.’s, Auto, Trucks, Boats 
Snowmobiles & Aircraft 

■ Convertible & Vinyl Tops 

■ Carpeting & All Accessories 

878-3235 

Main Street, Box 252, Hay Lakes 


• VACUUM & WATER TRUCK 

SERVICE 

• 400 Barrel, Buried & Premix Tanks 
• Well Sight Trailer Rentals 

• Sump, Trash, 6" long distance pumps 

• Shock Subs & Jar 
• 24 HOUR SERVICE 


Box 3003, High Level, AB 
High Level Mobile X7I-2398 
TELEPHONE 926-4184 
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Funds Sought for Dr. Anne Anderson Monument 

...park named after her has no identification --- 





by Susan Brown 

A campaign is under¬ 
way to raise funds for a 
monument honoring Dr. 
Anne Anderson and her 
extensive contribution to 
the preservation of the 
Cree language and 
culture. 

The monument will be 
erected in Dr. Anne 
Anderson Park, an orna¬ 
mental park in west 
Edmonton which the City 
of Edmonton named in 
her honor nearly three 
years ago. 

The park, located at 
10515-162 Street, has no 
marker indicating it’s 
name nor does it let 
visitors know what her 
accomplishments are. 

Fe than 20 years, with 
limited resources, Dr. 
Anderson has devoted 
her life to the preserva¬ 
tion of the Cree language 
and the culture and 
history of Alberta’s 
Native people. 

The St. Albert born 
Metis woman’s accomp¬ 
lishments include the 
publication of a Cree 
dictionary, plus 54 other 
books, thousands of hours 
of Cree classes, as well 


as speeches and lectures 
to a wide variety of 
audiences. 

In recognition of her 
contributions, Dr. Ander¬ 
son received an honorary 
doctor of laws degree 
from the University of 
Alberta, the Native 
Council of Canada 
Award and numerous 
other citations and 
awards. 

She is the founder and 
president of Crge Pro¬ 
ductions, which pub¬ 
lished many of her books, 
and founder of the Native 
Heritage and Cultural 
Centre. 

Last year she published 
a history of St. Albert, and 
is now working on her 
biography and a new and 
expanded version of her 
Cree dictionary. 

Born more than 80 
years ago to a Scottish 
father and Cree mother, 
her varied and busy life 
is an integral part of the 
history of this province. 

women would be starting 
to take life easy, Dr. 
Anderson, inspired by a 
vision, began the difficult 
and demanding task that 
continued 
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has consumed her life for 
the past two decades. 

The vision which gave 
Dr. Anderson her path in 
life came in a dream. She 
says the dream goes like 

“Long ago in a Cree 
camp there lived a 
woman who didn't take 
the traditional ways of 
her people too seriously 
and when the white man 
came, she immediately 
tried to get as many of 
his tools and goods as she 
could to work with. She 
even refused to sew with 
sinew ortouseboneawls. 

work didn’t last like the 
others did who used 
sinew for all their sewing. 
The seams were always 
breaking open on the 
moccasins and other 
articles she made. 

“One night when she 
went to sleep, she had a 
dream. She was out on the 
prairie looking for ideas 
for designs when she saw 
a large white buffalo 
approaching her. It was 
furious, bellowing and 
throwing up dirt, so she 
ran to an old buffalo 
corral close by and 
Climbed up as high as she 
could. The buffalo stayed 
at the base of the corral, 
snorting angrily, and in 
spite of her fright the 
woman could not help 
admiring the beast. It was 
dazzlingly white even to 
its hooves, while its 
rippling muscles 
reminded her of snow 

“In her dream she was 
kept captive on the corral 
for two days, during 
which time she re-lived 
her past life and began to 
feel guilty about ignoring 
her own Native materials 
while using those of the 

“She prayed to the 
Great Spirit to spare her 
from being killed by this 
angry animal. She also 
promised that, should she 
be spared from this 
buffalo, she would go 
back making moccasins 
and clothing in the tra¬ 
ditional way. The first 


article she was to make 
would be a teepee back¬ 
rest cover, creating her 
own special designs. 

“When she awoke in 
the morning, she remem¬ 
bered her dream and 
immediately discarded 
all her thread and needles. 
She then got some sinew, 
made a bone awl and 
worked long, labourous 
days to create a beautiful 
teepee backrest cover. 
The design used, told the 
story of her dream and 
showed the white buffalo 
at the foot of the corral 
with her on the top-most 

“She was given the 
name of White Buffalo 
Woman and her story 
lives on through the 
teepee backrest design, a 
design which has been 
passed down to her 
descendants.” 

It is fitting that a small 


piece of the land she 
helped to pioneer should 
bear her name, and that 

placed there to honor her. 

Cash donations are 
encouraged, and tax 
deductible receipts will 
be issued to donors who 
request them. 

A list of donors will be 
published in a future issue 
of this newspaper. 

Contributions should 
be sent to: Dr. Anne 
Anderson Park Monu¬ 
ment Fund, care of the 
Native Heritage and 
Cultural Centre located 
at 12555-127 Street in 
Edmonton. Cheques 
should be made out to the 
Dr. Anderson Park Mon¬ 
ument Fund. 

Please be sure to 
include name and address 
so a receipt can be sent 





24 HOUR SERVICE L4 

Strawberry Service Station 
(1985) Ltd. 

• New Holland Parts Distributor for West 

• AC Equipment 

• Truckstop • Tire Repairs • Restaurant 
Box 300, Kinuso, AB TOG 1K0 

• 775-3654 * 775-2266 


EDMONTON SECRETARIAL 

COLLEGE LTD. 

=» s0 V vea ' The School With The 4 Day Week 



Additional Skills Training Will Increase 
Your Opportunity 

Of Finding a Job In The Secretarial 
Reid. Financial Assistance is Available 
For Eligible Students Wishing To 
Upgrade Their Skills. r 

Free employment referrals 
After Hours: 

962-3074 & 487-3541 



See Us Regarding Financial Assistance 



Wishing You 
A Merry 

SACRED 

HEART 

PARISH 

welcomes you to the 
Boyle McCauley 
Community 

Eucharistic Celebration! 

Every Sunday 
10:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m 
10821 - 96 Street 
Edmonton 
* 422-3052 


The BROTHERS of 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES 

are a religious order of men who have 
chosen a special way of Christian life. They 
have a life in common, remain celibate for 
the sake of the Kingdom of God, and desire 
to make God’s love tangible through their 
apostolic activities throughout the world. 

Information: 

Bro. Christopher den Ridder Br. John Maas 

167 Malibou Rd S.W. Box 910 

Calgary, Alberta Taber, Alberta 

T2V1X5 T0K2G0 

Ph. 253-4212 / 252-4855 Ph. 223-3272 


453-6654 

FOR YOUR 


"Simply the most advanced and complete NO-OBLIGATION 
home water treatment system NO-COST!! 

you can buy!" Yes, we wit! 


New in Alberta! 

ULTRA-PRO 

DON'T POLLUTE YOUR PERSONAL SYSTEM! 

... use technology that protects you from water's hidden pollutants 



MEW TECH INTERNATIONAL MARKETING LTD. 

16425 - 117 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5M 3V3 

PHONE: 453-6654 
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rK ron 

HODGSON 


Pontiac Buick CMC Ltd. 


• SALES 

• LEASING 

• PARTS 

• AUTOBODY 

• SERVICE 




458-7100 


LOVEs 

CONVERSION 

CENTRE 

• Specializing in Propane & Natural Gas Conversions 
• Repairs & Installations • Equipment and Supplies 
• Complete Automotive Repairs & Servicing 
• Government Certified 

CALL DAVE LOVE 

398-8449 

Residence 392-3529 




<$atiui6 Wiatoyd dtMtft ^Native &. B/ldiA BamifuA 

CHEC VIDEO 


FORT McMURRAY’S VIDEO EXPERTS 
SPECIALIZING IN: 

• Converter Rentals • 

• Computer Sales • 

• TV & VCR Rentals & Sales • 

We also distribute videos to the following areas 
• Boyle • Chard 
• Plamondon • Anzar 

450 - 208 Beacon Hill Drive 
Fort McMurray, Alberta T9H 2R1 

® 791-9193 


Don’s Auto Body 

We do glass replacements 


Phone 523-3666 High Prairie 


An Opening Prayer 
For Christmas 

Christmas day is often started with a prayer. 
These prayers are for giving thanks for today 
and for wishing to express a chance to see 
another tomorrow. This is an opening prayer 
often used in the Cree community. 

Nohtawenan saweyiminan oma Ka Kesikak 
Our father, bless us on this day, 

Ayis Kiyehewini pimatisiwin 
For your breath is life, 

Saweyiminan mena ota mamawi Kayayahk 
and Bless us here together, 

Meyinan, muskawisewin mena ayinesewin 
Give us — strength and wisdom, 

Ta natohtamahk menata nahehtamahk 
To listen and to hear, 

Namoya ayiwakeyimowin ta pimitsahamahk 
Not to follow enviousness, 

Meyinan asumena ta wapahtamahk 
Give us again to see, 

Sakastewini mena ka nanaskomitinan 
Sunrise and sunset 
Hiy hiy ki nanaskomitinan 
Thank you, we are all most thankful, 

Pitane ekosi teyihki 
Hoping that will happen. 



• PROGRAM* 

36 Regular Games 
15 - V4 the House Games 

1 BONANZA -1 Early Bird and 1 Tag Along Game 
Weekday Afternoons 

12:45 p.m. Early Bird -1:00 Pre-Call -1:30 Regular 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY AFTERNOON 

Early Bird 1:30 p.m. Pre-Call 1:45 p.m. 
Regular Games 2:00 p.m. 

EVENING GAMES 


GOOD NEIGHBOR GAME EACH 
EVENING DURING DECEMBER 
PRIZE PAY OUT $500 
Half House Games — Gold Cards Double 


Afternoons & Evenings 


RAPID BINGO LEDUC 
986-0008 986-2112 
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Indian Affairs Says Alexander 
Election Illegal 

...Chief says band being “held hostage” 


Enoch Plans 
Plebiscite on Dump 

...see opportunity in city’s 


by Dave Moser 

Alexander Reserve — 
Band elections here held 
under new rules have 
been ruled illegal by 
Indian Affairs because 
they did not have the 
prior approval of the 
department. 

Indian Affairs funding 
is being held back until 
a new election is held, 
over the objections of 
chief and council, but 
some band members are 
also challenging the 
election. 

The problem arose 
when the previous chief 
and council voted to 
change the election rules, 
reducing the number of 
councillors from eight to 
six, and raising the min¬ 
imum voting age from 18 
to 21. 

The election was then 
held under those new 
rules without prior 
approval in writing from 
Indian Affairs. 


Department officials 
say the election is illegal 
because the changes were 
not approved in advance, 
in writing by the depart¬ 
ment. They say funding 
in the new fiscal year, 
beginning April 1, 1988, 
will be withheld until a 
new election is held. In 
the meantime the band is 
operating on funds 
remaining in the budget 
for the current fiscal year. 

Chief Allan Paul, who 
was re-elected in that 
election, says the depart¬ 
ment’s refusal to recog¬ 
nize the election goes 
against the wishes of the 
more than 270 band 
members who voted. He 
says the department is 
“holding us hostage” by 
withholding funding, use 
money to which the band 
is entitled to keep the 
band in line with the 
Indian Act. 

But a group of about 
100 band members are 
not happy about the 


LM. ELECTRIC 

Serving the High Prairie area for nine years. 


FREE ESTIMATES 


@ 355-3657 

Faust, Alberta 


SEASON'S GREETINGS FROM 



"For Your Complete Foreign and Domestic 
Muffler & Exhaust System Needs” 

• FREE ESTIMATES 
4013-57 Street, Wetaskiwin, AB 

352-0495 (Wetaskiwin Transmission Buildins) 


Lake Country 
Carpets & Drapery 

594-3450 


(Located in the Quonset Buildi 


- Ceramic Tile 

- Custom Binding 


WE OFFER: 

- Quarry Tile 

- Free Estimates 

- Guaranteed Workmanship & Materials 

30% OFF 

Venetians, W Micro Venetians 
& Vertical Blinds 
® 594-3450 OR @ 639-4238 


election changes. Claim¬ 
ing they were misled 
about the changes, 
they’ve signed a petition 
calling for a new election 
under the act. 

The group says they 
had been told the changes 
had been passed and were 
surprised to find out they 
hadn’t been passed. Don 
Lupo, the lawyer for the 
group, says they are 
concerned that the “ille¬ 


gal’’ election could harm 
the band’s credit rating, 
putting their future in 
question. 

Chief Paul has rejected 
the petition. He said the 
changes were discussed 
at two band meetings in 
July, and that should be 
sufficient. 

"There won’t be any 
new election," Paul 



Season’s Greetings to all our Customers 


LaCrete Transport lid. 


• General Freight and Livestock Hauling 

• HFBoy and Low-Boy 

• Serving LaCrete, Fort Vermilion, 
Edmonton, Keg River and Rocky Lane 

msm .i Box 248, LaCrete 

STOCKYARDS 928-3848 EDMONTON 452-8970 

TRUCK All DEPOT 


Stop & Go 

Maintenance Ltd* 

8125 Fraser Ave., Ft. McMurray 

® 743-6326 

| Merry Christmas to all our Native Friends & Families j 


Wishing You and Yours 
A Very Merry Christmas 

GOODFISH LAKE 
Development Corporation 


Manufacturers of work clothing including cover¬ 
alls, shirts, pants and safety clothes. 
Industrial and commerical dry cleaning servic¬ 
ing the area from Edmonton to Lloydminster, 
Fort McMurray to Vegreville. 

General Delivery 
Goodfish Lake, Alberta T0A 1R0 

s* 636-2863 


by Cory Boulet 

The Enoch Indian 
band, whose reserve 
borders the west side of 
Edmonton, think that 
there may be an oppor¬ 
tunity for them in the 
city’s hotly disputed 
garbage problem. 

They’re planning a 
plebiscite of members to 
seek approval for the 
development of a high 
quality, engineered land¬ 
fill facility, despite city 
council’s recent rejection 
of their site in favor of a 
site near Lamont. 

Calgary consultant 
Seig Beckedorf says in a 
November 9 letter to 
Edmonton aldermen that, 
“the band and ourselves 
are prepared to structure 
a mutually-beneficial 
arrangement with the city 


and/or the other involved 
municipalities." 

The proposed Enoch 
site was not included in 
a list of five possible sites 
to replace the overflow¬ 
ing Clover Bar dump in 
a report prepared for city 
council by Stanley and 
Associates. The Enoch 
site was left off the list 
for environmental 

The report says prelim¬ 
inary assessment of the 
Enoch site, “indicate that 
hydrogeology may not 
conform to provincial 
guidelines for landfil¬ 
ling.” However, the 
report also says the 
discussions indicate “that 
suitable areas have been 
identified and that sub¬ 
surface investigations 

undertaken.” • 
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Retired Council Chairman Honoured 


Photos and Story courtesy 
ofCVC 

After ten years of 
active service with the 
Smith Community Edu¬ 
cation Committee and 
the Councii of Commu¬ 
nity Education Commit¬ 
tees (CCEC), Arlene 


Olafson is handing the 
gavel to others. 

Following the monthly 
CCEC meeting at the 
Community Vocational 
Centres Boardroom, the 
surprised retiring CCEC 

framed remembrance 
photograph of the first 



Retiring Chairperson of CVC's Council, Arlene Olafson, 
cuts the cuke which we presented to her following the 
regular Council meeting. 



^Wmij Cfoislmos lo off ou» Jwiwfe 
in Ik fDcnc-llin. iflllb dJcd TJiwn. TIoijm c Cw» ami 
WfCwCRanifcl" 

Twm “C” ED®@Mg 

Electrical Contracting & Maintenance 



La Crete, Alberta 


FOOT 

VIDEO ★ ★ 

REPLAY (1986) LI 

& 

VILNA GENERAL STORE 

• Movie Rentals • Video Rentals 


992-0933 636-3570 


CCEC Workshop held in 
Edmonton in 1985. Karl 
Gongos, CVC President, 
read letters on behalf of 
the Hon. Dave Russell, 
Minister of Advanced 
Education, and on behalf 
of the institution. Well 
wishers included educa¬ 
tion committee repre¬ 
sentatives from ten com¬ 
munities as well as CVC 
staff members. 

Mrs. Olafson has pro¬ 
vided ten years of untiring 
service to adult education 
endeavors in north cen¬ 
tral Alberta. She partic¬ 
ipated in the formation 
and continued operation 
of the Community Edu¬ 
cation Committee at 
Smith. Her participation 
in the formation, opera¬ 
tion and chairmanship of 
the CCEC contributed 
significantly to the feel¬ 
ings of constructive 
“ownership” of adult 
education by its manag¬ 
ers and recipients partic¬ 
ularly in Improvement 
District 17. The Hon. D. 
Russell capably summa¬ 
rized the Council’s feel¬ 
ings when he indicated in 
his letter that: 

"your sincere and 
dedicated efforts through 
the committee process 
have helped achieve 
important educational 
opportunities for the 
region's most valuable 
resource — its people. 
Your recent decision to 


leave for reasons of 
health will without doubt 
represent the loss of a 
highly valued team con¬ 
tributor to all who have 
had the pleasure of work¬ 
ing with you throughout 
the past decade.” 

The needs of adult 
learners were forefront in 
Mrs. Olafson's mind. Of 
special concern were the 
“in-betweeners” — 
young people who neither 
had opportunities for high 
school classes in their 
home communities nor fit 
the age criteria for adult 
status as requirements for 
participating in post¬ 
secondary education 
institutions. The 
$ST3Early School Lea- 
versSST 1 study which 
was commissioned by the 
Northern Alberta Devel¬ 
opment Council in the 
early 1980’s and its 
recommendations in 
1984 were fully sup¬ 
ported by Mrs. Olafson 
and the Council. Coop¬ 
erative community edu¬ 
cation is now becoming 
not only a byword in 
many northern commu¬ 
nities, it is being practised 
by them. 

The volunteer services 
of Mrs. Olafson will be 
missed by all who know 
her. Mr. Gongos indi¬ 
cated in his letter which 
was read to Mrs. Olafson 
and the Council that: 

“while I sadly realize 


STYLE* RITE 
CLEANERS 

STEAMEX 

The Very Best in Carpet Cleaning 
Equipment and Supplies 


® 791-0552 

"Season's Greetings to all our Friends & Customers" 


Merry Christmas to all 
from Ken and Staff at 


AGAMEMNON’S 

RESTAURANT 


Recently opened at 10th Street side of the 
Cold Lake Shopping Centre. 

HOURS: 5:30 a.tn. to Midnight 
Monday to Satruday 
12 Noon to Midnight 
Sunday 

DELIVERIES UNTIL 3:00 A.M. 
FRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS 


639-4308 


and accept the reasons 
you must resign, I take 
comfort in the fact that 
your presence in our 
centre’s direction and day 
to day affairs will con¬ 
tinue to live on in the 
spirit that you have been 
so instrumental in creat¬ 
ing. You as an individual 
have truly made a pos¬ 
itive, lasting difference in 


the education of adults in 
northern Alberta.” 

The tribute to this 
active citizen of Alberta 
by the CVC President 
was enthusiastically 
supported by Council and 
CVC staff members as 
best wishes were given 
for a happy retire- 



Arlene Olafson receives her retirement gift from the new 
CVC Council of Community Education Committees, 
Chairperson Richard L-Hirondelle. 
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National Native Association of Treatment Directors 


...an organization on the move 


by Gordon Paul 

The National Native 
Association of Treatment 
Directors was formed in 
1982 by eight treatment 
directors who met at a 


these meetings the var¬ 
ious directors found that 
they shared many com¬ 
mon problems. Some of 


these problems include 
staff burnout, feelings of 
isolation, and the urgent 
need to improve services 
to attack the single 
largest killer of Native 
people today — alcohol 
and drug abuse. 

represents thirty-five 
directors from across 
Canada. The registered 
non-profit organization 



holds quarterly board 
meetings and meets with 
its membership each 
spring and fall. It employs 
a full time Executive 
Director (Rod Jeffries), 
who in turn employs full 
time and part time staff 
in order to carry out the 
required support services. 
The association is 
currently receiving its 
funding from the 
National Native Alcohol 
and Drug Abuse Program 
of Health and Welfare, 
Canada. 

“Our primary goal,” 
says organization confer¬ 
ence coordinator Ona 
Fiddler-Berteig, “is the 
provision of quality 


addiction services in a 
non-medical setting to 
our people who suffer 
directly or indirectly from 
alcohol and/or drug 

The other goals and 
objectives of the organi- 

five parts. These are: To 
coordinate regular meet¬ 
ings of the directors for 
the purpose of sharing 
information, developing 
resources and identifying 
needs and training issues; 
to encourage the devel¬ 
opment of suitable train¬ 
ing programs for the staff 
and to help identify staff 
development and training 


centres in the provision of 
high quality services 
when requested: to 
attempt to insure that 
research being done in 
the area of Native addic¬ 
tion is practical; and 
finally by participating in 
the decision making 
process and issues that 
relate to treatment and 
act as a resource to the 
decision making bodies. 

The members of the 
association operate on 
the concept that alcohol¬ 
ism is a disease, therefore 
the client entering treat¬ 
ment must be sober and 
capable of deciding 
whether or not he wants 
treatment. Once the 


commitment is made the 
client enters the program 
with full support of the 
organization, but the 
clients commitment to 
take responsibility for 
treatment ensures maxi- 

“Among our endea¬ 
vours," says Fiddler- 
Berteig, “we have the 
development of a Thera¬ 
peutic Recreation and 
Physical Development 
program. The program 
began “with the realiza¬ 
tion that in order for a 
treatment model to be 
holistic it must include 
leisure, recreation, and 
physical development as 
continued 
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Plan to Attend 

The Spirit Sings 



OPTI MARK OPTICAL 
SERVICES LTD. 


Prescription Service, Repairs, 

0 Adjustments, Lab Facility 

GREETINGS TO THE 
NATIVE PEOPLE 


WEST BROOK MALL ST. PAUL 
ALBERTA 


TVt&ity to-1 
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Best wishes to the native families from: 

CM TRACTOR ltd 

GRAND CENTRE, ALTA. 

594-5190 594-5838 

mobile: XJ27923, XJ63436 


• Heavy Equipment Repair Services 

• Heavy & Light Truck Repair 

• Wellhead & Pump Jack 

• Service To The Oilfield 

• Mobile Repair 

• General Welding 

• B Pressure Welding 

• Concrete Base Installation 

• Automotive Parts 

• Pump Jack Installation & Maintenance 

• Structural & Fabrication 


GIVE US A CALL 



Plan to attend The Spirit Sings: Artistic Traditions of Canada’s First Peoples at the 
Glenbow Museum in Calgary. 

Shell Canada is the exclusive sponsor of this unique exhibition of rare Indian 
and Inuit art objects gathered from the world's museums. 

The exhibition features over 650 historical art objects from some 20 countries. 
Don't miss the opportunity to view these fine Canadian Indian and Inuit art objects 
presented together for the first time, as part of the 1988 Olympic Arts Festival. 
Admission for adults is $6.00. For students, children 6 to 12 years, and seniors 65 
years and over it is $5.00. Children under 6 years enter free. 

For information on group tours and special programs, call the Glenbow Museum 
at (403) 269-2112. 

Tickets are available at all Alberta Bass outlets or at the Glenbow Museum, 

130 - 9th Avenue S.E., Calgary. Mail orders may be placed through BASS by writing 
P.O. Box 1060, Station M, Calgary, Alberta T2P 2K8. 


Glenbow Museum - Calgary 
January 15 - May 1, 1988 



















integral components.” 

The organizatioh has 
other extensive training 
programs in various 
areas, some of which 
include the healing power 
of laugh and play; grief 
and grieving; and group 
facilitation skill 
development. 

Fiddler-Berteig says 
the organization is cur¬ 
rently researching the 
issue of inhalant/solvent 
abuse and will soon 
develop a prevention and 
treatment program that 


will be available to both 
treatment centres, and 
communities. 

alive is the planning of a 
National Native Confer¬ 
ence on Addictions which 
is taking place at the 
Hotel Vancouver, in 
Vancouver, B.C. from 
February 22 through the 
25th, 1988.” 

The conference theme, 
“Bridges Into Tomor¬ 
row”, according to 
Fiddler-Berteig, was 
developed “from the 




Native caregivers, as well 
as members of our society 
in general, have a respon¬ 
sibility towards ensuring 
the restoration of our 
proud nations, thus secur¬ 
ing our position in the 

The aftercare program 
says Fiddler-Berteig is 
the key to the whole 
thing. “Maintaining 
sobriety is what aftercare 
is about,” she says, and 
adds that a good aftercare 


program “can be our new 
weapon.” She cited the 
Alkali Lake situation as 
an ideal role model which 
“witnessed a 98% 
decrease in alcoholism 
over a ten year period." 

Proper aftercare helps 
in many ways, she adds. 
The aftercare system she 
says helps victims of 
substance abuse deal with 
psychological impacts of 
withdrawal; helps people 
develop a new social 
network; and helps peo- 
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HIGH PRAIRIE 

AUTO & SALVAGE SALES 



BOX 716 

HIGH PRAIRIE, AB 


523-2610 


nmoosiR 

FOOD STORES 

High Prairie, AB Call 523-3855 

OPEN 6:30 a.m.-12:30 a.m. 


pie to learn to live sober. 
Other benefits see the 
programs helping 
patients to identify what 
is actually normal pain 
and stress, guidance for 
clients who are attempt¬ 
ing to rebuild their lives 
as well as the provision 
of a network of easily 
accessible human ser¬ 
vices for the recovering 

The Vancouver con¬ 
ference coming up in 
February is designed to 
act as a forum where 
people can consult, dis¬ 


cuss, develop new ideas 

information on drug and 
alcohol abuse issues 
which impact society in 
general — and specifi¬ 
cally Native communi- 

The National Native 
Association of Treatment 
Directors’ head office is 
in Saskatchewan and you 
can contact the associa¬ 
tion by calling (306) 934- 
1646, or by writing Box 
1882, Saskatoon, Saskat¬ 
chewan, S7K 3S2. • 
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WORK WEAR 
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Giving, Caring, Sharing — Noble Traditions 


by Tom Lefthand 

Christmas ...the time to 
give, to share, to care. 

If one were to put the 
above into perspective, it 
would be like turning 
back the pages of history 
to a time when Indian 
customs and traditions 
were observed. In this 
case, we are talking 
mainly about the con¬ 
cepts of giving, caring, 
and sharing. 

Historically, Christmas 
was not celebrated by the 
Indians. It simply was not 
an Indian custom or 
tradition. It was not part 
of the Indian culture. 

The concepts pro¬ 
moted by Christmas, 
however, are part and 
parcel of everyday tradi¬ 
tional beliefs and prac¬ 
tices of Indian people. 
Problem is, over the years 
these values, which were 
once cherished by Indian 
people, have for some, 
lost their sense of 
direction. 

No longer are the 
Christmas concepts of 
our story title followed by 
all people. In fact, it 
seems that as each year 
passes, there are fewer 
and fewer who hold last 
to such noble concepts. 
They are but a few of the 
prized values that have 


fatten by the wayside as 
the impact of civilization 
took its toll. 

Christmas is also said 
to be that time when 
tribute is paid in recog¬ 
nition of the birth of the 
Christ Child and the ideal 
that His love for the 
human race should be the 
stage for the actions of 
people in conjunction 


with the rest of humanity. 
Is this an ideal that asks 
too much? Should people 
not care about other 

What then remains in 
the celebration of Christ¬ 
mas? It is supposed to be 
that time when mankind 
offers peace and goodwill 
to their fellow man. But 
do they? What is reality? 


Are there so many selfish 
people out there that the 
good in man has almost 
completely vanished. 
Why is it that some 
people think of these 
concepts only at Christ¬ 
mas time? 

Why are the concepts 
of sharing and caring a 
one-shot deal? Why are 
they only practiced by 
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Mackenzie 
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Inuvik’s FIRST Hotel... 


★ Fully Licenced 

★ Newly Renovated 

★ 32 Deluxe Rooms 

★ Executive Suites 
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* Convention, Banquet 
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* Comfortable Rooms 
with Color TV 
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6 Nights A Week 


m 979-2861 
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MOVING & TRANSPORT LTD. 
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Phone 24 Hours 
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UMA Engineering Ltd. 

Engineers, Planners & Surveyors 

• Urban Development (403) 483- 

• Resource Development 

• Transportation Systems 17007 - 107 A 
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• Legal Surveys/Mapping T5 


KENNEDY OILFIELD 

SERVICES LTD. 

E 742-5235 

Stettler Mobile Nos. 
551-9634 554-5703 

• Oilfield Maintenance and Service 
• Pipeline Construction 


Mailing Address: Box 1416, Stettler, A 


742-5235 


Slave Lake 
Specialties 

• General Oilfield Maintenance • Valve Servicing 
• Steam Cleaning • Sandblasting and Painting 

• 24 Hour Service 

^siaiye Lake^ Alberta.849-3863 


some at Christmas and 
only at Christmas? Don’t 
people count all year 
long? Are we humans so 
inconsiderate of one 
another that we cannot 
extend these basic con¬ 
cepts so that they are in 
effect throughout the 

A few years ago, a very 
dear friend of mine was 
faced with the unpleasant 
task of having to spend 
Christmas alone. Com¬ 
pletely alone. He lived in 
Edmonton and his name 
was Bob Vincent. 

The very thought of 
spending Christmas 
alone can be quite shat¬ 
tering. Can you imagine 
spending Christmas 
alone when you know full 
well that everyone else 


has a family and friends 
to share those moments 
with? 

Anyway, Vincent had 
been divorced about 
three years earlier. He 
had no relatives in the 
city. His sons, who lived 
elsewhere, would again 
be spending Christmas 
with their mother. Things 
looked pretty glum for 
Vincent. No place to go, 
no one to be with. The 
more he thought about it 
the worse things seemed. 
Things got right down 
depressing for Vincent. 
It’s a good thing he wasn’t 
the suicidal type. Others 
in his position have often 
not fared as well. Fortu¬ 
nately he was strong of 
character and was not the 
continued 
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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
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• Full Day Care Service 
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Merry Christmas! 

ARMY NAVY AIRFORCE CLUB 
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Merry Christmas from.... 
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kind to let emotions give 
way to foolhardy action. 

Knowing that such 
situations are prevalent in 
society does raise a lot of 
questions. What if Vin¬ 
cent hadn’t been strong? 
How many other people 
are out there with no one 
to turn to? What about 
the orphans? The foster 
children? The widows? 
The widowers? The old? 
The shut-ins? The forgot¬ 
ten? Where do they go? 
To whom do they turn? 
Let’s pick up on Vincent 


for a moment. 

On another occasion, a 
year or so later, Vincent 
planned to spend Christ¬ 
mas in Peace River. He 
knew a family up there 
and visited with them 
whenever time permitted. 
The family knew Vincent 
had no one to spend 
Christmas and had 
invited him to their home. 
Gratefully, Vincent 
accepted and though not 
a family member, was 
given a Christmas gift. 
That gesture, along with 


CARIBOO 

REDI-MIX & 
CONTRACTING 

* Road* Roofing* Pulvertized* Drainlock 

* Masonry Products* Loaders* Backhoes 
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The Metis Association of Alberta is 
now accepting applications for a 
SENIOR SECRETARY 



Edmonton, AB T5L 4H4 
Attention: Office Manager 
or call 455-2200 for further information 
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To all of our many Native patrons and friends. 
• Accounting • Notary Public 
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Sunni Leanne Walker 


(FOUR STAR TAX SERVICE! 
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the meal, the companion¬ 
ship and the invitation 
really made Vincent’s 
Christmas very special 
that year. 

That these types of 
situations exist cannot be 


Alberta Writer’s Novel 
Becomes Feature Film 

...provincial contest presents opportunity for local talent 


refuted. There are a great 
many people out there 
who have no one to spend 
Christmas with. They 
populate the jails, the 
hostels, the hospitals, the 
seniors' homes. They are 
the rich and they are the 
poor and they have a 
common problem — 
loneliness. 

My question is, “what 
have you done for the 
lonely? Will you ever do 
anything?” It doesn't take 
all that much to bring one 
person into your life, your 
heart, your home. Is it 
really that much trouble 
to add one more person 
to your table? What the 
heck, you’ve got to cook 
a dinner anyway so 
what’s one more plate. 

Seriously. Stop and 
think. I’ll bet you can 
think of at least one, 
maybe two people, who 
just might have to spend 
Christmas alone. Now is 
your chance. Do some¬ 
thing about it. Change the 
course of one person’s 
Christmas and you have 
helped change the course 
of history. Think of the 
personal satisfaction in 
helping your fellow man. 
Remember, it is supposed 
to be the time of caring 
and sharing and love. 

Perhaps in the name of 
humanity and con¬ 
science, you may find 
yourself having an even 
more enjoyable Christ¬ 
mas knowing that you 
were able, and did in fact, 
help someone else have 
a “Merry Christmas.”* 



Marilyn Halvorson of 
Sundre, Alberta, winner 
of the 1987 Alberta Cul¬ 
ture and Multiculturalism 
Writing Competition, 
will soon see her novel. 
Cowboys Don’t Cry, on 
the silver screen. 

The $2.9 million feature- 
length film is being 
directed by Edmonton’s 
Anne Wheeler, who was 
acclaimed for her film 
Loyalties, only last year. 
Wheeler has also written 
the film script for Cow¬ 
boys Don’t Cry — a film 
which is being produced 
by Atlantis Films Limited 
of Toronto. The film tells 
the story of teenager, 
Shane Morgan, and the 
stormy relationship he 
has with his rodeo father, 
Josh. 

The filming of this con¬ 
temporary drama began 
this summer and con¬ 
cluded in mid-September. 
Filming locations includ¬ 
ed areas in and around 
Edmonton and Pincher 
Creek. 

Dennis Anderson, Min¬ 
ister of Culture and Mul¬ 
ticulturalism for the pro¬ 
vince said that “set 
against a backdrop of the 
province’s beautiful scen¬ 
ery, we are delighted to 
have a film that is so 
much an Alberta product.” 

Anderson also praised 
the efforts of Halvorson 
and Wheeler and said that 
he was pleased with the 
recognition being brought 
to the province’s writing 
and film community. 

In Canada, Cowboys 
Don’t Cry will premiere 
as a feature-length film 


WANTED 


Handcrafted Traditional Peace Pipes 
M Varieties Sought 
Call Naomi 

(604) 845-7357 



on the Canadian Broad¬ 
casting Corporation’s 
(CBC) television network 
early in 1988. Atlantis 
Films is currently nego¬ 
tiating details for a theat¬ 
rical release in Europe. 

The family oriented 
film is being produced in 


association with CBC 
with participation from 
Telefilm Canada and the 
Ontario Film Develop¬ 
ment Corporation; and in 
collaboration with C1TV 
Edmonton, CFAC-TV 
Calgary and TV- 
Ontario. • 
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February 22 - 25, 1988 
Hotel Vancouver, Vancouver, B.C. 


FOR REGISTRATION FORMS AND FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

NATIONAL NATIVE ASSOCIATION OF TREATMENT DIRECTORS 
Box 1882, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7K 3S2 
_ TELEPHONE (306) 934-1646 
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Rocky’s Road. 


by Rocky Woodward 

I bet you all thought 
you were rid of me and 
my four ugly dogs, huh? 
Not so! Actually, I would 
like to thank the news 

Native News for calling 
me two weeks ago and 
inviting me to write a 
monthly column for 
them. We wouldn’t want 
my fingers to get rusty... 

I understand Margaret 
Desjarlais has taken over 
the Dropping In column 
that I once wrote when 
I was with Windspeaker. 
Margaret, they couldn’t 
have picked a better 
person. To all the staff — 
it was nice working with 
you. Merry Christmas 
and a very Happy New 
Year to you. 

I’d also like to take 
advantage of this oppor¬ 
tunity and thank all the 
people who called me at 

the future. You are true 
friends and I will not 

It’s Christmas time 
again and in looking back 
over the past year I guess 
you could say that I’ve 
already got my present. 

First, we finished a 
brand new season of 
Native Nashville North 
programs that should be 
airing on CBC-TV some¬ 
time in January. I was 
also part of the cast that 
won a special Jury Award 
for the CBC/AMMSA 
documentary “Beyond 
the Bend of the River” at 
the 13 th Annual Alberta 


Motion Picture Industry 
(AMPIA) awards held 
early this year in Edmon¬ 
ton. I also travelled to 
Pincher Creek and par¬ 
ticipated in their first 
Aboriginal motion pic¬ 
ture festival and of course 
spent a great deal of time 
visiting various commu¬ 
nities across Alberta. 
That’s present enough — 
and all of it was a grow¬ 
ing experience that you 
can’t learn about in any 
college or school. 

When I look back and 
weigh the accomplish¬ 
ments against the nega¬ 
tives during 1987, I 
believe I actually had a 
great year. How about 
you? If you didn’t I have 
something that will 
brighten you up. Just send 
me your address and I’ll 
send you the four ugliest 
dogs you have ever seen. 

Merry Christmas to 
everyone in Metis and 
Indian country and a 
Happy New Year! 

Calgary: did you know 
that Winston Wuttunee 
was on tour with 
members of the RCMP? 
Yes, he was — for two 
weeks — from mid 
November through 
December 7th, Winston, 
along with his group, 
have visited places such 
as High Prairie, Peerless 
Lake and Fort Vermilion 
with the RCMP acting as 
their ambassador’s 
towards a better under¬ 
standing between Native 
people and the police. 
The RCMP's K-Division 
in Edmonton hopes to 


Merry Christmas and 
a Happy, Health New Year 
to ail our Native Friends 


ATHABASCA 



from Mayor Tony Schinkinger 
and Council of the 
Town of Athasbasca. 


Seasons Greeting & Happy New Year 

Oliver Funeral Chapel 


Air Conditioned Facilities & Chapel 
Monument Showroom • Off-Street Parking 
• Pre-arranged Funeral Plans 
• Serving all Faiths with Respect 

(COLLECT) 

Street 532-2929 

SPIRIT RIVER 864-396B 


establish a better rela¬ 
tionship with Native 
people and one of the 
ways they are trying to 
accomplish this is by 
visits to various Native 
communities. 

Remember what Elder 
Eddie Bellerose said 
about the Mounties. He 
said, “at one time the 
RCMP were noble and 
respected, but now they 
are losing the trust of the 
Indian people.” Well Mr. 


Bellerose, it could be that 
the RCMP have known 
this for some time now 
— and it may even be one 
of the reasons they have 
now decided to meet with 
Native leaders and visit 
Native communities. 

Hey, Winston! Make 
sure they take notes when 
our Elders and leaders 
speak. 

Gift Lake: Merry 
Christmas! Especially to 
the family, relatives and 




friends of my late friend Marvin in his role in “Cat 
Leonard Flett, who Ballou", 
recently lost his life in a Edmonton: want to 
car accident. I know know where to go to 
Leonard would want us celebrate the Saviour’s 
all to enjoy the spirit of birth on Christmas Eve? 
Christmas and to remem- How about celebrating 
ber him for all the good Midnight Mass at the 
things (memories) that he Native Pastoral Centre 
shared with us. on the comer of 109th 

Enoch: To the best Street and 105th Avenue, 
country folk I’ll probably I sure hope they will be 
ever know — Roger singing Christmas carols 
Masse and his lovely in Cree again this year, 
pardner, Rita — a Merry Actually, I’m looking 
Christmas. You want to forward to Christmas 
know what Roger’s Mass with its Native 
dream is? To ride his tradition. I’m also looking 
horse through Tumble- forward to visiting with 
weeds! He has already Father Gillis Gauthier 
contacted the owner of and Bernadette Lemay. 
the country dine and Merry Christmas to both 
dance club and he may of you and all the rest of 
just get his wish. If he your staff and volunteers, 
does. I’ll let you know so Hobbema: for those of 
we can all go out and y° u that d ° n ’< know - 
cheer him on. light heavy weight boxing 

Roger was the ghost contender Danny Lind- 
Metis horse rider in the s»rom, now Stonewalker, 
half hour documentary is my brother. Because 
“Music of the Metis” that we’re a monthly, this 
aired about six times column will probably be 
across Canada this year, read after his boxing 
Rita's the gal who keeps match which is scheduled 
tying him into the saddle, for December 8th against 
Sometimes Roger Willy Featherstone of 
reminds me of actor Lee continued 
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Toronto. I wish him the sisters, Jane, Mary and 

best and a K.O. in the Betso - are we still 

fourth. But Danny — a related? Merry Christmas 

hungry Indian? Merry gang! To my mother in 
Christmas Dan. Edmonton, have a big 

Kikino: Hey, if you Merry Christmas will all 
want a picture of your of your family, 
grandson — Delphine To Cory and his four 
Erasmus - call me at ugly (misfits) dogs, what 
Alberta Native News, can I say except Merry 
421-7983, and stay home Christmas, 
this Christmas. And Gail, to whom I 

I recall Delphine tell- owe so much and who 
ing me that she almost has put up with me over 
didn’t make it for three the years — for reasons 
Christmas dates because unknown - a very Merry 
of a terrible car accident. Christmas and let's hope, 
But, just in case you’re in no, let’s make it a damn 
Edmonton, call me with good year in 1988. 
your Christmas pie in Fort Chipewyan: Hi 
hand and visit with my Dad! Merry Christmas 
family. Merry Christmas and... for all the times you 
and a Happy New Year, tried to steer me right, for 
Kikino. the bike you bought me. 

Fort Vermilion: Have for the bow and arrows 
a Merry Christmas, Helen you made for me, for the 
and Roy Randolph. If you time you drove me to my 

knew where Helen and first date (she wasn't 
Roy lived you would home), I thank you. 
know that it is the perfect Those special Christ- 
placc to spend Christmas, mas Eves, although few. 
Anybody making Christ- will live in my memory 
mas cards should visit forever. By the way, if my 
Buttcrtown. sisters (your daughters) 

I'll sec ya all next year call to complain about the 
at Fort Vermilion's festi- story I wrote in this 
val, where we’ll be cele- Christmas special, just 
brating two hundred tell them John Copley 
years of existence. forced me to write it. 

Points North: At this Also, I needed the money 
point (get it?) 1 will take to fill one more Christ- 
thc time to wish my mas stocking — mine, 
family the very best Merry Christmas 
Christmas and New Year Native Alberta — I know 
that they have ever expe- we can all have a great 

rienced. To my three year. • 


Used Parts Hotline 

For Cars & Trucks up to 1 Ton 
• 30 DAY WARRANTY* 

Same Day Service on most used parts. Why buy 
new when used will do?! Let us help you!! 
We have dependable used vehicles! 
COME DOWN AND SEE US!!! 


UNIVERSAL TOWING 
& STORAGE 

Glenn E. Nielson Ind. Park 
9 * 6 p.m. daily Mon. — Sat. 
o 875-7955 Merry Christmas to all our Customersl 


COUNTRY 
BURGER BAR 

Open Monday Through Friday 
8:30 - 5:30 

m 523-4701 


Welcome, Rocky Woodward! 


We are pleased to 
welcome Rocky Wood¬ 
ward to these pages. 

Over the years, Rocky 
has made a considerable 
name for himself in 
Native community and 
beyond as a journalist, 
songwriter, performer 
and television producer. 

In 1986, he won the 
Eugene Steinhauer 
Award for his outstand¬ 
ing contribution to Native 
communications. 

In 1987, he won a 
Native American Press 
Association award and 
"Beyond the Bend in the 


River,” the documentary 
about Indian country 
singer Harry Rusk, which 
was made as a result of 
his determination, won an 
Alberta Motion Pictures 
Industry Association 

“Native Nashville 
North,” the show he 
created on cable televi¬ 
sion on a shoe-string 
budget to showcase 
Native talent and pro¬ 
mote a positive image ol 
Native people, begins its 
second season on CBC- 
TV in January. 

In the Native commu¬ 
nities across the province 



however, he is best 
known as the reporter 
who braved weather and 
bad roads to report first¬ 
hand on their problems 
and achievements, and 
whose “Dropping In” 
column kept people in 
touch with each other. 

Most of all, he is 
known as the one writer 


who speaks with the 
voice of the people, 
sometimes humorous and 

times tough and some¬ 
times tender, but always 
honest and open and real. 

We’re proud and 
pleased that he is writing 
for Alberta Native 


A Winters Night 

by Loretta Miskenack 

See the snow 
As it falls 
In the quiet night 
Softly to the ground 
Making it so white 

And in the sky 
The stars twinkle 
While reflections 
sparkle 
In the snow 
And from the moon 
Shines forth 
A heavenly glow 
Such perfect 
harmony! 

To some are lost 
This wonder 
For they long 
Only for the day 
Asleep in slumber 
On this beautiful 
Winters night. 



SAWRIDGE 

TRUCKSTOP 


Highway 67, Slave Lake, AB 

OPEN 24 HOURS 
TIRE SHOP 

Complete Fueling Facilities 
Trucker's lounge (Including Showers) 

24 Hour Restaurant 

also your Greyhound Bus Depot 

( 403 ) 849-2627 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 
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428-6657 Edmonton Ditea Line 
5702 - 39A Avenue. Wetaskiwin 




























Annual “Order of the Bighorn” Award 

... 1987 recipients named 



The recipients of the 
1987 Order of the Big¬ 
horn Awards were 
recently announced by 
the newly appointed 
Minister of Forestry, 
Lands and Wildlife, 
Honorable LeRoy 
Fjordbotten. 




Since 1982, the Big¬ 
horn Award has honored 
individuals, companies, 
and associations who 
have made outstanding 
contributions, to fish and 
wildlife conservation in 
Alberta. 

This year’s recipients 


include: John and Cam 
Finlay of Sherwood Park; 
Reinhold Eban of Slave 
Lake; Norris Grey of 
Edmonton; Kerry Wood 
of Red Deer, and Bryce 
Chase of Calgai^. 

The recipients were 
formally honored at the 


Order of the Bighorn 
Award reception and 
banquet held in Edmon¬ 
ton on November 18th. 
Each of the honorees 
received a plaque and a 
medallion and their 
names and a summary of 
accomplishments will 


recorded in the Order of 
the Bighorn Award 
Registry. 

Marking 1987 as the 
centenary anniversary of 
wildlife conservation in 
Canada, Mr. Fjordbotten 
said that “wildlife conser- 


important each year and 
those people or groups 
who play an important 
role should be recognized 
for their valuable 
contributions.” • 


The Legend Of 
Saint Nicholas 


by John Copley 

Christmas has a two-fold 
meaning. It is both a holy 
day and a holiday. 
December the 25th com¬ 
memorates the birth of 
Christ and it is also a time 
of festivity and celebra¬ 
tion of the season. 

In the days of pagan 
rule many people were 
killed or jailed for 
preaching Christianity. It 
is no wonder then, that 
the actual birth date of 
Christ still remains a 
mystery. 

We have celebrated 
Christmas Day on the 
25th of December since 


the latter part of the 4th 
century. (About 365 
A.D.) 

The holy day was 
joined with the spirit of 
Saint Nicholas — the 
ancient Bishop of Myra, 
who was a beloved Chris¬ 
tian in a time of religious 
turmoil. 

Saint Nicholas helped 
the unfortunate, the poor, 
and the troubled and 
brought Christianity to 
many parts of Asia. 

Saint Nicholas, bom in 
Lycia, Asia Minor, just 
prior to the turn of the 3rd 
century, (about 290 
A.D.), is the patron saint 
continued 
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of many millions around 
the globe. He is cele¬ 
brated worldwide and the 
legends told of him are 

In Canada and the 
United States we know 
Saint Nicholas as Santa 
Claus, the mythical man 
from the North Pole who, 
along with his elves and 
reindeer, bring good- 
tidings and gifts to every¬ 
one on Christmas eve. 

Unlike the North 
American custom of 
Santa bearing gifts, many 
European cultures have 
Saint Nicholas precede 
the gift-giving with a visit 
to each child (at their 
homes) to determine 
whether or not they had 
been good. If so, he 
promises that gifts will be 
forthcoming, but the 
Christ Child is recog¬ 
nized as the actual bearer 
of the gifts for Christmas. 

In many parts of 
Europe and Asia, Saint 
Nicholas Day is cele¬ 
brated on December 6th. 
Gala festivities are pre¬ 
dominant as dancing, 
singing and joyous get- 
togethers are abundant 
everywhere. 


In England, Saint 
Nicholas is so revered 
that the country boasts 
over 350 churches in his 

Many of the legends of 
Saint Nicholas are attri¬ 
buted to his power of 
creating miracles. One of 
these miracles apparently 
took place in Athens, 
Greece. A wicked inn¬ 
keeper had murdered 
three boys, cut them up, 
and was salting them in 
brine. Saint Nicholas is 
said to have restored 
them to life. 

Another legend places 
the saint on a ship at sea 
during a raging storm. 
Death appeared immi¬ 
nent. Panic was setting in 
as the sailors feared for 
their lives. Suddenly, the 
storm subsided and it's 
demise attributed to the 
prayers and chants of 
Saint Nicholas. He 
became the patron of the 
seas and of the mariners 
as he displaced the 
Roman sea-god, 
Neptune. 

Besides being a patron 
saint of sailors and trav¬ 
ellers, Saint Nick is also 
looked up to by scholars, 
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thieves and pawnbrokers. 

The three golden col¬ 
ored balls we often see 
hanging outside of Jewish 
pawnshops are symbolic 
of yet another deed by 
Saint Nicholas. 

Legend spins a yam 
that shows the patron 
helping a man who had 
three spinster daughters. 
In those days a dowry (or 
wedding gift for the 
husband-to-be, was an 
important part of the 
marriage ceremony). 

Saint Nicholas visited 
the father on three occa¬ 
sions, each time bringing 
a bag of gold — one for 
each of his daughters. 

Thieves, it is said, also 
look up to the saint. It 
seems that long ago a 
band of robbers pillaged 
a village and left the 
inhabitants with nothing. 
Saint Nicholas appeared 
and after prayers and 
chastisement the robbers 
returned everything they 
had stolen, and were 
spared further 

punishment. 

Saint Nicholas, Santa 
Clause, Kris Kringle — 
mostly an unproven 
legend — yet a common 
bond between people 
everywhere. 

This Christmas season 
allow Christ and the 
happy, helping spirit of 
Saint Nicholas into your 
home — and may your 
holiday celebrations be 
peaceful and joyous. • 


Lubicons Receive 
Award For Land 
Claim Struggle 

...New York foundation makes 
presentation 


The Lubicon Indian 
band has been honored 
by a New York-based 
foundation for its struggle 
to achieve a just land 
claim settlement. 

The award, for proving 
that the poor “can fight 
big government and 
win,” was presented as 
part of the 20th anniver¬ 
sary celebrations of the 
Interreligious Foundation 
for Community Organi¬ 
zation Inc. 

A plaque acknowledg¬ 
ing the award was pre¬ 
sented to Lubicon Chief 
Bernard Ominayak at an 
awards dinner in New 
York City. He accepted 
it on behalf of his people. 

Lucius Walker, execu¬ 
tive director of the foun¬ 
dation, told the Edmon¬ 
ton Journal, “we’re using 
the occasion to affirm 
some examples of highly 
successful organizing 


efforts ...and to counter 
the myth that in the 
current climate of conser- 
vatism, poor people 
cannot fight back and 
hope to win. 

The organization, edu¬ 
cated to social justice, 
reports that it has raised 
and distributed more than 
$15 million for commu¬ 
nity organization projects 
in the United States, the 
Caribbean, Central 
America and Africa. 

The foundation has 
representation from ten 


Committee, the National 
Union of South African 
Mine Workers, the Com¬ 
mission for Racial Justice 
and the Nicaragua Bap- 


the U.S. It helped orga¬ 
nize the Spokane relief 
caravan to the band’s 
home community at 
Little Buffalo in April 
1985. 

Other groups honored 
at the dinner include the 
Farm Labor Organizing 


“There are a lot of 
groups facing genocide at 
the hands of progress or 
conservative govern¬ 
ments,” Walker told the 
Journal. The Lubicons 
are “a small band that is 
dedicated, committed 
and (has) savvy organiz¬ 
ers who don’t mind tak¬ 
ing risks and taking on 
the giants.” 

Walker said the band’s 
struggle for survival “is 
equally as important... 
(as) for my black sisters 
and brothers in South 
Africa, though there is 
quite a drastic difference 
between the two 
situations. • 
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Business 


Starting From Scratch — 
Basic Business Planning _ 


by At Michael 

The decision to start a 
business may be the most 
demanding move you’ll 
ever make. With the 
proper planning, how¬ 
ever, starting from 
scratch has distance 
advantages for the new 
owner-manager. 

Fledgling entrepre¬ 
neurs often have well- 
defined ideas about the 
sort of business they want 
to have — at least, those 
plans are well-formed in 


their mind’s eye. For 
example, the would-be 
retailer dreams of dealing 
only in carriage-trade 
goods, -while the 
manufacturer-to-be may 
want to confine produc¬ 
tion to a few basic lines. 
In some cases, the busi¬ 
ness idea may be so 
innovative that the busi¬ 
nessperson has no choice 
but to start from scratch 
to fulfill the dream. 

The over-riding attrac¬ 
tion of starting a new 
business rather than 



buying an established 
venture is that you can 
design your business the 
way you want it, where 
you want it, and to appeal 
to the customers you 
choose. Together with the 
opportunity to be your 
own boss and make 
money, the opportunity to 
fulfill a personal dream 
often is irresistible. 

Planning Essential- 

Of course, none of this is 
likely to occur simply 
because you happen to be 
ready to open your doors 
to the public. Careful 
preliminary planning is 
essential to ensure the 
long-term health of your 
new business. 

Why is planning so 
important? Let’s consider 
what’s involved in start¬ 
ing, say, a restaurant 


business. The hours are 
indisputably long, and the 
work can be tough and 
repetitive. After investing 
thousands of dollars to 
decorate premises and 
purchase equipment, the 
new restauranteur defi¬ 
nitely faces a gamble. 
According to hospitality- 
industry statistics, 80 
percent of new restau¬ 
rants opened in Canada 
fail within three years. 
That should be good 
reason for the prospective 
owner-manager to pay 
close attention to 
planning. 

No matter what type of 
business you plan to 
launch, it’s not enough to 
think there will be a 
market for the goods or 
services of your new 
venture. You need to be 
sure that your market is 


out there. Careful 
advance studies will help 
you determine the avail¬ 
ability of that market. 
Such studies should 
include detailed costs of 
operations relative to 
projected sales. Projec¬ 
tions should be made at 
least three years ahead — 
and you should get in the 
habit of updating them 
regularly. 

Most important, all 
planning must be done 
with the owner-manger’s 
personal financial 


resourses in mind. Since 
you’ll be making a major 
financial commitment 
and probably turning to 
outside lenders for addi¬ 
tional money, you need to 
gauge the potential prof¬ 
itability of your venture. 
Can you make a go of 
it? If your preliminary 
research suggests that 
your venture is not finan¬ 
cially viable, it’s certainly 
better to find out early 
rather than once you’re 
standing behind a cash 
register. continued 
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Set Up 

Contingency Fund - 

To start your new busi¬ 
ness, you'll make a 
number of purchases. 
Depending on your busi¬ 
ness, your start-up costs 
are likely to include 
capital expenditures 
(equipment, leasehold 
improvements, tools, 
furniture, cash register); 
opening expenses (lease 
deposit, licences, utilities, 
advertising and publicity, 
wages, legal and 
accounting fees); and 
inventory. You also 
should plan for a contin¬ 
gency fund of up to 20 


percent of planned 
expenses and a reserve 

of three months of over¬ 
head and salary costs in 
the event of initially slow 
cash flow. 

When it comes to 
starting a new business, 
direct experience is just as 
important as adequate 
financing to the success 
of your venture. You’ll 
have very little room to 
“learn by doing” when 
you start from scratch — 
and any mistakes can 
have a devastating effect 
on your bottom line. 


Assess Your Skills_ 

Before you start, you 
must consider whether 
you have the skills to 
make the business work. 
If not, how can you get 
them? You may know 
how to design and pro¬ 
duce innovative goods, 
but do you know how to 
price and market them at 
a profit? Do you know 
how to pay and motivate 
staff? And do you know 
how to keep the records 
you’ll need to make 
sound decisions? You 
must have realistic 
answers to these kinds of 
questions well before you 


think of starting an 
independent business. 

If you need help in 
assessing the feasibility of 
your new venture, consult 
your lawyer, accountant, 
or bank manager. These 
people can help you 
assemble the material 
you need, or they’ll be 
able to recommend other 
professionals who can. 
Low-cost market- 


research and planning 
assistance may be avail¬ 
able through the business 
schools of local universi- 

leges. The Federal Busi¬ 
ness Development Bank 
also provides Counselling 
Assistance to Small 
Enterprises through its 
national network of 
CASE officers. 

Starting your new 


business definitely won’t 
be easy, but careful 
preliminary planning can 
make the difference 
between a well- 
respected, profitable 
venture and one that 
disappears almost as 
quickly as it begins. • 



Doing Business 

— Buying An Existing Business 



by Al Michael business plunge. 

Buying a business 
For the would-be- rather than starting from 
owner-manager with an scratch offers two main 
eye on the future, buying advantages. First, the 
all or part of an estab- business has a perfor- 
lished business may be a mance track record — 
sound way to take the which makes it 


the prospective buyer to 
gauge how well the 
business is likely to be 
doing in a few years’ time. 
Second,depending on the 
quality of that record, it 
may be much less diffi- 

continued 
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Merry Christmas 

From the Staff and Management of 

St. Paul & District 
Co-Op Ass’n Ltd. 
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# 724-3895 

Hours: Monday. Tuesday. Wednesday, 
Thursday, Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday 9 am. to 9 p.m. 
























-Alberta Native News December, 1987 


investor to go along with 

The first step is to find 
out what you the buyer 
will be getting for your 
money. The key is to 
assess the profitability of 
the existing venture, and 
you have the previous 
financial records to help 
you make that 
evaluation. 

Before you study the 
books, you should ask a 
few questions. Why is the 
owner selling this busi¬ 
ness? Is it because the 
business is likely to be out 
of fashion in a few years? 
What is the owner going 
to do next — perhaps 
open a new location in 
competition with yours? 
Learn more about your 
prospective business by 
talking to neighbouring 
business people, suppli¬ 
ers, customers, and the 
owner’s bank manager. 

What Are You Getting 

For Your Money- 

Take a look at the finan¬ 
cial records. Study the 


operating costs, the lease, 
and the levels of receiv¬ 
ables and payables. If 
there are any discrepan¬ 
cies, find out why. Check 
whether equipment and 
office machines are old 
and determine replace¬ 
ment costs. Review the 
terms of the lease. Find 
out how much the owner 
has invested in the 
business. 

The records should tell 
you what the sales vol¬ 
ume is, or at least the 
number of customers and 
state of the receivables. If 
you cannot learn this 
information, reconsider 
your decision to buy that 
business. 

Next, ask for audited 
financial statements, 
preferably for three years. 
Never buy a business 
without studying a profit- 
and-loss statement. If the 
financial statements are 
outdated, ask for current 

Learn how the business 
works. Spend at least one 
full day on the owner’s 



premises during business 
hours. Does the business 
have a good image? Are 
the premises neat? Would 
you want to go there 
yourself? 

Find out whether the 
owner is willing to 
remain on hand for a few 
weeks to help you take 
over the reins of the 
business. If so, be pre¬ 
pared to offer a nominal 

To arrive at a negoti¬ 
ating price, you may want 
to review the financial 
statements with a profes¬ 
sional accountant. Ask 
your adviser to help you 
prepare a forecast and 
cash flow statement for 
the first year you’ll own 


the business and a further 
two- or three-year fore¬ 
cast. These documents 
are a must, because they 
will tell you what to 
expect from the business. 
They will help you to 
decide whether the pur¬ 
chase is a sound financial 
decision. 

Look To Improve 


Remember, the object of 
going into business for 
yourself is to be success¬ 
ful — and that means 
more than simply main¬ 
taining the business at the 
same level of profitability 
as the previous owner. 
Look for ways that you 
the new owner can 
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improve its performance. 

You’ll have more 
scope for learning by 
doing than you would if 
you started the business 
from scratch. If you move 
cautiously, you may be 
able to improve the 
business by spotting 
opportunities the pre¬ 
vious owner missed by 
being too close to the 


business. 

No matter how much 
you’re attracted by the 
idea of being your own 
boss, never buy a business 
simply to satisfy your 
desire for independence. 
Your decision to buy 
must be a sound business 
decision — and with 
careful, upfront planning, 
it will be. • 






































Getting Hurt At Work. 


In 1981 there were 
almost 50,000 lost-time 
injuries reported in 
Alberta. A lost-time 
injury, one of the most 
frequently used terms in 
occupational health and 
safety, is one that pre¬ 
vents a worker from 
reluming to his or her job 
on the following day. In 
1985 the number of 
reported lost-time inju¬ 
ries was about 40,000 
(over 150 per working 
day). 

Accident Rates 
The lost-time accident 


rate (the proportion of 
full-time workers who 
have an injury accident 
during the year) for all 
Alberta industries com¬ 
bined, dropped between 
1981 and 1983, but has 
slowly increased since 
then. This same general 
trend also occurred for 
each major industry 
group. Of the major 
industries, manufactur¬ 
ing, construction, and 
transportation have the 
highest accident rates, 
suggesting that many 
workers in these indus¬ 
tries are exposed to the 
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greatest dangers. These 
major industry groups are 
composed of a wide 
variety of specific indus¬ 
tries with a variety of 
risks and dangers. The oil, 
gas and mines major 
group, for example, 
includes both the more 
hazardous drilling and 
servicing industries, and 
the safer processing and 
refining industries. The 
most common injury 
accidents that occurred 
between 1981 and 1985 
are described below. 

Source of Injury 

A wide variety of 
things can produce inju¬ 
ries. The most frequent 
sources of injury are 
working surfaces 
(14.3%), metal items 
(14.2%), bodily motion 
(10.6%) and boxes or 
containers (9.8%). (Bod¬ 
ily motion includes such 
things as slipping, reach¬ 
ing, twisting and 


running.) 

These sources of injury 
figures do not indicate 
how dangerous certain 
objects are. One reason 
why things often per¬ 
ceived as hazardous 
produce relatively few 
injuries is because safe 
work procedures and 
personal protective 
equipment are used when 
working with or near 
these hazards. 

Type of Accident 

The two most common 
types of accidents are 
overexertion (25.9%) and 
being struck by an object 
(19.9%). Overexertion 
includes such activities as 
pushing, pulling, lifting, 
carrying and throwing 
objects. The activities 
involved in this type of 
accident don’t appear to 
be dangerous, but the 
statistics show that they 
can result in considerable 
pain and suffering for 


many workers. Overexer¬ 
tion accidents could be 
reduced if proper meth¬ 
ods for lifting and carry¬ 
ing were used, and if 
proper equipment was 
used for many tasks. 

Type of Injury 
The most common 
type of injury is a sprain 
or strain, accounting for 
over 90,000 or43% of all 
lost-time injuries 
between 1981 and 1985. 
Bruising and crushing, 
and cuts and lacerations 
are also relatively fre¬ 
quent types of injuries 
(27.8%). By comparison, 
broken bones (fractures), 
dislocations and multiple 
injuries occur less often 
(12,2%), but these serious 
injuries have affected the 
lives of over 25,000 
workers between 1981 
and 1985. 

Part of Body Injured 

The back is the most 
frequently injured (over 
25% of claims) part of the 
body. Injuries to fingers 
(12.7%), the ankle or foot 
(10.7%) and the trunk 


area (e.g. abdomen, chest 
hips and shoulders) are 
also quite common. 
Serious injury to many 
parts of the body can be 
avoided by the proper use 
of protective equipment. 
Safety glasses, steel-toed 
boots and hard hats 
protect the eyes, toes and 
head from many injuries. 

Almost 95% of all 
back injuries are sprains 
and strains. These sprains 
and strains are most often 
produced by overexertion 
(pushing, pulling, lifting 
or carrying objects) or 
some bodily motion 
(slipping, tripping, 
stretching or twisting). 
Back injuries can be very 
serious and many of them 
could be avoided by using 
the proper methods, 
equipment and work 
procedures. 

Age of Injured Workers 
Generally speaking, 
younger workers have 
higher accident rates than 
older workers. Between 
1981 and 1985, workers 
aged 15-24 experienced 
35.3% of the injuries, but 
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made up only 24.9% of 
the employed workers. 
Workers aged 45 and 
older, by contrast, expe¬ 
rienced only 15.9% of 
injury accidents, while 
making up 23.5% of the 
employed workforce. 
Workers aged 25-44 
comprised just over half 
(51.5%) of employed 
persons, and accounted 
for just under half 
(48.8%) of all injury 
accidents. 

There is no single 
explanation for the higher 
accident rate among 
young workers. Lack of 
experience and training 
may account for some of 
the difference, but 
younger workers also 
tend to perform the more 
dangerous jobs and find 
employment in the more 
hazardous industries. 
They are therefore 
exposed to greater haz¬ 
ards in the workplace. 

Fatalities 

The Occupational 
Health and Safety Divi¬ 
sion of Alberta Commu¬ 
nity and Occupational 
Health investigates all 
fatal industrial accidents. 
The: 1 Division does not 
normally investigate 
deaths due to industrial 
disease, nor does it inves¬ 


tigate traffic fatalities. 
The statistics reported 
below refer only to those 
fatalities investigated by 
the Division. 

In 1981, 62 workers 
died in industrial acci¬ 
dents in Alberta, but by 
1985 the number had 
decreased by over one- 
third, to 39 fatalities. 

Younger workers 
(aged 15 to 24 years) are 
almost twice as likely to 
be killed in an industrial 
accident than older work¬ 
ers. Young workers have 
accounted for almost 
40% of investigated 
fatalities since 1976. 
Most of these fatalities 
occurred in the oil and 
gas industry and con¬ 
struction, where many of 
the more dangerous tasks 
are performed by young 
workers. 

There are many differ¬ 
ent ways to think about 
the chances of being 
killed in an industrial 
accident. For example, in 
1981 the chance of a 
worker fatality was about 
80 in one million. By 
1985 the chance had 
decreased to 53 in a 
million. 

The chance of winning 
“the big one” in Lotto 6/ 
49 is about one in 14 
million. In 1985, a 
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worker was 700 times 
more likely to be killed 
at work than to win the 

Other comparisons can 
also provide some per¬ 
spective. For example, 
the chance of being 
murdered is roughly 25 in 
a million, the chance of 


dying in a house fire is 
about 20 in a million and 
the chance of being killed 
while crossing the street 
is 22 in a million. In 1985, 
the chance of dying in an 
accident at work was 
over twice that of being 
murdered. • 


Growing Alberta 

by John Copley 


Since the Indian first established 
Mystic bondage with the land, 

And the trapper and the trader 
Led the movement to expand; 

Since the doors of hope were opened 
Calling people everywhere 
Telling them “go to Alberta 
For the rainbow’s ending there.” 

On foot, by horse and wagon 
From near and far they came. 

Settlers with determination 
The wilderness to tame. 

And as they reaped the harvest 
Of the efforts they had sown, 

They saw what they’d accomplished. 
And how greatly they had grown. 

And when the land was settled, 

Fields and forests bringing forth, 

The people soon discovered 
There was more the land was worth. 
For far beneath the surface 
Was a wealth more rich than gold, 

A vast and varied storehouse 
Of energy untold. 

And now the future beckons 
With a challenge greater yet, 

To combine that wealth, those people, 
And insure that they beget 
The infinite attainment 
Of their talent and their treasure, 

And the maximum fulfillment 
Of their promise and their measure. 
Alberta has been growing, 

It’s dynamic people showing 
All the things that can be done 
When a people work as one — 

And the trail keeps winding upward 
Even upward and beyond. 
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Hardly Off The Ground 

...Cree Airways may crash in first year of operation 


by Chad Dunkin 

Rolan Calahasen, 
president of Cree Air¬ 
ways, a Native owned 
and operated airline says 
his company is on the 
verge of bankruptcy. The 
young airline company 
has only been operating 
since August this year. 

A lawsuit by an 
Edmonton city police 
officer, Constable Ran¬ 
dolph Klonkeid, who was 
a former marketing man¬ 
ager for the airline, 
resulted in the seizure of 
assets and a freezing of 
the company’s bank 
accounts. 

Calahasen says that a 


“mix-up” which saw the 
firm fail to “file a state¬ 
ment of defence” resulted 
in a court judgement that 
favoured Klonkeid. 
Klonkeid successfully 
sued for in excess of 
$185,000 for what was 
termed "an alleged 
breach of contract.” 

The seizure has 
resulted in a shutdown 
(perhaps temporary) of 
operations. Calahasen 
says they have the oper¬ 
ating capital, planes, 
crews, licences — but 
they still couldn’t open 
right away. 

Almost a quarter of 
lost in revenues since the 
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company was forced to Cree Airways got off government because of back? It all depends on 
close it’s doors in mid- the ground without gov- the general lack of inter- the courts — Cree Air- 

October and twenty of eminent funding and est and failure to get ways has filed an appeal 

the original twenty-six Calahasen, as well as involved when requested to try and get the default 

employees have been laid others in the group, feel to do so. judgement squashed. • 

off. bitter towards the Alberta Will the airline bounce 


Alberta’s Employment Alternatives Program 
Employs Over 2,300 


Career Development and Employment Minister, 
Rick Orman, recently released statistics showing that 
2,397 individuals have found full-time employment 
under the Employment Alternatives Program, which 
was made available earlier this summer. 

Other statistics released by the minister indicate that 
80 percent of the employees had been receiving wel¬ 
fare and the remaining 20 percent had exhausted their 
unemployment insurance benefits. The approved fund¬ 
ing period for positions averages 51 weeks; the number 
of approved positions per employer averages 1.07; and 
the average hourly wage paid to employees is $6.26, 
with 82 percent paid in excess of $5.50 per hour, and 
25 percent paid between $6.50 and $15.50 per hour. 

Of the positions approved for funding, 22 percent 
are in services; 20 percent are clerical; 13 percent are 
in product fabricating and repairs; 12 percent are in 
sales; 10 percent are in construction trades; 5 percent 
are in farming, horticulture and animal husbandry; and 
the remaining 18 percent are in a variety of occupa¬ 
tional areas. 


An industry breakdown of the employees receiving 
funding is a follows: 22 percent, retail; 15 percent, 
manufacturing; 14 percent, accommodation, food and 
beverage; and 5 percent, agriculture. The remaining 
28 percent of employers are in other varied industries. 

“The Alberta government is very please with the 
success of the Employment Alternatives Program,” 
says Orman. 

“The program is working and working extremely 
well. Three months into the program we have nearly 
2,400 men and women who are back in the work 

The program provides employers with a wage sub¬ 
sidy equaling 75 percent of an employees wages to a 
maximum of $4.50 per hour. The program also pro¬ 
vides a training allowance. Qualifying individuals are 
those who are currently on social assistance of those 
whose UIC benefits have run out. 

The program, which began in June this year, does 
not indicate the number of Native people who have 
been employed. • 
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The Good Samaritan _ 


An empty parking spot 
stares at me as I step from 

My dreams of return¬ 
ing home for the first 
complete family Christ¬ 
mas in three years is 
shattered. My car, 
belongings, wallet — 
everything is gone. My 
three years of work — 
and all my savings, gone! 

By the time the red tape 
has cleared it’s just two 
days before Christmas, 
and I'm still 1,000 miles 
from home. 

Never having had to 
hitchhike in the mid of 
winter before, I am totally 
unprepared for what 
faces me. The fourteen 
hours I stand by the 
roadside, managing only 
300 miles, are the coldest 
and worst of my life. 
Thinking back, I remem¬ 
ber this as the first time 
I began to appreciate life. 

I feel all is lost and I 
am sure I will freeze to 
death on the side of the 
road. I murmur a prayer 
and my mind reflects our 


family’s last Christmas brake light flashes jeans and shii 
together. brightly in the starless shaving gear 

The mouth-watering night as the Chev pulls 


a seeping in from the shoulder of the road, 
the kitchen is almost The harsh winter wind 


Christmas present I'd had 
on me when the theft 
occurred. 

I make an attempt to 
talk but I am just too cold 
words out right. 


itan, introduces himself to 


“and the good Samaritan stopped. 

“For whatsoever thou do 'estfor Others, thou That’s when Ted Godfrey 
do ’estfor me. ” T Ted ’ the good 

“and just as you want men to treat you, 
treat them the same way.... ” Five or six hours and 

two meal stops later we 
“ arrive at Ted’s home in 
visible in the air. Mom whips viciously against Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
smiles happily as she m y face and the wind- Frantically we try to 
sings along with the tunes tears well up in my eyes, locate an empty seat on 
of the season being Hunched over, with my 
played over the local hands shielding my face, 
radio station. Dad’s 1 stumble toward the car. 
laying back in his easy The cold wind feels as if Ted calls a t 
chair watching the six it is gnawing a hole The fax' a 
o’clock news, while through my forehead, 
brother Mike sits reading 1 climb into the c_, 
his book and sister Kat- smile feebly and grunt of his wallet, makes 
hleen labours through her gratefully at the elderly deal with the cabbie, and 
last day of homework driver. I haul my last wishes me well at the 
before the Christmas suitcase in after me. It door.^ ^ 
doesn’t hold much—just 
a few pairs of socks and P n 


safe and sound. young and he still jokes 

It’s a grand holiday. about the shivering, 
My contact with Ted quivering, frightened 20 
since that Christmas in year old kid that he met 
1967 has flourished, on a cold highway so 
Today, Ted is 89 years many years ago. 


At least, that’s how I 
am remembering it. 

Suddenly, to my aston¬ 
ishment and disbelief, 
lights flicker in the 
distance. The car slows as 
it passes by me. The 
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Youth 


Safety... the basic rules _ 


by Nick Michaels 


The most treasured of 
all things in life is the 
having of a son or daugh¬ 
ter — a child. Though a 
child is a treasure that we 
never own, it is our duty 
and responsibility to 
provide guidance, espe¬ 
cially in the early years 
(ages 0 through 16) of 
development. 

A child is the greatest 
of all gifts — and the 
promise of a guaranteed 
future for mankind. 

A child is soft, loving, 
care-free, tender, vulner¬ 
able and very impressed 
by what they see around 


is not enough. What 
exactly is a stranger? In 
the mind of a child, a 


sloppy, unusual, wild¬ 
eyed and violent. Unfor¬ 
tunately, this assumed 
definition does not fit the 

would commit crimes 
against children, there¬ 
fore, your well-meant 
warnings could actually 
be misleading. 


Rather than teach your 
child to avoid strangers, 
teach them to be wary of 
the actions of others and 
to look for unusual hap¬ 
penings in different 
situations. 

Teach them that a 
stranger does not neces¬ 
sarily fit the above char¬ 
acteristics — but instead 
that a stranger really 


children to be polite, kind 
and friendly to others, but 
also make certain that 
they know that they 
should be suspicious of 
anyone — especially 
adults — that try to 
compromise them with 
promises of candy or 
threaten them 


a violen 


r by 


strange.” Raise your 




You child, like all 
children, is honest and 
trustworthy and free of 
suspicion — a clear 
conscience, if you will — 
and therefore ready to 
believe what others tell 
him or her and will often 
trust anyone who gives 



reception. 

“Don't speak to strang¬ 
ers!" is probably (he most 
common words of advice 


* If someone follows yc 

“You don’t need to go nei 
talk to tlie people inside. 



saying that they’ll tell 
mom and dad things they 
know will get the child in 
trouble. Your child 
should always be made 
comfortable with the 
knowledge that they can 
come to you — without 
fear of reprisal, no matter 
what. 

Teach your child that 
their body is private and 
that they should tell you, 
immediately, if anyone 
should touch them or if 
they are asked to touch 
someone else. Tell them 
to be sure an let you know 
if someone wants to take 
their picture. Make sure 
they understand not to get 
into a vehicle, any vehi¬ 
cle, unless you have 
approved it first. 

During the early years 
of discipline (2 through 5) 
be sure your child is 
always given a time to be 


in the house, or even in 
bed. These measures will 
help the child realize that 
he must be governed by 
rules and often by rules 
of time. As you child gets 
older and goes to the 
friends by himself, this 
discipline should be 
carried over. Do not 
tolerate lateness. Stress 
the importance of you 
knowing the where¬ 
abouts of your child and 
be sure that your child 
always knows where you 


Communication — a 
prerequisite for almost 
every daily function, be it 
business or personal, is 
also the most singularly 
important element in 
providing a safe, and 
understanding environ¬ 
ment for your children. It 
is imperative that your 
child feels secure by your 
presence and it is equally 
imperative that your child 
can feel free to verbally 
express his/her problems 
openly. Kids are often 
intimidated by fear or 
confusion and simply 
ignore what could be 
important messages 
because they don’t know 
how to brace the subject 


with parents. Allow your 
children to speak freely 
about matters that con¬ 
cern them. Then, be sure 
to respond rationally and 
show your support for 
their thoughts and feel¬ 
ings. Encourage open¬ 
ness and honesty by your 
words and your actions. 

Speak with your chil¬ 
dren at an early age — 
and be sure not to make 
them afraid. Never dis¬ 
cuss frightening tales of 
doom and horror by 
detailing what could 
really happen to them — 
instead, be sure they 
know about safe living, 
and again, try to set a 
good example yourself. 

Exploiters of children 
are sick people. They 
may be obvious, but 
usually not. They have 
patience and may wait 
even weeks for a child to 
fully trust them before 
perpetrating a violent act. 

Know where your chil¬ 
dren are — and what they 
are doing, and with 
whom they are doing it. 
Get to know their friends, 
their habits, their daily 
routine. 

Be careful about the 
babysitter or other people 


Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 



May love and peace light 
your way this Christmas! 
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extremely frightening 
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• Same Day Cleaning on Most Items 
• Garments must be dropped off by 10 a.m. 

★ THREE LOCATIONS ★ 

Plaza-® 1-743-2882 

Dickensfield (at McMunay Video) - * 791-4665 
Peter Pond Sh. Centre — S 791 -4415 


FRENCHY’S 
AUTO BODY & 
FRAME LTD. 



“we want your body" 


352-0336 

WETASKIWIN, ALBERTA 

OWNER: Sylvain Lavoie 
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Youth 


Belief in Project Credited For Its Success _ 


The first National 
Metis Child Welfare 
Conference was a success 
because she believed in it, 
and was able to pass that 
enthusiasm on to others, 
says Brenda Blyan, the 
organizer of the project. 

The conference was 
held in Calgary in 
October. 

Blyan says the confer¬ 
ence was “a major step 
toward Metis people 
assuming control of their 
own child welfare ser¬ 
vices” and a start toward 
strengthening the Metis 
nation because "child 
care affects everyone, it 


hits them where it 

She said the confer¬ 
ence also opened other 
people’s eyes (non- 
Aboriginals and govern¬ 
ment bureaucrats) to the 
needs of the Metis and 
what Metis people are 
demanding. 

“They know they can’t 
just throw us into a pile 
anymore, that it just 
doesn’t work for them 


tell u< 


:o take c< 


of our kids.” 

The conference, Blyan 
said, also gave Metis 
people an opportunity to 
do something about the 


We Sell and Service All Makes of 

MAJOR APPLIANCES 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

Washers, Dtyers, Stoves, Refrigerators, 
Freezers, Dishwashers 
WARRANTY ON ALL APPLIANCES 

We Buy Used Appliances 

Smith’s Appliance 


Warehouse 
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\solpan7 


FENCE & METALS LTD. 

436-9530 


8 J Jioui 

PRAIRIE INN 


24 Hour Restaurant Service Mon. - Fri. 
Live Entertainment In The Tavern 
Mon. • Sat. 

29 Rooms — Satellite T.V.s 


523-3317 

Box 210, High Prairie, Alta. 


problems involving Metis 
children. “They had no 
chance before, or if they 
did have a chance, they 
had no opportunity to 
follow up. At the confer¬ 
ence they had a chance 
to say their piece." 

Blyan, who organized 
the conference for Metis 
Children’s Services 
(MCS), says “I think a lot 
of people were really 
surprised we pulled it 
off.” 

There were more dele¬ 
gates than expected, the 
financial aspect was 
handled and the confer¬ 
ence went smoothly. She 
credits tireless lobbying 
by herself and MCS 
president Joey Hamelin 
and executive director 
Carolyn Pettifer with 


Metis Association of 
Alberta leaders and 
government officials in 
the departments of Social 
Services and Municipal 
Affairs with ensuring the 
success of the conference. 

As a result of the 
conference, Blyan says, 
“the future looks brighter 
now; things are starting to 
happen.” 

Blyan has also been 
involved in organizing 
Metis child welfare 
workshops at the regional 
level in response to 
demands for responsibil¬ 
ity and accountability at 
the community level. “ 

An initial workshop for 
representatives of Zone 4 
Metis locals was held in 
April, and another is 
scheduled for December 


5 and 6 at which it is dealing with Metis child 
anticipated that formal and family services con- 
steps will be taken to cems in Zone 4. • 

create a mechanism for 

Metis Children’s 
Services Takes 
New Directions 

...funding secured for 
another year 


471-4039 

SALES: 

T uesday 7:00 p.m. Saturday 10:00 a. 
At: 5410 - 125A Avenue 

Just Off Yeltowhead Trail At 56 Street 


b^Clint Buehler 

Programs designed to 
meet the needs of Metis 
people rather than the 
needs of government are 
being emphasized by 
Metis Children’s Services 
(MCS). 

And, says MCS Exec¬ 
utive Director Carolyn 
Pettifer, their efforts are 
getting good support 
from government, includ¬ 
ing a renewal of their 
$ 189,000 in core funding 
from Alberta Social 
Services and 50 percent 
of salaries for 20 trainees 
in the organization's 
Family Support Training 
Program. The other 50' 


percent of the trainees’ 
salaries is being provided 
by the Canadian Council 
on Native Business. 

In addition to the 
Family Support Training 
Program, MCS has a 
Family Intervention Pro- 
gram and a youth 
program. 

“In the past couple of 
years, we didn’t have 
defined programs in 
place,” Pettifer says. “We 
concentrated on getting 
to know what the child 
welfare system is about.” 

Now, she says, the 
organization feels pre¬ 
pared to introduce and 
run programs that will 
continued 
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NADC Public Forum 

Whitecourt 

7:30 p.m., Tuesday, December 8,1987 

The Northern Alberta Development Council 
holds regular public meetings throughout 
Northern Alberta, giving everyone the 
opportunity to present briefs on matters 
of concern and general information. 


lividuals interested in making 
it this meeting may contact 
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Northern Development Br 
River at 624-6274 for assi 


t j alberta 





































meet the needs of Native 
people, yet interface 
effectively with Alberta 
Social Services child 
welfare programs. 

“It is just now that 
we’re really beginning to 
define what we can do 
within social services to 
be effective, based on our 
research into the system 
and into successful mod¬ 
els used elsewhere.” 

In the Family Interven¬ 
tion Program, Duncan 
Galloway, an experi¬ 
enced case management 
supervisor, has been 
seconded by Alberta 
Social Services for a year 
to work with MCS 
staffers Brian Fayant and 
Lyle Donald in helping 
Metis families with prob¬ 
lems, providing training 
as well as supervising 
their work. 

Galloway will also 
assist in putting policies 
and procedures in place 
for the Family Interven¬ 
tion Program. 

In exchange, MCS 
President Joey Hamelin, 
who will obtain her 
bachelor of social work 
degree later this month, 
will go to Alberta Social 
Services for a year of 
training. 

The Family Support 
Training Program was 
created in response to the 
realization that “we need 
to develop our own 
resources,” Pettifer says. 

Family support work¬ 
ers will work with Metis 
families with problems, 
not as counsellors, but 
befriending them, spend¬ 
ing time with them and 
showing them routines 
which will help them deal 


with their situation. 
“Social workers don’t 
have time for that," 
Pettifer says. 

One of the goals of the 
program is to reduce the 
number of Metis children 
coming into the child 
welfare system. 

Twenty women are 
now in the program, 
which began in October. 
They will receive 18 
weeks of classroom train¬ 
ing, then each will be 
assigned to a different 
Social Services office, 
one each in Hinton, 
Edson and Fort McMur- 
ray, and the remainder in 
Edmonton for field expe¬ 
rience. They will be 
assisted in developing a 
rapport with the Social 
Services department, and 
each will be assigned four 
Metis families and the 
responsibility of helping 
them solve their 
problems. 

Lucille McLeod is the 
coordinator of that 
program. 

A case management 
tutor will be assigned to 
work with them, assisting 
them in dealing with 
problems they encounter 
and teaching them how to 
work with professionals 
on behalf of their family 

The trainees will also 
spend a day per week in 
the classroom during 
their 24-week field 
placement. 

A major change at 
MCS is to drop the strong 
focus on finding foster 
homes for apprehended 
Metis children. 

“Foster homes are 
basically institutions," 


Large Serviced Lots With A View 

tSmvn'i by all' Uu: \<it/vr W//r>; 



DALEWALL 

Mobile Home Park 
Box 443, Valleyview, Alberta 

® 524-3713 


MAYTAG 7 

HOMESTYLE «£« 
LAUNDROMAT 

SELF SERVE & DROP OFF SERVICE 
8 am. - 10 p.m. 


5521 - 36 Ave. 
Wetaskiwin, Alta 
(South of Canadian Tire) 


352-8707 


Pettifer says, "and we’re 
trying to get away from 
institutionalized service." 

“We’ve gone in the 
direction of the need to 
develop resources in the 
community, a place for 
the kids to go while 
they’re waiting for a 

“We prefer to look for 
a home in the child’s 
community; to leave the 
child in as familiar an 
environment as possible. 
We’ll look for the best 
person in the community 
to care for the child and 
then we’ll approach 

Pettifer says Alberta 
Social Services' current 
foster home recruitment 
process is frustrating. 
“There is a need to check 
out foster homes, but not 
to the extent of the 
current process. 


She says Social Ser¬ 
vices has another process, 
outside of the foster care 

finding “designated" 
homes for a particular 
child that would work 

The MCS Youth Pro¬ 
gram, supervised by 
Duane Demas, is 
designed to provide an 
opportunity to become 
involved in a variety of 
cultural, social, recrea¬ 
tional and educational 

Young people in the 
program are required to 
commit a specific 
number of hours per 
month to the program, 
and each worker spends 
13 hours per month one- 
on-one with each of his 
colleagues. 

The program consists 
primarily of group meet¬ 


gcason's greetings to fieergonel 

finishing touches 
%« 



Merry Christmas 
to all our Native Families 
Compliments of 

PIZZA HAVEN 

1034 2 Ave., Fairview, Alta 
® 835-4911 
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OFFICE 


SUPPLY 


HOUSE 


Box 1655. Grand Centre, Alberta TOA 1T0 

We specialize in good service 


ings, with activities such 
as films and discussions 
organized by the youth 
themselves. 

Pettifer says the focus 
of the program is on 
"peer support relation¬ 
ships," with the young 
people working together 
to understand and do 
something about their 
problems. “But it is not 
intensive, not therapy by 


Although the program 
has had some United 
Way funding in the past, 
there is no on-going 
funding for the program, 
only on a project-by- 
project basis. 

Metis Children’s Ser¬ 
vices recently moved into 
new offices at 10950- 
124 Street. The new 
telephone number is 452- 
6100. • 
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Christmas 
Past and Present 



by John Copley 

The Christmas season, or 
as the Cree call it, Manito 
Okesikam, is a time of 
harmony, joy, peace, and 
the giving of ones self to 
family and friends. 

But times have 
changed. 

Technology, com¬ 
munications, the modem 
department store, and a 
gradual transition to big- 
city life styles have 
ultimately ended the 
traditional Indian 
Christmas. 

Seldom do we see 


Christmas gifts that are 
made from raw farm 
products. The sweater 
you receive this Christ¬ 
mas will probably come 
from the loom of a giant 
factory in Taiwan or 
Korea, not from the shorn 
wool of your own sheep, 
spun to yam and hand- 
knitted by Kohkom 
(grandmother). 

The home tanned 
moosehide mitts, toques, 
jackets and moccasins 
decorated in beautiful 
beaded flower patterns 
are, for the most part, 
gifts of the past. Only the 


fortunate few who have recipient 
retained their heritage Social evolution and 
and traditional identity the introduction of alco- 
are now blessed with such hoi have also played a 
gift-giving. major role in the disap- 

In those days no one pearance of tradition. 


now is the threat of mined by the laughter one 
alcohol abuse being heard upon listening to 
recognized enough that the stories of the elders, 
action is being taken by These elders, usually 
various Native groups, men, would sit around in 
Major campaigns by their favorite chair smok- 


LEE FEHR DENTURE CLINICS 




SWABBING 

UR SERVICE - BROOKS. At 

(403) 362-7381 


H C'l'Vy Jo fill j/un 
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Art Williams Travel 


LETHBRIDGE, ALBERTA 


Mannville Freight Services 


Ltd. 

Household & Commercial 
Furniture Moving 
Bottle Depot 

* 763-3049 



even considered the time Alcohol, probably government agencies and ing a pipe-full of tobacco 
and labor involved in the society’s worst enemy, is Native organizations to made from the inner bark 

_of the red willow and 

mixed with the fragrant 
leaves of the bear berry. 
During these relaxing 
sessions they would tell 
tales and reminisce about 
the past. They would 
teach the children with 
their stories and their 
wisdom and advice was 
much appreciated. 

Jigs, reels, and square 
dances were an almost 
automatic accompani¬ 
ment with every family 
gathering. 

Food was different too. 
An example is the mod- 


“Modern times have changed some 
of the traditions of Christmas, 
still f the spirit remains the same. 
This writer takes a look at how 
Christmases were in the Native 
community's past and how they've 
changed over the years." 


making of such gifts — predominant in nearly all 
they were concerned only functions, family and 
of the warmth and love otherwise, in nearly every 
the gift would bring to its nation in the world. Only 


RON’S 

Automotive Repairs 

RON WILLIAMS - Proprietor 

“$«*>r4 Cp «&■*•£» $ * V' eM " 

☆ Licensed Mechanic ☆ 

☆ Personalized Service ☆ 

BUS. 335-8784 RES. 335-31 
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COLNEY'S 
GENERALSTORE 
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924-3019 

ALBERTA BEACH 
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, , J traditional Christmas 

Tdty' 'y.when fch ultimately 

alcohol was virtually has ,urk f , as '* main 
non-existent, the success Back the "> ,he 

of a party or social get- turke 7 was P assed over 
together was often deter- continued 
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for the more succulent 
and tender wild goose. 
The table was always 
abundantly filled with 
various edibles including 
wild meats, fish (baked, 
broiled, or dried and 
wanned in the oven) and 
a variety of vegetables 
from the family’s summer 
garden. 

A heavy spread of 
home made butter melted 
deliciously into the pieces 
of fresh, warm bannock 
and this was a treat 
enjoyed immensely by 
everyone. A large, warm 
pumpkin pie, fresh from 

feature on the dessert tray 
— and a favorite way to 
end a meal. 

Other traditional des¬ 
serts included raisin and 
rice pudding, home 
crushed choke cherries 
made into bannock 
spread and stewed, evap¬ 
orated apples — all 
cached away after the fall 
harvest. 


Today, with Safeway 
only a few blocks away, 
many of these traditional 
dinners have gone by the 
wayside with only a scant 
memory or “something 
mother used to talk 
about” left as a reminder. 

The spirit of Christ¬ 
mas, however, still lives. 
The family reunions, the 
welcoming of friends, the 
love and peace of the 
family unit and the wis¬ 
dom of the elders are still 
respected by many. 

This Christmas think 
of your heritage, hug your 
family, count your bless¬ 
ings and above all — if 
you drink, call a cab. This 
modem means of trans¬ 
portation will undoubt¬ 
edly prevent the begin¬ 
ning of a new year filled 
with frustration and 

Merry Christmas to all 
— and to all a happy 
1988. • 


Christmas 

Is the season 

To brighten our days 

To fill our hearts 

With love 

For those 

Far and near. 


Play Supports Indian Land Claims 


A theatre group in 
Vancouver has developed 
a play which supports the 
biggest land claim in 
Canadian history, which 
is to be launched by two 
Native groups in British 
Columbia. 

Headlines Theatre, a 
left-wing company 
known for its topical 
productions tackling 
controversial issues, in 
the past has aimed at such 
targets as the Vancouver 
housing crisis, disarma- 


Now the theatre group 
has been commissioned 
by the Gitskan and Wet- 
’suwet'en tribal groups to 
create a play about their 
land claim. The play, 
called “No’Xya”’ (Our 
Footprints) toured 28 
towns and cities across 
the province before clos- 


is now scheduled to be 
heard in January, is for an 
area of the Skeena region 
of northwestern B.C. 
which is largely unpop¬ 
ulated, although it does 
include towns such as 
Smithers and Hazelton. 

The tribes say the land 
is part of their ancestral 
heritage, and they are 
demanding jurisdiction 
over it. The disputed area 
is about 50,000 square 
kilometres in size, about 
as large- as Nova 
Scotia. • 


^UMlng QJou J. JJcMij and 8oje Osinas 

MUSKWACHEES 
AMBULANCE AUTHORITY 

(The Only Native Paramedic Ambulance in Canada) 


WECHITASOWIN CENTRE 
Crisis Referral Unit 
(Helping Centre) 


Merry Christmas to 
all our Native Families 

BID CONSTRUCTION 

(NICK MATICHUK - OWNER) LTD. 

• LEASE & RIGHT OF WAY F 

• ROAD CONSTRUCTION CL 
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826-4449 


Season’s Greetings to the Native People 


their Families 
from the staff of 




Golden Eagle Woodsmen Ltd. 

Peace River Alberta 

Give Us A Cali 

629-3749 


Wishing You and Yours 
A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

The Board and Staff 

NISTAWOYOU FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 

Bingo Twice Weekly, Tuesday & Friday 
Nevada Tickets .50$ 

Social, Recreational, Educational 
il Programs 

NISTAWOYOU 
FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
8310 Manning Avenue 
Fort McMurray, Alberta 

(403) 743-8555 























































CHRISTMAS FEATURE 


A Christmas Tribute to 
Kokum And Moosim _ 


by Melvin Sharphead 

Christmas is a time for 
families, for showing our 
love and appreciation for 
those people in our lives 
who not only are united 
to us through blood ties, 
but those who have 
shared with us the ups 
and down of our lives. 

In many families, it is 
the grandparents who 
provide the stability and 
wisdom that keeps fam¬ 
ilies together, and sees 
them through the difficult 

This vignette is shared 
with you in this Christ- 

all grandparents every¬ 
where. We hope it will 
remind you of your 
“kokum" and “moosim” 


and how important they 
have been in your life. We 
hope it will inspire you to 
give them your gift of 
appreciation this- 
Christmas. 

★ ★ ★ 

Kokum sits by the 
wood stove, keeping 
warm while the cold 

whistles around her tiny 
cabin. Her raven hair is 
streaked with grey and 
the brown skin of her face 
and hands, once smooth 
and glowing with youth, 
is wrinkled and dry. 
Those hands are stiffer 
now, too, no longer 
supple and skillful as they 
once were. They must be 
forced to twist the hide 
and plunge the needle 
through it, and it hurts 


• Season’s Greetings • 

EOS MOTORCYCLE LTD. 

YAMAHA SALES & SERVICE 

Serving the community 
for over 10 years 

• Motorcycles . Tri-Motors 

• Snowmobiles • Four wheelers 


Reasonable Trades Welcome 
Red water, AB. ® 942-3818 


Season’s Greetings and 
A Happy New Year from 

D&B CONVENIENCE 
STORE LTD. 

Box 686 

Cold Lake, Alberta 
TOAOVO 

★ ★ ★ ★ 


Season's Greetings and 
A Happy New Year 
from 

J. Wilton Littlechild 


Edmonton Office 
428-6778 
Hobbema Office 
S85-3038 


when she does it 
The coal black eyes are 
not so bright as they once 
were, either. Even when 
the light is bright, it is 


hard to thread the beads, 
to place them in neat tight 

The chair is hard 
against her back, but she 
does not move, for it is 

discomfort than it is to 
move around on legs that 
are heavy, with joints that 
stiffen and ache when it 

But her memory is not 
old. 


She can sit back with 
her eyes closed, almost 
drifting into sleep, and 
recall each day of her life 
as vividly as if it was 


happening now. 

There are many good 
days, filled with joy and 
promise of youth, for her 
to remember. 

But there are also bad 
days — too many of them 
— filled with sadness and 
pain that she would rather 
not remember, but cannot 

Once, long ago, she 
was a slender slip of a girl, 
playing freely outside her 


grandfather's teepee, 
sitting by the fire listening 
to his stories of ancient 
times when her people 
were strong and free as 


the wind, dreaming her 
dreams of her own 
strength and freedom and 
the future she would 
create for herself. 

A smile plays gently 


across her ancient lips as 
she remembers the strong 
young man who came to 
her father to ask his 
permission for them to 
share their dreams’ their 
lives, their futures. They 
were so young, so strong, 
so hopeful then, and their 
lives lay before them like 

Even the hardships 
were easy then, merely 
challenges to be accepted 
and overcome, and when 
the babies came, they 
were blessings, not 
burdens, even though 
they meant that both of 
them had to work even 

Their world was 
already changing... fast... 
but they had hope that 
they could build a life for 
themselves in that new 
world, and the children 
were a symbol of that 

But the challenges 
became harder, the 
continued 
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burden heavier, and the 
world they had known 
disappeared until it 
seemed that there was no 
place left for them that 
was their own, that would 
allow them to live their 

While she toiled to care 
for the children and keep 
a home for them, he had 
to go further and further 
away, for longer and 
longer periods of time, to 
find game to feed them 
and work to provide for 

She watched with sad¬ 
ness as the hope faded 
from his eyes and the 
hard work bent his body. 
He would not tell her 
much of what he saw 
beyond the safety of their 
home, but she heard from 
others and even experi¬ 
enced herself the rejec¬ 
tion of her people by 
those who had taken over 
her homeland. 

What she saw only 
made her more deter¬ 
mined that her children 
would be proud of who 
they were, would be 
prepared to make a place 
for themselves no matter 
how difficult their world 
might be. 

She kept their lan¬ 
guage alive and main¬ 
tained the traditions and 
sought out the Elders for 


wisdom to pass on to her 
children. And together 
they tried to prepare them 
for the world they would 

There are tears in her 
eyes now as she remem¬ 
bers how it was for them 
when they did have to go 
out into that world. 

She remembers the 
first-bom son, the warrior 
buried on a battlefield in 
a distant country, fighting 
for a homeland that could 
fmd no place for him than 
a barren patch of land 
that could not even fed 

She remembers the 
daughter, wandering on 
paths of concrete among 
forests of tall buildings 
until she lost herself 
completely, leaving only 
the precious children as 
her achievement — chil¬ 
dren for kokum to raise 

But her hope did not 
die with her children, for 
it was continued in the 
grandchildren, nurtured 
by her new wisdom and 
understanding of that 
other world, prepared for 
them by her battles to 
create in it a place for 
them to be a part of it, 
and still be proud of who 
they are. 

Now she stirs as she 
hears him at the door, her 


man. He too is bent and * 
wrinkled, his hair 
streaked with silver. But 
she sees none of that. She 
sees the strong young 
man who talked to her 

She rises slowly, so he 
will know she welcomes 

He puts his hand on her 
arm, and a look passes 
between them that 
bridges all those years 
from boundless dreams to 
sobering reality. 

It had not been what 
they dreamed. It has not 
always been what they 
wanted. But it has been 
good in many ways. 

And they still have 
each other. • 
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Bob Swan makes his writing debut with Alberta Native News in this special Christmas 
issue. Bob, who wrote the piece while in an Alberta correctional institute was recently 
released and continues his sentence on a day/work plan (days on the job, nights 
at the jail) as set down by the Justice department Bob has spent several of his 
26 years behind bars He’s decided to do something about it He's determined 
that the last time was indeed. 

The Last Time 


by Bob Swan 


As I sit here waiting for 
my turn I swear that this 
will be the last time. My 
heart races quickly as I 
ponder my fate. Why I 
didn't stay home that 
night like I was going to, 
I’ll never know. God, I 
wish that I had. 

Glancing around I 
notice that the other guys 
in this holding cell are 
pretty quiet. We’ve been 
waiting in here since 
eight this morning and it's 
now just after two. No 
one feels like talking 
much. The only occa¬ 
sional conversation is 
about time expected and 
who will be next in. So 
far everyone that’s 
returned from the court¬ 
room has come back 
feeling okay. They’re 
saying that the judge is 
in a good mood. 

There’s only three of us 
left now. I need a ciga¬ 


rette so I take out my 
tobacco pack and twist 
one up. My hands are 
sweaty. Any time now 
and I will be called in. No 
sooner than these 
thoughts flicker through 
me and my name is 
called. 

I walk through the door 
with my heart in my 
throat and my hands 
clasped tightly in front of 
me. Please, please, don’t 
give me too much time, 

I plead silently. I stand by 
the fastened down micro¬ 
phone on the edge of the 
table in front of the 
judge's bench. I listen as 
my charges are read out 
and I wonder how I could 
have been so stupid. My 
mind is a little foggy but 
I hear someone ask me 
how I plead. “Guilty,” I 
reply, looking up into the 
eyes of the judge. His 
stone like face reveals 


little emotion and it 
seems as though his eyes 
are uncaring and uncon¬ 
cerned. I guess you can 
lose your compassion and 
patience if you do his job 
too long. 

Staring at me, he hands 
a sentence out — “six 
months in a correctional 

I’m whisked back into 
the holding cell and told 
to sit and wait. Somehow, 
I feel relieved. Not for the 
time I just got but because 
I feel a lot of tension and 
worry being lifted from 
me. Everyone is talking 
now. We’re marched 
back through the under¬ 
ground walkway that 
leads to the Remand 
Centre. Each of us has 
our own thoughts and so 
things are quiet on the 

I’m taken back to the 
continued 


The Christmas Season, or as the Western 
Indian calls it, Manito Okeysikam, is a time of 
harmony, joy, peace and the giving of ones 
self to the family and friends. 

Though technology, communication, the 
modern department store and a gradual 
transition to big-city life has ultimately ended 
the traditional Indian Christmas of days gone 
by, it is still a time of fun and laughter and 
caring and sharing. 

The spirit of Christmas and its traditional 
welcoming offriends and family as elders tell 
stories in front of the Christmas Tree still 
flourishes among the Native communities of 
today. 

We hope this Christmas season will be a 
happy one for you and your family and we 
wish you a successful and prosperous 1988! 

^incofnc 

Oil Sands Group 

P.O. Box 4001, Fort McMurray, Alberta T9H 3E3 • Telephone (403) 743-6411 






PREFABRICATED LOG HOME KITS 


Original interlocking Spline 
& Twin Gasket Sea Joints 

WRITE OR PHONE 

® ( 403 ) 536-2616 

@(604) 986-3217 

P.O. Box 266, Watson Lake, Y.T. Y0A ICO 



Maskwachees 

MALL 

MANAGEMENT AND MERCHANTS 


□ Maskwachees Cafeteria 

□ Rocket Gallery 

□ Cherish Fashion & 

Hair Design 

□ Littlechild & Co. Law Office 


□ Big Way Foods 

□ Peace Hills Trust Company 

□ Little Cree-ations 

□ Hobbema Insurance 
Agency 


May the excitement of Christmas bring you a world of 
smiles as we thank you for the kindness you have shown 
us these past years. 


m 585-4165 

HOBBEMA, ALBERTA 
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sentence I got from the 
judge. I tell them. Some 
guys say that I can do that 
standing on my head 
while others offer to trade 
sentences. I only wish my 
head was really that hard 
and my sentence sure 
seems long enough to me. 

I guess that I’m kind of 
lucky though — at least 
I know what to expect in 
jail. There are a few guys 
that are in here for the 
first time and that’s not 
always so easy. 

One thing that really 
sticks out like a sore 
thumb is the population 
in here. Nearly all 
Natives. On our tier alone 
there are 60 inmates. 
Eight of them are White, 
two are Orientals, and 
one is Black. The rest are 
Indians — the Canadian 
variety. The other floors 
I’ve been on are about the 
same. Is there a conspir¬ 
acy to lock up Native 
people in order to justify 
the budget? I’ve just 
realized that they could 
never do that without us 
in here. It’s been like that 
for a long time too. 

Sometimes I think if 
we weren’t so compla¬ 
cent and fought better 
battles in court it might 
not be the same. But the 
system is wrong some¬ 
how. Some of the guys tell 
me that they’ve plead 
guilty when they 


that time. Why? Because 
of being remanded into 
custody with a court date 
set so far down the road 
that you may as well 
plead guilty and get a 
sentence now. You’d end 
up spending a few 
months away and a plea 
of guilty sees much 
swifter action in court. I 
guess it makes the con¬ 
viction rate good for the 
prosecutors. 

I wonder if the jails are 
the same everywhere. 
What is the prison system 
for anyway? To help? 
Only to hold? It seems to 
me that all the money 
they spend to keep a guy 
in here could be better 
used. Some type of 
serious rehabilitation 
training would probably 
help. An on-going educa¬ 
tion and job-training 
program would also be 


nice. But it’s not too likely 
to happen too soon. 

One time we could 
hunt, fish and roam free 
without fear. It is no 
longer so. If locking us up 
is supposed to make us 
into good citizens, I think 
it doesn't work. It only 

want to get even. And I’ve 
finally figured out how. 

Hitting back is not the 
answer. Education and 
participation is. We must 
become the teachers, the 
doctors, the lawyers, and 
yes, the politicians. I’m 
glad I still believe in 
myself. I think that’s 
actually where it starts — 
believing in yourself. I 
have a ways to go yet 
because all of this 


it," and I'm going to do 
just that. It’s time to stop 
feeling sorry for myself. 
I've got goals now and 
I’ve got something good 
to think about. 

I lost my language 
when I was young. 
Maybe it was because of 
the foster homes or 
maybe the many moves 
around the country. But 
now I’ve learned there’s 
a course that teaches 
Cree in Edmonton. That’s 
another, and one of my 
first, goals. Gosh, with so 
many goals I’ll have to 
beat Gretzky’s records. 

But one thing is for sure 
— this is my last time. 

Merry Christmas and 
best wishes in the New 
Year. • 



My Dakota Love 

®PaPa Wolf 1987 

(song based on traditional Dakota belief) 

My Dakota love — when one day 
I'll be called upon — to go 
beyond Milky Way. 

Then just remember me 
as I was. 

Say my man had such class. 

He did love me 

Was doing his best 

In Happy Grounds now 

he’s getting his rest 

My Dakota love — please do not cry 

when I leave you — when I die. 

Just remember 

our good times together. 

Do not feel the pain 
And let me send you 
my best of love 

Let me send you 
my best of love 
in meteorite rain. 

My Dakota love — do always smile 
show to the world — your beauty. 

Man is bom and 
Man must die. 
it is his last duty. 
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PLAMONDON CO-OP LTD. 

— HARDWARE — FARM SUPPLIES - 
- SMALL APPLIANCES - 
— BUILDING MATERIALS — 



Family Dining With A Friendly Atmosphere 
Tea Cup r ' --gjj 

428-1551 




Beaver Inn, Beaverlodge 

352-2372 


MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM BRIAN i STAFF 


IMPERIAL 
CENTRE 400 


"Professional Service With Safety 
Is Our Way of Doing Business " 

459-4412 

164 St. Albert Trail, ST. ALBERT 


Pre-Christmas Perm Sale 
at 

FLORENCE’S 
BEAUTY SALON 


Get the curl of your choicefor only 
$12.00 until December 15 only! 
Extra chargeJor hair cut and style. 
FOR APPOINTMENT CALL 

645-4243 and ask for Florence 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE STAFF OF 

Lakeland Express 

& Furniture Moving ■■ 

",Serving The Lakeland Area" 

-DAILY SERVICE:- 

• Cold Lake 

• Grand Centre 

• Bonnyville 

• Edmonton 


»ICK UP SERVICE — EDMONTON 465- 

826-2398 

Box 1004, Bonnyville 


MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL THE NATIVE FAMILIES 

BONNYVILLE 

HOTEL 

• Entertainment Nightly in Tavern 
10:30 p.m.- 12:00 a.m. 

• Restaurant Open 5:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

• 44 Comfortable Rooms • Open 6 days a week 

5002 - 50 Avenue 

Bonnyville, AB 8S6-3S80 

- MERRY CHRISTMAS - 
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CMC Slave Lake Graduates Band Mangers 



Left to right, front row: Clara Yellowknee, Geraldine Anderson, Donna Morrison, 
senior instructor, Christine Auger and Doreen Calliou. 

Left to right, buck row: Dennis Macknak, instmctor, Fred Hadger, Robert Moberly, 
Fred Okimaw, Peter Freeman, Earl Laboucan, Monty Auger, Adrian Yellowknee, 
Wayne Anderson, Beverly Gill, instructor. 


had the good fortune to 

These were oniy a few 
of the lauditory com¬ 
ments made to the grad¬ 
uates of the Community 
Vocation Centre’s Band 
Administration program. 
Fourteen students, look¬ 
ing resplendent in their 
red graduation gowns 
and caps, were graduated 
at a ceremony at the 
Sawridge Hotel (Slave 
Lake) banquet room 
recently. 

The Band Administra¬ 
tion Program was offered 
by the C VC at the request 
of the Lesser Slave Lake 
Indian Regional Council 
(LSL1RC). It was funded 
by the Canada Employ¬ 
ment and Immigration 
Commission and the 
Department of Indian 
and Northern Affairs. 

Students in the pro¬ 
gram were employees of 
their local bands through 
the program. They 
attended classes two 
weeks out of every month 


Merry Christmas & Happy New Year From 

Hillcrest Miner’s 
Literary & Athletic 
Association 

BINGO EVERY OTHER THURSDAY 8 p.m. -10:30 p.m. 

Hillcrest Mines, Alberta • 564-4646 

FAIRMONT ELECTROPLATING 

(WESTERN) LTD. 


A COMPLETE AND EFFICIENT PLATING FACILITY 
OFFERING TOP QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 
AND SERVICE. 



run iviuviurray, md 

® 743-2271 


See Beaver Lumber Ltd. for... 

Flooring* Plumbing & Electrical 

★ Paint & Decorative* Hardware 

★ Tools* Planned Buildings 


Serving Canadians 
Since 1906 


Meyowechikewin Manito Okesikam 


STARBRITE 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVABLES 


o TROPHIES o PLAQUES o MEDALS 
o ENGRAVING ON PLASTIC & METAL o IMPRINTS 
o ALL TYPES OF CUSTOMIZED WORK 

® 645-5298 Locate^Spf^esI^^^ 


EDMONTON BUTCHER & 
PACKERS SUPPLIES 
GROUP 

(A CORPORATE PARTNERSHIP!) 

• Hussmann Food Store Equipment 

• New and Used Equipment 

• Restaurant Equipment 

• Planning service for stores & restaurants 

• Commercial Refrigeration 

• Air Conditioning 

455-4128 (24 Hours) 

11434 -120 Street 



lz 4 uvUewiy Cli/iistmas 
and 9&appy uWew QjeaA 
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CHIEF: Al Lameman 
and Council 

Beaver Lake Band U131 

Box 960, Lac La Biche, Alberta 

623-4549 



and kept up their work 
responsibilities as well as 
the requirements of the 
program. 

Two of the courses, 
Communications 243 
and Organizational 
Behavior 386, were 
courses offered via the 
Athabasca University. 
Other courses included 
Financial Management, 
practical applications of 
Computer Accounting 
using ACPACC. 

Sources of Funding 
and their application. 
Stress and Time Manage¬ 
ment, Public Speaking, 
Parliamentary Proce¬ 
dures, Political and Legal 
Issues, Program Devel¬ 
opment and Community 
Planning, were other 
courses offered during 
the program. 

The project began on 
November 12th, 1986, 
and concluded at the end 
of October this year. The 
classes were held at the 
Driftpile Recreation and 
Community Centre 
complex. 

On behalf of the stu¬ 
dents, Robert Morley of 
the Bigstone Cree Band 
said the training was very 
valuable because “now 
we know the words that 
the managers are using 
and we can talk like they 

Chief Jim Badger of 
the Sucker Creek Band 
and Vice President of the 
LSLIRC, complemented 


the CVC for it’s “well- 
known contributions to 
Indian communities and 
Indian bands.” He said 
that students are now able 
to “state opinions and 
give valid reasons for 
them. Graduates, you 
have the qualities for 
leadership in your com¬ 
munities.” Badger also 
praised Donna Morrison, 
the senior instructor of 
the program and thanked 
all the contributing spon¬ 
sors as well. 

A1 Heise, manager of 
the Slave Lake Canada 
Employment Centre said 
that the government of 
Canada was pleased to be 
involved in the funding of 
the program. He praised 
the cooperation of all the 
bands involved and 
lauded the successful 
completion of 80 percent 
of the students who 
began. While Heise 
wished all the graduates 
“the best in future 
endeavors” he added that 
he thought “a large part 
for the success rests with 
graduates themselves.” 

Robert MacNeil, 
Regional Manger, man¬ 
agement Development 
Alberta Region of the 
federal Department of 
Indian and Northern 
Affairs recognized the 
vision of the leaders in the 
communities to make this 
program happen. People 
in the area recognize the 
continued 
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major changes taking 
place in the world and 
know that there is a need 
to be ready to deal with 
the effects of these 
changes. He said that the 
graduates were the peo¬ 
ple who could make 
things happen in the 

Bill Grant, Education 
Director of the Indian 
Regional Council com¬ 
plemented the graduates 
and encouraged them to 
hang their certificates 
proudly on their walls. 

Karl Gongos, Presi¬ 
dent of CVC comple¬ 
mented the many gradu¬ 
ates who had to drive to 
Driftpile each morning, 
go to school all day, drive 
back home in the eve¬ 
ning, catch up on their 
work and then drive back 
to class the next morning. 

“You will go forward,” 
he said, “to face criti¬ 
cisms from those who do 

but these comments are 
often made by those least 
qualified to do so. Edu¬ 


cation is only the start. 
Through your education 
you are able to replace 
cocksure ignorance with 
educated uncertainty.” 

The following students 
received their certificates: 

• Geraldine Anderson, 
Director of Social ser¬ 
vices, Driftpile Band. 

• Wayne J. Anderson, 
Band Manager, Swan 
River Band. 

• Monty M. Auger, 
Director of Education, 
Tallcre Band. 

• Christine Auger, 
Secretary and Member¬ 
ship Clerk, Whitefish 
Lake Band. 

• Fred W. Badger, 
Education Director, 
Sucker Creek Band. 

• Elaine T. Calahasen, 
Economic Development 
Officer, Sucker Creek 
Band. 

• Doreen M. Calliou, 
Bookkeeper, Sucker 
Creek Band. 

• Peter W. Freeman, 
Economic Development 
Officer, Driftpile Band. 

• Earl H. Laboucan, 


Education and Social 
services, Whitefish Lake 
Band. 

• Robert G. Moberly. 
Supervisor of Band Social 
Services Program, Big- 
stone Cree Band. 

• Fred Okimaw, 
Councillor, Driftpile 

• H. Adrian Yellow- 
knee, Director of Educa¬ 
tion, Bigstone Cree Band, 

• Clara Yellowknee, 
Bigstone Cree Band. 

The ceremonies con¬ 
cluded with a tribute to 
Donna Morrison, the 
coordinator of the pro¬ 
gram, who was presented 
with a rose from each of 
the graduates. 



THE 

GOLDEN INN 

] • 102 Air Conditioned Rooms 

Cable Color Tv - Telephones - 
• Executive Suites 
• 4 Seminar Rooms with 
Accommodations up to 30 people 
• Convention Facilities for up to 400 People 
• Indoor Pool & Whirpool 


• The Gold Room Dining Loung 
• Lone Star Saloon • Eagle’s Nest Coffee Shop 
• LIVE ENTERTAINMENT • "Inn Beats” 


FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL COLLECT 

r7=r\ CO A CAAA 11201 - 100 Avenue 

7&\ DjyQUw_Grande Prairie, AB 


On Behalf Of 
Councillors: Orville Daniels & 
Garvin Rollingmud 
Jjfg^ Staff & Members 

m THE 
EDEN VALLEY BAND 

Box 286, Longview, Alberta T0L 1N0 

would like to wish you, one & all a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 





Crash Ends Indian’s Dream 
of Becoming Doctor _ 


by Ennis Morris 

A young Indian's 
dream of being a role 
model for his people by 
becoming a doctor ended 
tragically November 22 
when he was killed in a 
highway accident. 

Darcy Tailfeathers 
was killed two days after 
his 25th birthday when 
the car in which he was 
a passenger hit an ice 
patch and rolled near Fox 
Lake. He was returning 
from a hunting trip with 
one of his professors, who 
was not seriously injured. 

Tailfeathers was the 
first and only Indian 
medical student at the 
University of Alberta, 
where he was in his third 
year of studies. 

An outstanding hockey 
player in his youth, 
Tailfeathers was totally 
committed to being a role 
model for Indian young 
people. “He wanted to set 
an example and try to 
inspire the younger peo¬ 
ple to continue their 
education — to tell them 
that they could do what¬ 
ever they set their mind 
to," Darcy’s father, Lester 
Tailfeathers, told the 
Edmonton Journal. 

That’s one of the rea¬ 


sons he moved back to 
the Blood Reserve at 
Cardston last August. He 
also wanted to be closer 
to the rest of his family 
members who live on the 
reserve. But he never had 
a chance to move into the 
house he had bought 
there for his wife Lorie 
and their three children. 

Prior to August, the 
medical student and his 
family had lived in Grand 
Forks, North Dakota 
where he was a student 
in the Indian medical 
program at the University 
of North Dakota, and 
prior to that, he had 
studied at Brigham 
Young University in Utah 


on a hockey scholarship. 

Tailfeathers had won 
numerous awards both 
for his hockey prowess 
and his academic 
achievement. 

He is survived by his 
wife and three children, 
Tara, 5; Bradley, 4; and 
Jared, 14 months; his 
parents, Lester and Vir¬ 
ginia, and his brothers 
and sisters, Esther, Bill, 
Kelsey, Ann and Jim. 

member of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints (Mormon). 
Funeral services were 
held November 26 at the 
Cardston West Stake 
Centre. • 
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A VC Grouard Protest Cost 
President His Job 

...says minister of advanced education 


by Albert Burger 


Alberta Vocational 
Centre Grouard Presi¬ 
dent Fred Dumont was 
replaced as a direct result 
of a protest last year, 
according to Alberta 
minister of advanced 
education Dave Russell. 

After the protest that 
saw the facility's entran¬ 
ces barricaded by local 
residents and natives 
from many other loca¬ 
tions, a joint working 
committee was estab¬ 
lished to make recom¬ 
mendations to Russell. 

The committee issued 
its report and recommen¬ 
dations last February but 
the minister's office has 
indicated that the minis¬ 
ter would not release the 
report to the public. 

In a telephone inter¬ 
view, Russell confirmed 
he will not release the 
report but made a 
number of comments 
dealing with some of the 

recommendations. 

“It’s not unusual to ask 
for a report," Russell said. 
“I’ve looked at the rec¬ 
ommendations and we've 
acted on them. 

We’ve replaced the 
president (Fred Dumont). 
He was an excellent 
president, giving good 
service but a lot of people 
felt he should be 
eplaced." 

Yet another result of 


nendations, Russell said, 
was the decision to build 
20 units of*housing for 
students at AVC 
Grouard. Dumont has 
wanted to see them built 
in High Prairie. Grouard 
residents had said that as 
mayor of High Prairie 
Dumont was in a conflict 
of interest over the loca¬ 
tion for the student 
housing. 

The joint working 
committee had also rec¬ 
ommended that a perma- 

be formed to help assure 
that local views were 
considered in the contin¬ 
ued operation of AVC 
Grouard. Russell said he 
is “on the verge of 
appointing a one-man 
committee.” 

It will be advisory and 
its main purpose is, 
Russell said, “informa- 
on collecting for me. It 

a way that we can get 


the views of various 
interest groups on the 
direction of the institute." 

The joint working 
committee that was set up 
as a result of last year’s 
protest was co-chaired by 
then assistant deputy 
minister of municipal 
affairs, Robin Ford and 
Grouard’s Jeff Chalifoux. 

Last month, Chalifoux 
said, “It surprises me that 
the minister is withhold¬ 
ing the report.” 

As to whether Chali¬ 
foux would release the 
report’s contents, Russell 
said that he has “no 
jurisdiction over Jeff 
Chalifoux. He may 
release it. He’s been very 
patient and cooperative." 

Chalifoux said, “I 
report to the (Grouard) 


community on a regular 
basis. I am one of the 
authors of the recom¬ 
mendations. It’s my pre¬ 
rogative (to release the 

Chalifoux also noted 
that the report recom¬ 
mended the establish¬ 
ment of a permanent 
advisory committee on 
the operation of AVC 
Grouard, and he was 
surprised that the minis¬ 
ter has apparently 
decided the committee 
should be composed of 
one person only. 

Russell admitted that 
“we looked at the make 
up of a committee with 
several members,” but 
said he decided against 
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Big Changes Due For 
Community Colleges 


Special To The Native News 
by Bill Armstrong 


The future ofcommunity colleges is inextricably linked 
to thefuture ofour country. More and more Native youth 
are choosing an education in either colleges or institu¬ 
tions to advance their careers. But as we move further 
into the information age, a crisis in higher education is 
becoming even more apparent The Native News decided 
to explore this issue by talking to Gordon Campbell 
professor emeritus at the University of Lethbridge 


Native News: Paul Gal¬ 
lagher, President of Van¬ 
couver Community Col¬ 
lege, has suggested the 
college education system 
should focus more on the 
learning process than the 
actual content of pro¬ 
grams. He also said stu¬ 
dents must become com¬ 
petent communicators 
before they can succeed 
in their careers. Do you 
believe students entering 
college should be school¬ 
ed in the fundamentals 
first? 

Campbell: Yes I do. 
Many college students 
are usually pursuing, in 
the first instance, a course 
in trivial pursuits. But 
that’s where they’re start¬ 
ing from. They have to 
move from some place — 
and colleges are there to 
provide that opportunity. 

Many have had, per¬ 
haps, an unfortunate 
experience in the secon¬ 
dary school system, or 
they've been out for a 
while working. These 
people know they’ve got 
to refurbish their mental 
chambers. Even if they’ve 
just graduated from high 
school, students may still 
have to be taught on a 
fairly elementary level. 
But I am thrilled the 
community colleges of 
Canada give opportuni¬ 


ties to suit all ages, and all 
stages of attainment. I’m 
with Paul Gallagher 
entirely when he says the 
best preparation for a 
vocation is a broadly- 
based liberal education. 
Native News: How do you 
perceive college educa¬ 
tion in relation to a uni¬ 
versity education? Is 
there still a big difference 
between the institutions? 
Campbell: There are 


many needs for learning 
stations in every culture. 
And there has always 
been a technological 
institution where there 
has been a university. 
Sometimes they’ve been 
close together, and some¬ 
times quite apart, but 
each has gained distinc¬ 
tion. For example, BCIT 
is a very distinguished 
technological institute. 
Only the mean-minded 
would say it (the institute) 
is of a lesser order. Our 
society is just too filled 
with its own importance 
about universities. Many 
people have a wrong¬ 
headed view of the signif¬ 
icance of them. 

Native News: What do 
continued 
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Best wishes to the native families 
from Bernie and staff at 

Linkwell Construction Ltd. 


• pre-fab and installation on%« 
location of portable bridges 1 

• up to 100 foot bridges with a 
95-foot clearspan 


R.R.1, Site 7, Box 18 
Grande Prairie, Alta. 


538-1919 
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you think of Gallagher’s 
contention that four or 
five colleges and institu¬ 
tions in the counrty 
should take the lead in 
redirecting education. 
Campbell. I'm a little 
wary of the problem of 
elitism that can develop 
within such institutions. 
The real problem is how 
keep institutions fluid 
.and sensitive to the 
needs of the economy, 
’m also concerned about 
the bureacracy of col¬ 
leges. They should be 
responsive in relation to 
the needs of a society and 
the students, instead of 
responding to their own 
internal mechanisms. 
Native News'. You’re say¬ 
ing then, that there’s a 
danger such colleges may 
-ve the public 

interest 

Campbell'. It’s entirely 
possible. Every once in a 
while we see colleges that 
become ossified. Their 
walls bind them like pri- 
Frequently, how- 
we find leaders like 
Paul Gallagher who are 
anxious to tear down 
walls and let some sun- 

Our world is coursing 
fast as Niagara Falls in 
rms of technological 
change in its relationship 
thi^ifer- education. We 


can hardly imagine the 
astonishing pace of 
change that’s going to be 
required in our society 
just to keep up with the 
Japanese. For example, in 
car manufacturing the 
Japanese have made an 
end ran around us. They're 
soon going to be doing 
that to us in computers. 
Other societies may sur¬ 
pass us in different direc- 

very, very fast just to 
stand in the same place. 
Native News: So where do 
we turn to get back on 
track? 

Campbell: 1 beleive that 
community colleges are 
perhaps the most flexible 
instrument society cur¬ 
rently has. I would never 
suggest that a university is 
a flexible institution. 
There’s not too much 
wild red blood coursing 
through university facul¬ 
ties. Fundamentally, 
many universities are 
oriented to the past, or 
struggling to keep up with 
the present. They con¬ 
serve and preserve know¬ 
ledge very well, but do not 
necessarily keep up with 
changing technologies 
like colleges do. 

Native News: You say the 
technology is changing 
quickly, but how are col¬ 
leges going to incoiporate 


■ Camrose , ...... 

■ Killam AUCTION 

■ st. Paul MARKETS 

General and Livestock Sales 

St. Paul Sales Every Thursday 
Killam Sales Every Thursday 
Camrose Sales Every Saturday 
Otto Strebert, Hay Lakes (Res.) 679-0110 

672-4496 O Camrose 
385-3746 O Killam 
645-3588 O St. Paul 


CAMROSE AUCTION CO. LTD. 


4606 - 41 Street 


NOW OPEN ► ► 

cP(!ou;e/ts £tc. 


and other arrangements 

MANY CHRISTMAS ITEMS 

The littlest ship with the best prices 
Serving North Eastern Alberta Native 
Communities 

® 594-3403 


that new knowledge into 
their programs quickly? 
Campbell: Well, it’s about 
as hard to eliminate a 
program from an institu- 

change a grave yard. The 
entrenched feelings and 
vested interests are so 
immense, that any pro¬ 
posed changes require 
incredible leadership. It’s 
very difficult to change 
programs ...but change 
we must. We can only 
allow so much of the pub¬ 
lic dollar to go into educa¬ 
tion. The competition for 
limited resources is very 
great in British Columbia, 
and there’s no doubt col¬ 
leges and universities 
have suffered considera¬ 
bly. But I’m of the opinion 
that pruning and leaness 
does not have to adulter¬ 
ate the quality and viabil¬ 
ity of an institution. 
Native News'. But you still 
haven’t explained how 
colleges are going to get 
this new knowledge into 
the classroom before it 
too, becomes obsolete. Is 
there a fast track we can 
take? 

Campbell: Yes there is, 
but I think what I say will 
be an unpopular view. I’m 
of the opinion that most 
of the significant fast 
change that takes place in 
community colleges in 
Canada comes from 
government action. Out¬ 


side sources ...forcing the Native News. What are program in B.C. stops at 
government ...forcing the your thoughts about dis- the border. That s wrong, 
community college, brib- tance learning? 1 indict the leadership ot 

ing the college perhaps, to leanin g distance “inmis- 

provide funding for new Campbell: It’s very signif- sions in B.C. for confining 
programs. icant that the suggestion their programs of the citi- 

Too many colleges about a distance learning zenryofB.C.Thesameis 
become frozen over, the centre in Canada be true for other distance 
innovative spirit becomes made available to the learning institutions in 
dried up because the per- Commonwealth — came Canada. I’m saying we 
sonnel ages and starts from our Prime Minister, have these pockets of 
looking out only for their It’s also significant that ideas throughout the 
own security. Even col- ,he P ress picked it up on country producing totally 
lege personnel are start- the basis of a plea from valid concepts for the 
ing to talk about tenure. Ihe Prime Minister of next age. We have to be 
There are some valuable Barbados. It required that able to connect these 
aspects about tenure but kind of leadership and learning centres, via satel- 
there are some evil ones funding t0 make >' ha P‘ lite ' with ,he P lanet ’ '' m 
as well. It would be a pity P en - ha PPy t0 see - however, 

if those evil aspects get Th e distance learning continued 

enshrined in the faculty 
operation of a college. If 
you look to see the way in 
which social and eco¬ 
nomic change has been 
incorporated through 
programs in community 
colleges from the very 
beginning, it has been 
government that has 
taken the initiative and 
the leadership. Govern¬ 
ments have then asked 
the colleges and the col¬ 
lege commissions at the 
various levels to bring in 
changes, but frequently 
these changes have died 

college structure. It’s out¬ 
side forces ...frequently 
fiscal, often authoritarian 
dictates by government 
that bring some kinds of 



JW- ATHABASCA 

IXsJB auction MART IAbJB 


Regular Sales Every Wednesday — 6:00 p.m. 
Horse sales last Friday of each month except 
December and January. Farm and Household 
sales, business reductions and closures held on 
request at your location or ours. 


‘tJfappij < 3M(fai|s and Ctoislmos 
(o out many potions. 


2 * 


Twin Deer 
Parts & 
Sales lid. 


“THE HOME OF 
NEW & EXPERIENCED PARTS" 

JOHN DEERE - CAT - CHAMPION 


FOR SALE OR RENT 

J.D. 544 A Loader.$34,500 

J.D. 510 Backhoe $38,500 


WE BUYS, SELL ALL TYPES OF EQUIPMENT 

486-0138 


Edmonton, Alberta T5P 1G9 


Saurn't kaXtfe 9iative d^apk 

iatfe Sjnrntm &. Avwm/iay. Jbim 


WATER 

SYSTEMS 

LTD. 


ARROW 


40 South Ave, Spruce Grove 

962-8844 

8204 Cornet Road, Edmonotn 

465-0331 


Sales, Service, Rentals of: 
WATER PUMPS 
& WATER SYSTEMS 
"Water System Equipment" 


Seasons Greetings 
& A Happy New Year! 


POWELL 

INSURANCE 

SERVICES LTD. 

Powell Insurance will be pleased to help you with 
your Insurance Needs. 

frAUIO * FIRE * FARM 

® 594-3730 

5210 - 50 Avenue 
Grande Centre, Alberta 

(Next to China DoS) 
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finally forcing these inno- Kapown Centre Shut Down 
Native Ne m what about “grossly underfunded, ” says Chief Executive Officer 

the concept of the college 

coming to the people? Do by Sarah Dreger found that a budget of involves the family and executive officer said he 

you see college programs about $1.2 million would community as well, expects the center to re¬ 

being taken to the work- Kapown Centre, the be required to operate Kapown hosts traditional open by April 1, 1988 — 
place in the near future? alcohol treatment institu- efficiently. "We are Indian feasts and twice Kapown has a unique 
Campbell'. Absolutely. In fion run by the Grouard cutting a lot of corners," yearly sober family gath- approach to alcoholism 
the early days in the Indian Band, has shut Nisbet added. erings. These occasions treatment that deals not 

prairie it was called the down because of lack of The evaluation, con- include local people and only with the patient but 

lighted schoolhouse. funding. ducted by an official of as many as 500 people “if not before." 

There would be a kero- A statement from the State of Oregon three attend. “Because we are work- 

sene lamp in the school- chairman of the board years ago, noted the The present closure of . ., . ■ 

house at night where a (and Grouard Band center was “grossly Kapown Centre, Nisbet ^e^Me^to resume 

said, “is a temporary ; Every effort is 

! are all still , . . , , 

being made by the exec¬ 
utive and management to 
find additional funding.” 


few people gathered wf 
wanted to learn. There in 
truth was a college. In 
that sense, learning went 
to where the people were. 

So now, in the indus¬ 
trialization of this coun- 


ChieD Frank Halcrow underfunded.” 
and chief executive offi- The evaluator, Nisbet delay. We are all still 
cer Barry C: Nisbet notes said, “didn’t understand working and will con- 

l the closure of the 30- how the hell we were able tinue on a daily basis to 


bed facility is only “a to operate 
temporary interruption,” budget." 
but that is likely to be of 
try, where there is learn- little comfort to the 16 
ing that needs to be taken people suffering from 
somehow ...on shift, off alcoholism-related ail- 
shift, four-hour shift, or ments who will have to 
whatever ...there can be leave, nor to the 23 who 
coordination of that we rc turned away from 
learning activity with col- Kapown this month, 
leges. We need to break "Since the beginning, 
down the administrative Kapown has been grossly 
barriers and go to where underfunded.” Nisbet 
the people arc, and meet said, 
their needs on their terms. He added that the 
It’s easier to run an insti- alcohol treatment center 
tution like a military needs as much as 
camporaRomanCatholic $500,000 more. In fact, 
church, but thut isn t whiil he suid, u government 
learning is about. • evaluation of Kapown 


attempting to relocate the 
present patients to other 
treatment centers in the 
province, but at the end 
of last week places were 
found for only four of the 
sixteen patients. 

Treatment facilities at 
Bonnyville and Pound- 
maker’s are filled to 
February and, said 
Nisbet, “all Native alco¬ 
hol rehabilitation centers 
are full to capacity till 
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Season's Greetings to all out Friends & Customers 

WESTBROOK 

HOTEL 

I 362-29291 

OFFERS: 

• 21 UNITS ALL AIR CONDITIONED 
• COLOR TV • LOUNGE & RESTAURANT 

404 - 8th Avenue West, Brooks, Alberto 
Mailing Address Box 1388 


We care about your 
child's safety! 
Seasons Greetings to you 
and yours from 

ESSO 

RESOURCES 

CANADA 


(Seadcm &. 9iav- &ean 

THE WESTERNER 
FAMILY RESTAURANT 

404 - 24 Street, Fort Macleod 


CALL 553-4066 


Photo Script ltd. 


CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING 

Specializing in Moosehair Tuftings, 
Conservation Framing & 
Needlework 


LARGE GALLERY featuring limited 
edition prints & original works of art by 
famous northern artists. Representing 























































PAINE J R & 
ASSOCIATES 

Materials & Foundation Consultants 
Testing & Inspection Engineers 
Site Investigations 

LABORATORY & FIELD TESTING FACILITIES 

440-3040 

7781 - 16 Street, Edmonton, AB T6P 1M1 


Sales Ltd. 

Large City Volume 
Low Country Overhead 

Highway 2A, WETASKIWIN 

352-6043 

Edmonton Direct Line 424-9286 

"Go That Extra Mile For Us, 
and We’ll Go That Extra Mile For You.” 


Maygard 
Industrial 
Equipment DonM o y r e d r 


Alberta's Industrial Repair Company 
Specializing In: 

• On-Site Mobile Machinery Repair 
• Diesel Engine Rebuilding and Welding 

For additional information phone, write or visit 
Box 6222,4IIS - 49 Street (103| 3S2-7992/ S32S 

Wetaskiwin. AB T9A 2E9 42M847 (Edmonton Direct) 


"A Veiy Merry Christmas & Prosperous 
New Year, especially to our customers 
in the Alexander, Alexis and Paul Bandsl 


MAR-WAYNE 

Water Well Drilling and Servicing Ltd. 

Industrial 8 Residential 
pressure Systems — Septic Systems 

Calahoo. Alberta 

967-2393 ® 967-2525 


THE SPIRIT SINGS 

Artistic Traditions of Canada’s First Peoples 


THE EXHIBITION 



by the beautiful quillwork, beadwork, carvings, 

fbl1 12?264 pa^. 

Hardcover $60.00 Softcover $34.95 
An exhibition catalogue will also be available. 

S The Glenbow Shop 

130_9th Ave. S.E., Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2C 0P3 

(403)264-8300_ 



Denham fo 

















Kalmoc 

Woman 


f PaPa Wolf 1987 

Kalmoc Woman 
your stunning beauty 
your stunning beauty 
and your Native charm. 

Kalmoc woman 
when you are near me 
then nothing can touch me 
or do me harm. 

Kalmoc woman 
when I’m your lover. 

Then nothing cun describe 
how / feeI. 

Kalmoc woman 
when I'm your lover. 

Then old legends and magic 
are all for real 

Kalmoc woman, oh Kalmoc woman 
Seven hawk feathers and two makes nine. 
Kalmoc woman, oh Kalmoc woman 
I have wisdom of Coyote when you are mine. 

Kalmoc woman oh Kalmoc woman 
Seven hawk feathers and two makes nine. 
Kalmoc woman oh Kalmoc woman 
When I’m your lover I’m fine. 


Merry Christmas from 

HIGH LEVEL 


Red Rooster Food Store 


* Gas, Groceries & Movie Rentals 

Open to Midnight — Seven Days a Week 

® 926-3608 A&r 


GREETINGS... 

To the Native Families from 

C.V. Construction 

■ Livestock Farm 

■ Grain Farm 

■ Site Clearing 

■ Cat Work 

■ Back Hoe 

Specializing In Oilfield Construction 

981-2156 

Paddle Prairie, Alta. 

Lawrence Vllleneuve, Owner 


FRIENDSHIP BINGO 
centre 


■ Doors Open 5:00 p.m. 

■ Earty Bird Games 6:30 p.m. 

■ Regular Games 7:30 p.m. 

■ First Bonanza Pre-Call 7:00 p.m. 

■ Second Bonanza Pre-Call 8:45 p.m. 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
10513 - 98 Ave, GRANDE PRAIRIE 

m 532-4645 


<Hma c )lay 


Native Heritage at Driftpile 



by Jean Lacey 

Martha Campiou- 
Zarut/.ky brought her 
Native Heritage Program 
to Driftpile Community 
School recently. 

As part of the school's 
newly augmented Cree 
Language Program, the 
students were entertained 
by a puppet show with 
characters named Napew 
(man), Iskwew (woman), 
Moshom (grandfather), 
and Kookom (grand¬ 
mother), all dressed in 


traditional costumes. 

Professional and local 
actors took part in a play 
written by Campiou- 
Zarutzky which depicts a 
proud chief with three 

of a young warrior trav¬ 
elling to his village in 
search of a wife. Intro¬ 
ducing the play, Fred 
Campiou explained, “this 
is a modern version of 
what we understand was 
our history.” 

Marty Ouellette from 
Fishing Lake played the 


role of the beautiful 
princess chosen by the 
warrior as his mate. 
Ouellette has been a 
professional model for 
three years. She has done 
cover work for Career 
Alberta and works out of 
Edmonton and Calgaty. 

Driftpile resident 
George Isadore was 
resplendent as the chief. 
Other locals in the play 
were Sheldon Chalifoux, 
Stanley Isadore, David 
Giroux, Alvina Keenatch, 
Pearl Giroux, Rita Belle- 
rose, Shauna Bellerose 
and Caroline Isadore. 

Campiou-Zarutsky, 
born on the Driftpile 
Reserve, is a director of 


the Alberta Craft Council 
and a member of the 
White Braid Society. She 
has been employed by 
Northland School Divi¬ 
sion to promote Native 
heritage throughout 
schools in the north. Five 
regulars travel with 
Campiou-Zarutzky as 
part of her show. Other 
actors are chosen from 
local people of the area. 

Said Campiou- 
Zarutzky: “it is particu¬ 
larly meaningful for me 
to bring this program 
home to Driftpile, but 
difficult as well. It’s the 
first time I’ve been back 
since my mother died 
earlier this year.” • 


We Offer Substantial Discounts 
To The Native Community So 



—*— I —***“• * tjuuw UK ircrn io your ram ana 

> of brute force and a dual Dealer. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALI RON OR LARRY 


458-7272 

RIVERSIDE SALES LTD. 357 St. Albert Road, St. Alberta, AB 
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A Christmas Poem 

by John Copley 


Christmas was fast closing 
Upon the workers at the pole, 

And Santa in his wisdom 
I Told us all what we should know. 
I First, he said, remember 
I If not for you and me 
i Many little children 
| Would have no Christmas tree 
j And underneath the mantle 
I On the fireplace 
I Would be no filled-up stocking 
I Bringing joy to a child’s face. 



To lift their spirits and their hearts 
And give them cause to sing. 

For Christmas is very special 
A certain time of year — 

When joyous tidings are symbolic 
Of the peace we really bear. 


For peace on earth, goodwill to men, 
Is spoken with much ease. 

But we know-it is not true. 

Peace, is not easy to achieve 
First we look unto ourselves 
And find a common goal 
Amity must first be found 
Within each persons soul 
It’s you and me Santa said to us, 
Not east or west decides, 

Who is best or who is wrong 
Or who’s on the right side. 

That’s why this Christmas season 
Like all those in the past. 

We spread good tidings everywhere 
And pray that they will last. 

And if this year we help to bring 
Closer fellowship with man, 

I know that one day, Christmas 
Will see a world holding hands. 
And as we jumped into the sleigh 
And yelled to our reindeer, 

I heard a cheerful Santa say. 

"88 — will be a great year!" 
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“THE GOAL CREASE” 


-COOPER (DURA SOFT) - -BROWN CUSTOM— 

GP95XXL - 36" ‘1025“ / *850“ JB250 - 32", 34" Reb/Blue >995“ / *800“ 

GP95XL - 34" *995“ / *800“ JB250 - 34" *995“ / *800“ 



GOAL GLOVES AVAILABLE FROM COOPER, CCM, 
KOHO, BROWN, BRIAN, D&R, CANADIAN 

NO C.O.D. ORDERS PLEASE! 

•SHIPMENT ON RECEIPT OF MONEY ORDER, 
OR CHEQUE. 

ORDERS OVER ‘200 00 Pre-Paid Freight in Alberta 

Highlands 

Sports Ltd. 

11847 - 72 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 
Tele*' 1 ne 471-2230 
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On Behalf of 
The Alberta Progressive 
Conservative Association 



iSsf t tyl/tdtt Bon, cA 



From Don R Getty 

Premier of Alberta 
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Provincial 


New And Strict Regulations Placed on Lynx 

s by nati 



byhis department’s dect .raplineV'in^omTarea! 
tjon to be down. Hc^aid short time period h 'any 



• C us, °m Machine Shop Setvice 29 Huron street 

• Spray Welding Devon. Alberto 

• General Agricultural 007 occ ^ 

& Industrial Repair 
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Your Spirit Remains Alive 


...Riel honored at commemorative ceremony 


by John Copley 

One hundred and two 
years have passed since 
! outstanding Canadian 
and loyal Metis patriot, 
Louis Riel, was hanged 
for his part in the Metis 
Resistance at Batoche, 
Saskatchewan in 1885. 

Recognized by the 
Metis as “one of the 
fathers of confederation". 
Riel was instrumental in 
obtaining Manitoba’s 
entry into confederation 
through negotiation in 
1869 via his newly 
formed Provisional Gov¬ 
ernment of Manitoba. 

Today, more than a 
century after his death, 
Riel is still close to the 
hearts of Alberta’s Metis. 


In a recent commem¬ 
orative ceremony, orga¬ 
nized by Edmonton Metis 
Local 1885 and held on 
the front steps of the 
capital’s legislative build¬ 
ing, many voices spoke 
out in praise of Riel’s 
initial efforts to secure a 
future for the Metis of 
Western Canada. 

These voices also 
called out in favor of 
“unity and collectiveness 
among Native brothers 
everywhere” and an end 
to “individualistic and 
independent conflicts” 
that occasionally erupt 
within Native 

organizations. 

Strength, unity and “a 
dedication to see that our 
culture and our tradi- 



* Wishing You 
. and Yours A 
Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 
from 


Chief: Charlie Bamaby 
Council, Staff & 
members 


Fort Good Flope 
Indian Band 
® 598-2231 


General Delivery, 

Fort Good Hope, N.W.T. 
XOE OHO 


Sandy's 

WELDING LTD. 


CUSTOM BUILT 

• 100 - 210-100 BBL Tanks 

Steel Buildings — Rig 8 Mud Tanks 

TANK REPAIRS 

• General Oilfield-Welding 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

• Sandy Leacock 





® ( 403 ) 638-2449 

BOX 8, RR #1, SUNDRE ALBERTA 
TOM 1X0 


tional values live on 
forever”, was the main 
topic of most speakers at 
the event and the crowd 
of about 60 liked what 
they heard. 

The sudden and cool 
November winds at the 
early afternoon cere¬ 
mony prompted many of 
the guest speakers to cut 
short their comments but 
those in attendance (offi¬ 
cial speaker list) all 
shared the same hopes. 

“We are all unique,” 
said guest speaker Larry 
Desmeules, President of 
the Metis Association of 
Alberta, “and we all have 
a part in the making of 
a secure and stable future 
for our people." 

Desmeules spoke of 
the Metis and of the 
contributions made to 
Canada by them. 

“We are Canadians 
first and we are Metis 
second,” said Desmeules 
as he explained the 


significant contributions 
made by the Metis during 
earlier days when Can¬ 
ada was threatened by 
world war. 

He also said that the 
Metis have always been 
proud Canadians and 
loyal citizens who have 
never avoided responsi¬ 
bility or shirked duty 
when the nation was 
being threatened by 
outside forces. 

Master of Ceremonies 
at the event, Laurent Roy, 
introduced numerous 
other guests during the 
hour-long accolade to 
Riel and himself spoke in 
remembrance of “a great 
Metis leader who is still 
an inspiration to our 
people today." 

Dan Martel, Vice Pres¬ 
ident of the Metis Asso¬ 
ciation of Alberta's Zone 
4 said that the main key 
to a successful future for 
the next generations of 
Metis was a “unified 


effort by a united people 
— all striving for the 

Gordon Poitras, the 
President of Metis Local 
999 praised the efforts of 


past leaders and said that 
“without people like the 
Daniels, the Sinclairs and 
the Steinhauers” the 
Metis growth would not 
be as strong as it is today. 

continued 



CENTAL ALBERTA 

COUASIOH 

LTD. 

Red Deer, Alberta 

346 - 4200 ® 347-1010 

Out of Town Call Collect 


7667 - 49 Avenue, Red Deer, AB 
T4P 1M3 


★ Expert Collision Repair 

★ Baked on Finishes 

★ Unibody Specialists 

★ Pat Chassie 


FREE Pick-Up 
and Delivery 



ACE HARDWARE & 
FORT TEMPO GAS BAR 

• Fua UNE OF HARDWARE • 


BOX 430 

FORT VERMILION 
ALBERTA TOH 1N0 


927-4475 


6A Edmonton 
Municipal Airport 
Edmonton, AB 
_T5G 2Z3 


451-5473 

Bert Thomas 



Richards 
Lumber 
Co. Ltd. 


P.O. BOX 843 

HIGH PRAIRIE, ALBERTA TOG 1E0 

TELEPHONE (403) 523-3696 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS 
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While speaking about 
working for a common 
goal; Poitras emphasized 

future for our youth.” 

Thelma Chalifoux, 
President of Metis Local 
1984 spoke in praise of 
Desmeules, Martel and 
former MAA President, 
Sam Sinclair and said that 
they played “vital roles in 
bettering conditions for 
Metis across Alberta.” 

In her oration, guest 
speaker Dr. Anne Ander¬ 
son, well known Native 
linguist and proprietor of 
the Anne Anderson 
Native Cultural and 
Heritage Centre in 
Edmonton said that “it is 
important that we work 
to retain and expand our 
Metis traditions, culture, 
and languages.” 

Filling in for the sched¬ 
uled Leo Paquette of the 
New Democrats was 
Edmonton Norwood 
MLA Pam Barrett, who 


said she could “sympa¬ 
thize with the Native 
cause” because the New 
Democrats “have also 
had to fight in the struggle 
for fairness and justice 
throughout Canada.” 

Before the official 
ceremonies got underway 
Jo-Ann Daniels, vice- 
president of the newly 
formed Metis Nations 
Alliance, sang her rendi¬ 
tion of “Oh, My Metis” 
— a song written by 
Daniels several years ago. 

After the official 
speakers had finished, 
Sam Sinclair la ’ ' 
wreath next to the Metis 
flag which stood on the 
upper steps of the legis¬ 
lature entryway. 

About 60 people were, 
in attendance for the 
ceremonies. Coffee and 
donuts were served at an 
after-ceremony get- 
together at the Metis 
Local 1885 offices. • 


Native Women Still Fighting 
for Treaty Rights 

...Bill C-31 battles still continue after two years 


ANGEDAL 
DRILLING LTD. 

• BORED WATER WELLS 
• PLASTIC CASEING 
• FISHING TOOLS FOR 
Small Diameter Wells Available 

JEROME TANGEDAL 

Phone: 675-5131 
5“ 1 AD 675-4405 

Athabasca, AB 

^TOG-OBO— Mobile X59-6282 A 


by Gloria Burger 

Some Native women 
who had hoped to regain 
their Treaty rights 
through Bill C-31 are still 
waiting after more than 
two years. 

Only about 6,000 of 
the 85,000 or 90,000 
women and their children 
who have applied for 
reinstatement under the 
new Indian Act have 
actually been reinstated, 
according to a report by 
Kathleen Steinhauer- 
Anderson, a member of 
Indian Rights for Indian 
Women. 

was speaking at a 
workshop spon¬ 
sored by the Alberta 
Status of Women Action 
Committee (ASWAC) in 
Camrose. 

Bill C-31 was designed 
to restore Indian status 
and band membership to 
Native women who have 
married non-Natives. 
Individual bands were 
given the opportunity to 
develop their own mem¬ 
bership codes. 

The act was designed 
"to further divide the 

Marie Smallface-Marule, 
a professor at the Univer¬ 
sity of Lethbridge, told 
the workshop. 

“It dealt with govern¬ 


ment interests — and was 
very self-serving for the 
government," she said, 
because band leaders, not 
the government would 
take the blame for 
accepting or rejecting 
applications from rein¬ 
stated women for band 
membership. 

After the introduction 
of Bill C-31, she said, 
many Native women 
were “divided between 
our national concerns of 
Indian people and those 
concerns of women 
exclusively.” 

She said some band 
leaders were opposed to 
Native women regaining 
their rights, especially in 
Alberta where 90 percent 
of the bands in Canada 
that have “any significant 
revenue or capital base” 
are located. 

These bands, 
Smallface-Marule said, 
felt they had more to lose 
economically by reinstat¬ 
ing these women. 

Steinhauer-Anderson 
noted that many Indian 
women "are not looking 
to go back to the reserve,” 
but want their Indian 
rights for such reasons as 
being able to get financial 
assistance for their chil¬ 
dren’s education. 

Despite the problems, 
Smallface-Marule said, 



she was hopeful that Bill 
C-31 would help to unify 
all people of Native 
ancestry “when they 

common enemy is not 
each other,’’ but the 
government. 

In response to a ques¬ 
tion on how the women’s 
movement can help 
Native women, she said, 
“you’d never go wrong in 


supporting self- 
determination for indige¬ 
nous people" 

She singled out 
ASWAC’s decision to 
launch a campaign to 
combat poverty among 
women for special praise, 
and said it has “tremen¬ 
dous potential for benef- 
itting Indian women in 

community." • 
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BALLOONS 

M A R N I E 

All Occasion Balloon Bouquets Delivered in Costume 
Balloon decorating sen/ices for weddings, office parties, 
showers, birthdays, Christmas, New Years and other 

caiMARNIE 483-2013 


Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year 



May love and peace light 
your way this Christmas! 


ALEXANDER TRIBAL 
GOVERNMENT 

Chief: Allan Paul 
Council, Staff & 
Tribal Members 

Box 510 

Morinville, Alberta TOG 1P0 
939-5887 


SEASON'S GREETINGS 

EDWARD J. NEILL 

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

- 423-3127 - 
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Lubicon Protest Unheard 

...Indian “David” battles Establishment “Goliath” 


“The Spirit Sings”, the 

settlement of its long¬ 

exhibition of Native 

standing land claim. 

artifacts being mounted 
by the Glenbow Museum 

On this page we pre¬ 

for the 1988 Calgary 

sent two sides of the issue 

Winter Olympics, is the 

— the museum’s public¬ 

focus of the Lubicon 

ity on the exhibition itself. 

Lake Indian Band’s pro¬ 

and a brief overview of 

test designed to force 

the Lubicon protest. 


The protest has ipate in and benefit from 
received widespread and the Olympics, 
generally supportive Finally, there is 
coverage from the media, obvious concern 


what form those protests 
might take. 

But the real test of the 
success of the protest will 


by Clint Buehler 

For Bernard Omi- 
nayak, the determined 
chief of the Lubicon Lake 
Indian Band in northern 
Alberta, the 1988 Cal¬ 
gary Winter Olympics is 
a symbol of the Establish¬ 
ment, and the Establish¬ 
ment is the enemy that 
has denied his people the 
land to which his people 
are entitled. 

He sees the Establish¬ 
ment as the spoilers of the 
land on which his people 
have lived for genera¬ 


tions, the destroyers of 
their traditional lifestyle 
through their resource 
development and, ulti¬ 
mately, creators of a form 
of genocide that threatens 
to destroy them. 

For him, the Establish¬ 
ment is the enemy, and 
not a faceless enemy 

For Ominayak, the 
Establishment is the 
federal and provincial 
governments who have 
not yet settled a land 
claim that has been under 
negotiation for 47 years. 




the oil and other resource 
development companies 
that have “invaded” their 
traditional homeland 
with the blessing of those 
governments, and other 
companies and financial 
backers that profit from 
that development. 

As far as he is con¬ 
cerned, it is that same 
Establishment that is 
organizing the Calgary 
Olympics, and that is why 
the Olympics are the 
target of the Lubicon 
protest. 

The choice of “The 
Spirit Sings”, the exhibi¬ 
tion of Native artifacts 
being mounted for the 
Olympics by the Glen- 
bow Museum, as the 
focus for this protest, is 
rooted in that same 
situation, with an added 
justification. 

The primary objection 
to the exhibition is that it 
is sponsored by Shell Oil, 
the same company, Omi¬ 
nayak says, that has been 
responsible for the 
resource development 
that has been so harmful 
to his people. 

In addition, the chief 
and other Indians and 
their supporters maintain 
that many of the artifacts 
in the exhibit were taken 
from the Indians without 
their permission. Many of 
those artifacts are being 
obtained from museums 
in other countries, and 
Ominayak and his sup¬ 
porters maintain that if 
those artifacts are 
returned, they should be 
returned to the Indians, 
not to the “Establish¬ 
ment" institution, the 
Gler.bow. 

There is no doubt that 
the protest has had an 
impact. It has gained 
widespread support in 
Canada and other coun¬ 
tries from Aboriginal 
organizations, the World 
Council of churches and 
other religious groups, 
academics and many 
private citizens. 


The impact of the the negative impact of be whether o 
protest on land claim protest activities while Lubicons will get the kind 

negotiations is more the Olympics is in prog- of settlement they are 

difficult to assess since 
the final outcome is still 

After the protest began 
more than two years ago, 
the negotiation process 
came to a virtual stand¬ 
still. For some time, the 
federal government did 
not even have a negotia- 


recently appointed, and 
the Alberta government 
has now appointed a 
negotiator as well even 
though the Lubicon Band 
has made it clear that it 
wants to deal with only 
the federal government. 

An even more signif¬ 
icant development may 
be the federal govern¬ 
ment's release of the 
report prepared for it by 
E. Davie Fulton, the 
former federal justice 
minister. That report was 
suppressed, and Fulton 
was removed from the 
negotiations because, 
according to Ominayak, 
he was too supportive of 
the Lubicon Indians and 
their demands. 

Another indication of 
the success of the 
Lubicon protest is the 
last-minute broadening 
of opportunities for 
Alberta Indians to parlic- 
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tower* 


479-8428 


refused to provide arti¬ 
facts to the Glenbow as 
a result of the protest 


Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 



from: 

CHIEF: Donald Calliou 
Council, Staff and Members 

SUCKER CREEK BAND 


P.O. Box 65 
Enilda, Alberta TOG 0W0 

523-4426 
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Meech Lake Accord Not Satisfactory 

...NWT government leader hints at embarrassing Ottawa 


Indians Charge 
Trickery in Meech 
Lake Accord 

...say Getty pulled 
a quarterback sneak 


by Ennis Morris 

A senate committee 
travelling around north¬ 


ern Canada has been told 
that there could be a 
"revolution in the north” 
if the Meech Lake 


stand as is. 

Northwest Territories 
government leader Nick 
Sibbeston told the visiting 
committee that recent 
votes, favoring the accord 
in the House of Com¬ 
mons, “no way settles the 
issue for Northerners.” 

“Let Canadians be 
very certain about this,” 
he said. “They haven’t 
killed us. They have fed 
us. They have gotten our 
ire up. We will fight to 
the bitter end and we will 

Sibbeston hinted that 
Ottawa could be embar¬ 
rassed before the interna¬ 
tional community by 
showing discrimination 


against Canada’s isolated 

The standing-room- 
only crowd applauded 
loudly and frequently as 
Sibbeston spoke. 

The senate has the 
power to delay passage of 
the accprd for up to six 
months — if it is in the 
best interests of Northern 
Canadians. 

It’s known that Nor¬ 
therners do not want the 
country’s ten premiers to 
hold a veto over the 
creation of new provinces 
because this, says Sibbes¬ 
ton, would mean that the 
territories would never be 
allowed provincial status. 

The veto is included in 
the accord. • 


by Cory Boulet 

Native people from 
across Alberta took their 
objections to the Meech 
Lake Accord to the 
Alberta Legislature 
November 23. 

Nearly 100 were on 
hand to hear their leaders 
accuse Premier Don 
Getty of pulling a quar¬ 
terback sneak on them by 
signing the accord. (Getty 
is a former quarterback 
for the Edmonton 
Eskimos.) 

While they protested, 
preparations were being 
made inside for the 
opening of a session of 
the Legislature at which 
the accord would be 
discussed. 

The Indians were seek¬ 
ing changes to the accord 
which would protect 
Aboriginal rights. With¬ 
out such changes, Indian 
Association of Alberta 
(IAA) President Gregg 
Smith told the cheering 
crowd, Aboriginal self- 
government is an impos¬ 
sibility. He said the 
accord jeopardizes 
Treaty rights because it 
puts too much power in 
the hands of provinces. 

Smith also attacked the 
federal and provincial 
governments for failing 
to negotiate land settle¬ 
ments with Indian bands 
such as the Lubicon Lake 


band in northern Alberta. 
He said that failure shows 
the need for a strong 
federal government to 
protect the rights of 
Native people. 

He said that Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney 
calls the accord an his¬ 
toric agreement because 
it brings Quebec into the 
Constitution, “but he 
conveniently forgets 
about Treaty and Aborig¬ 
inal rights. 

“Until our rights are 
properly recognized and 
entrenched, Canada wil 
be incomplete.” 

Smith said a further 
erosion of Native rights 
could result if the prov¬ 
inces are allowed to 
choose Supreme Court 
judges and opt out of 
federal spending 
programs. 

The Native people 
were not alone in their 
protest. They were joined 
by placard-carrying rep¬ 
resentatives of labor, 
ethnic and women’s 
groups also opposed to 
the accord, and as they 
marched from Winston 
Churchill Square to the 
Legislature, motorists 
indicated their support by 
honking their horns. 

Support for the protest 
also came from Keith 
Penner, one of eleven 
Liberal caucus members 
continued 



CONFECTIONERY NEEDS 

ST. PAUL, ALBERTA 645-5346 


Morinville Dental Clinic 

Suite 102, 9918- 100 Street 
Phone 939-2500 

Dr. P. Tomita Dr. D. Vanberkel 

Monday to Friday Mon., Tues., Wed. 

7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 3:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 


Merry Christmas from 

J&L 

Photography 

We are pleased to announce that we are 

Opening Soon 
in the St. Paul Co op Mall 

With a full kine of Pentax and Canon 
camera equipment 

• Studio Portraits • Weddings • Family 

• Groups • Grads • Baby 

• Video • Passport Photos 

Phone 645-5164 
St. Paul, Alberta 



Accord is allowed to 


^Penny’s cJJome ^uMisfiiiigs 

OFFERS OUR 
commitment TO YOU 

In appreciation for your business. Penny's offers a three year 
replacement on all items purchased at Penny's should you suffer 
the loss oPyour home or contents in a fire. 

Next to Children’s Choice — 4901 - 49 Street — 352-3678 

Prices that save you more than pennies! 
Exceptional quality furniture! 

No charge delivery! 

No nonsense sales gimmicks! 

"Vour every day best buys 
Sales you can’t afford to miss! 



May the spirit of Christmas, 
peace and fellowship that warms 
your home this Holiday Season continue 
throughout the coming New Year. 

Liberia 

Minister of the Dmronmcnt ENVIRONMENT 
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in the House of Com¬ 
mons who voted against 
the accord. He agreed 
with Smith that the 
accord “dashes the 
hopes" for self- 
government of Canada's 
[ Native people. 

“We all want Quebec 
in the Constitution, but do 
we have to push others 
aside in the process?” he 

> The provincial New 
Democrats were repre¬ 


sented by MLA Leo 
Piquette, who said his 
caucus would introduce 
and amendment to the 
accord in the Legislature 
in an effort to force 
another First Minister's 
Conference on Aborigi- 

Interviewed the day 
after the protest. Smith 
said he was particularly 
pleased with the media 
coverage the protest 
received. • 



^jlMlng QJou i A Akij c Blessed ‘DMdatj 

Dr. R.F. Haynes 

Optometrist 

High Prairie 
Phone 523-4002 

Mon., Wed., Fri. 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Falher, Valleyview 



Churches Seek New Way To 
Help Natives 

...urgent need seen to replace Project North 


by Gary Auger 

Canadian churches are 
looking for a new vehicle 
through which they can 
provide assistance and 
support for Native 

Project North, which 
they have worked 
through in the past, is to 
close down at the end of 
this year, the victim of 
disagreement among its 
staff and the eight 
churches which support 

But there is now con¬ 
cern that without Project 
North, Native people will 
be left without a strong 
advocate among the 
country’s churches. 

Since it was founded in 
1985, Project North has 
played an important role 
in raising awareness of 
Native concerns among 
the church members and 
society at large, and in 
lobbying the government 


in Ottawa on native 
concerns. 

Originally, the 
churches planned to let 
Project North disappear 
and spend a year consult¬ 
ing with various Native 
groups across the country 
on what form a replace¬ 
ment should take. 

That did not sit well 
with the representatives 
of Native organizations, 
who said there is an 
urgent need right now for 
church support and they 
cannot afford to wait for 
as long as two years for 
the churches to develop 
a new vehicle for speak¬ 
ing on Native issues, 

As Bill Erasmus, pres¬ 
ident of the Dene Nation 
in the Northwest Territo¬ 
ries, said following a 
meeting with church 
representatives, “we 
indicated that they could 
review their mandate, but 
the need to have Project 
North or something sim- 


Early last month, Proj¬ 
ect North representatives 
met with its member 
churches, some Native 
representatives and its 
network of supporting 
groups and agreed to 
speed up the reincarna¬ 
tion of the organization. 

Rev. Peter Hamel, 
chairman of the board of 
Project North, says the 
churches have decided to 
form an “interim task 
group" to work on exist¬ 
ing concerns and issues. 

As this newspaper was 
going to press, a meeting 
was in the offing at which 
Hamel expected the 
churches might even 
decide to hire a staff 


person to continue the 
work being done now by 
the three staff members 
of Project North. 

Hamel did emphasize 
that, because of the 
concerns of Native 
groups, there is no way 
that the churches will stop 
or reduce their involve¬ 
ment in the field of Native 
rights until they find a 
more permanent way of 
replacing the project. 

“The battle goes on," 
Hamel says. “Because of 
the messages we heard 
from the network people 
and Native organiza¬ 
tions,” the churches 
realize that this interim 
period has to be short. • 


CANNORAL 


Merry Christmas 


Looking for entertainment for your school or 
office parties, call the Doc Myles Travellin’ Show 

776-2202 

children's entertainment since 1976 

Box 107, Joussard, AB TOG 1J0 





Good line of 

Autobody, Automotive and Truck Parts 
USED CARS FOR SALE 


ACE* 

DIAMOND D 
AUTO PARTS 
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Revelstoke Transit Mix 
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783-5610 352-6330 


Enterprises Ltd 
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• General Contractors 

• Cat Work • Truck Haul 
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• Pilot Car 

Charles Fraser 

791-3887 

24 HOUR ANSWERING SERVICE 
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A Resource Guide For Native Services 



SEASON’S 

EATINGS 

HOLIDAY 
VALUE PAR 

• 12 Pieces of Chicken • Medium Fries 

• Medium Gravy 

Kentucky Fried Chicken 


Faculty of Extension, U 
of A 

IQ047-81 Avenue, 
Edmonton 
Phone 432-5732 
Hours of operation are 
Monday through Friday 
from 8:00 a.m. till 5:00 
pm. 

Contact: Lois Gander 
o Offers an extensive 
library and reference 
materials. Most topics are 
law-related. 

School of Native Studies 
11036-89 Avenue, 
Edmonton 
Phone 432-2991 
Hours of operation (win¬ 
ter) 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Contact: Richard Price 
□ Offers courses in var¬ 
ious categories including 
Cree language courses, 
advanced Cree, Native 
Arts, and Aboriginal 
Rights. 

Canadian Native Friend¬ 
ship Centre 

10176-117 Street, 
Edmonton 
Phone 482-6051 
Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday 
Contact: Georgina 


Donald 

□ The CNFC offers a 
wide variety of facilities. 
Recreation of all types is 

. available through the 
centre as are programs 
that look after the needs 
of people moving from 
rural areas into the city. 

Native Outreach Associ¬ 
ation of Alberta 

#301, 10603-108 

Avenue, Edmonton 
Phone 428-9350 
Hours are Monday- 
through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. till 4:30 p.m. 
Contact: Laurent Roy 

□ Native Outreach offers 
a series of self-help 
training programs for 
various orientation pur¬ 
poses including positive 

self-image building and 
setting down realistic 
daily goals. 

Indian Association of 
Alberta 

11630 Kingsway 
Avenue, Edmonton 
Phone 452-4330 
Hours are 8:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. weekdays only 
Contact: Gregg Smith 
o The Indian Association 
of Alberta has many 


objectives, from handling 
of treaty right matters to 
offering training pro¬ 
grams for self¬ 
development, and social 
and economic planning. 

Metis Association of 
Alberta 

120, 12520 St. Albert 
Trail 

Phone 455-2200 
Hours are weekdays from 
8:30 a.m. till 4:30 p.m. 
Contact: Larry 

Desmeules 

□ The Metis Association 
is a province-wide orga¬ 
nization that represents 
the Metis and non-status 
Indians in the province. 
The organization also 
helps out in land protec¬ 


tion and issues of self- 
determination. 

N’Ga Wee Daycare 
Centre 

11618-95 Street, 
Edmonton 
Phone 477-1375 
Hours are Monday 
through Friday from 7:00 
a.m. till 5:30 p.m. 
Contact: Judy Hilbert 
□ This daycare centre 
provides care for children 
from two to five years of 
age. The children get out 
to picnics and special 
field trips. Hot lunches 
are provided and inter¬ 
ested parents are encour¬ 
aged to visit the centre 
during normal operating 


Native News Briefs 

Compiled from various sources 
by Don Gregory 


American Indians 

Want Ancestors’ Bones Back 


There are many, many 
organizations that pro¬ 
vide both essential and 
non-essential services for 
Native people. In this and 
up-coming issues of 
Alberta Native News, we 
will provide you with the 

background. 

Clip out the page — 
use it as a calendar/ 
phone/address reference 
guide the next time you 
need to find something. 

Women’s Emergency 
Accommodation Centre 

10007-105A Avenue, 
Edmonton 
Phone 424-7543 
o Open 24 hours a day, 

emergency housing cen¬ 
tre and offers medical 
assistance as well as 
clothing and other 

Contact: Margo Pariscau 

Poundmaker’s l-odge 
Box 3884, Stn. D, 
Edmonton 
Phone 454-1884 
Hours arc 8:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 

Contact: Pat Shirt 
□ Offers a 30 day in¬ 


patient centre and 
includes various group 
and individual programs 
geared to help those with 
alcohol related problems. 
Boyle Street Community 
Co-Op 

9720-102 Avenue, 
Edmonton 
Phone 424-4106 
Hours arc from 8:30 a.m. 
till 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. 

Contact: Nancy Kotani 

□ Offers many services 
and information services 
relating to health, legal, 
alcohol, and welfare 
matters. An outreach 
program will help in 
school and family 
matters. 

Native Pastoral Centre 

10829-105 Avenue, 
Edmonton 
Phone 424-1431 
Open Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 

Contact: Bernadette 
Lcniay 

□ Offers all forms of 
religious ceremony 
including baptism, com¬ 
munion and marriage. 

legal Resource Centre 


them by the museums 
that now have them. 

It is estimated that 
there are 100,000 skele¬ 
tons of Indians on display 
or in storage at the 
Smithsonian Institution 
and in other museums 
across the Country. 

American Indian lead¬ 
ers have the support of 
some legislators, includ¬ 
ing Senator John Melcher 
of Montana, who plans to 
introduce a bill early next 
year to help the recovery 
of Indian bones and 
sacred objects. 

The leaders say when 
a white person's grave is 
dug up it is called grave 
robbing; when it is an 
Indian grave, it is consid¬ 
ered archaeology. 

The defense offered by 
museums and universities 
is that they have more 
Indian than other bones 
in their collections 
because Indians were in 
North America much 
longer than non-Indians, 
and these bones are 
important in helping 
explain the continent's 
history. 

The Smithsonian alone 
has 34,000 remains of 
which 14,500 are Indian. 
Most are more than 500 
years old, and were 
collected by U.S. army 
soldiers at battlefields 
















Feature 


Treasured Christmas Memories 
of a Fat Little Boy on the Farm 


by Clint Buehler 

When I was young... 

When I was a fat little 
boy growing up on a dirt 
farm on the Alberta 
Prairies, I would listen 
eagerly when my parents 
or grandparents or 
grown-up friends of the 
family would say, “When 
I was young...” 

I knew that meant the 
start of a story about 
other times and places, 
and I would soak up all 
of that shared experience, 
trying to relive it with 

When I grew older, and 
thought I knew it all, I 
grew impatient with tales 
of the past and the moral¬ 
ity lesson they often 
contained. I was too 
wrapped up in myself and 
the here-and-now and the 
what-might-be. 

Now I grown older still, 
and 1 wish I had, listened 
more and longer to the 
tales told by those n 
longer here to tell them. 

And 


and spitting in 
pail, mothers in their 
good jersey dresses m 


Many a singer lost the 
dering off in a musical 


futile efforts to keep the direction far removed 
exuberance of the young- from the music the pianist 


the din of laughing, found creating a r 


running children. 

In contrast to the happy 
crowd out front, behind 


supposed to be the c 
forgotten 


been able ti 
help her, waged a desper¬ 
ate battle to get the teacher was left wringing 
performers into their her hands wondering 
costumes, calm their where her cast was going 
i, dry their many and how the play would 


tears and keep the boys ever end, 
from pulling the girls’ would, 
hair and fighting with 


I ve grown crepe paper jn vivid 

mv™h!w mySe f *° Say colors a PP eared > ready to 
mv r , -—a be cut into strips and 

woven into streamers. 

The dotted outlines of 
blackboard stencils in 
Christmas designs were 


e took o 


Youngsters holding 
cards to spell out Merry 
Christmas, if they didn't 
get them upside down, 


enthusiastic rendition of ing such as Merry Christ- 


to my children and my 
grandchildren and the so 
many others in my life 
who are younger than me, 
“When I was young...” 


‘Oh Canada’ 

Settled again in their 
seats, their eyes glued to 
the curtain, the crowd 


When I was young, the checked to see that they 
highlight of Christmas were still intact so they 
season was the Christmas could be used, 
concert staged at our one- Christmas plays were 
room, one-teacher selected and parts 
school. Everyone of the assigned, along with 
dozen or so students from individual recitations and 
Grade 1 to 9 had a part musical solos. In farm 
to play. Younger brothers houses dotted around the 
and sisters still at home school, beneath the 
were recruited, too, along golden glow of kerosene 
with those adults in the lamps and lanterns, ear- 
community renowned for nest children stumbled 
their talent. over their lines, again and 

Preparations began again until even the 

early, since the teacher, patience of the most 

already loaded down devoted parents neared 


desperate note as choirs 
failed to harmonize, 
precision drills were 
disrupted by collisions waited in hushed expect- 
that sometimes deterio- ancy for the first number 
rated into confrontations on the program. After 
and plays were inter- some fumbling to find 
rupted by pauses as lines where the curtains 


My own special 
ory is of the year my 
brother, then five and 1, 
then eight, shared the 
stage. After almost 
ing to blows over 




grades at once in a single 
room was also well aw: 
that her performance 
a teacher would be worked their magic with 
judged as much on the needle and thread, trans- 
success of the concert 


its limit. 

While the performers 
practiced, the nimble 
fingers of their mothers 


forming scraps of cloth 
into garments fit for 
miniature angels and 
wise men and other 
assorted biblical 


the academic progress 
of her students. 

Giving everyone a 
chance to perform, 
regardless of talent, characters, 
required the dexterity of Meanwhile, as the 
a juggler, the diplomacy night of the concert drew 
of a statesman and the even nearer so did the 
patience of a saint. And patience of the teacher 
mothers could be a bigger grow thinner as she 
problem than their chil- desperately attempted to 
dren as they lobbied for transform her charges 
featured spots for their into a polished, company 


were forgotten or new the youngsters charged was to go first, my 
words the playwright with that important brother, who shall remain 
never thought of were responsibility, drew them nameless since he is now 
substituted. apart to reveal the a successful businessman 

The day of the concert assembled cast. and might be embar- 

saw the schoolroom Youngsters stirred in rassed by this revelation, 
transformed into a the- the audience as they decided to be creative, 
atre with a plank stage recognized older brothers His recitation 
and curtains made from and sisters, some called supposed to be: 
bed sheets. Rows of their names and were 

chairs recruited from rewarded with a frown or "When I was a little boy 
farm kitchens provided a smile or even a wave, Just so high, 
familiar seating. depending on how My mother used to spank 

Long before the con- seriously they were tak- me 
cert was actually to begin, ing this performance. And make me cry; 
the cheerful jingle of Once again the pianist But now I’m a big boy 
harness and the squeak of hit the opening chord, and And Momma can’t do it 
sleigh runners in the snow the performers in the But Poppa takes the 
signalled the arrival of audience were drowned broomstick 
each family, decked out out by the singers on And hops right to it." 
in their Sunday best, stage. Dear brother chose to 

While dads, with heavy Somehow, the nights change the last two lines 
coats pulled over awk- program was completed, to: 
wardly worn suits, tended highlighted often by 
to the horses, mothers blunders than by out- 
herded their rosy- standing performances, 
cheeked youngsters into but the completion of 
the schoolhouse, bearing every item on the pro- 
with them the sandwiches gram was rewarded with 
and cakes for the lunch thunderous applause, 
that ended every commu- Many a 
nity event and, hidden in dwindled i 


Big brother was not 
amused, but was pulled 
away before he could do 
any permanent damage, 
citation Poppa, sitting red-faced 
silence in the audience, managed 


brown paper bags, the over forgotten lines, but a laugh, probably 
simple gifts that Santo resumed and were fin- because he knew that all 
would later distribute. ished after prompting his friends and neigh- 
Wbile the men from parents or siblings continued 
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hours knew he had never 
hit Momma in his life. 

Finally, the concert 
was over, completed in 
full patriotic fervor with 
the singing of “God Save 
The Queen". 

Now the real excite¬ 
ment began, and the 
anticipation of the chil¬ 
dren was soon rewarded 
with the distant jingling 
of bells and, moments 
later, the appearance of 
Santa Claus himself 

No one seemed to 
notice that his red suit 
was somewhat ragged 
and soiled, or that his 
moustache was lopsided. 
And no one seemed to 
notice that the bag of 
candy was small or that 
the gifts were inexpen¬ 
sive. We were used to 
getting by with the basics, 
and any treat or gift was 
welcome — and very 
special if it was delivered 
by Santa Claus himself, 
even if he did look more 
than a little like the 
teacher's husband. 

One thing there was 
always plenty of, was 
food, and even soft drinks 
for the children — 
another special treat. 
Even before the food was 
gone, the younger chil¬ 


dren had found benches 
and other spots to lie 
down and had drifted off 
into dreamworlds all their 
own, no doubt filled with 
their own visions of 
angels and wise men and 
Santa and the baby Jesus. 

While Mothers 
bundled them into snow- 
suits and blankets, fathers 
hitched the horses to the 
sleighs. Soon children of 
all ages were snuggled 
under quilts laid on straw 
in the bottom of the 
sleigh. Then, with a flick 


For The Pride of Christmas 


of t\ 
moved off i 


yard 
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by Ken Ward 

There was a young brave back then... 

He would happened to walk into a foxes den. 
He noticed how sad she was. 

For she was alone once again. 

He walked up to her with some concern. 

She called to her brother. 

“My dear brother with the long black hair.” 

I am sad with despair. 

“Why?” he wondered. 

As he sat near her. 

“It seemed like it was .yesterday. 

When my young cubs were here. 

But it has been awhile 
Now Christmas is near." 

The young brave held her paw. 

To comfort her for she is old now. 

For the time and changes have hurt her. 

“I remembered when my little ones. 

Would play together. 

They would laugh and jump around. 

They knew love was easy to be found.” 

She lowers her head. 

Words cannot be said. 

For the young brave had understood. 

“Now when I would look out of my den. 

1 would expect to see them. 

Running home for Christmas once again.” 

It must be a dream... 

To desire one’s need for unity. 

I do not wish for pity my brother.” 


her. 

“My dear sister. 

As I sit here as a proud Indian. 

For who I am. 

I know that when I have a family. 

I can feel through the concern for unity. 

Will have to begin with me. 

It’s like the bow and the arrow. 

The only way they will work if they work together " 


As he walks away. 

He turns and notices by the comer of his eye. 

Two young foxes scurrying to the den. 

He smiles to himself. 

For Christmas is joyous once again. 

For the mother, her children and the proud Indian. 

It’s that time once again when we would be together 
for Christmas. Sharing gifts, sharing your love for 
another. I would only ask of one special request that 
there are some who are alone, they are your brothers 
and sisters who would love a home. Take in a guest 
or two and give the Christmas spirit that comes from 
you. It’s the Indian way. “Merry Christmas my dear 
brothers and sisters. For the New Year is near and 
work for strength in unity. That will help build our 
Indian Community. This I pray for the Great Spirit.” 
Ken Ward, Enoch Band 

“Meny Christmas and Happy New Year, Native 
News and Readers." 

From Recreation Director, Lorraine Alexander, and 
staff. 


“It is Christmas soon. 

If one cub should return. 

Then it’s never too lake to begin. 

In what you have yearned. 

Keep that dream... for I must leave.” 


“We take care of all your 
auction needs; 

Farm, Estates, Antiques, etc." 

Phone 782-2473 

Lacombe, Alberta 
Auctioneers: John & Donna 
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A Voice In The Wilderness 

...the story of Harry Rusk _ 


by Dennis Chamey 

Until he entered school 
in Fort Nelson at the age 
of9,he had never spoken 
a word of English. 

Harry Rusk was bom 
in a remote Indian village 
on the banks of the 
Kahntah River in North¬ 
ern British Columbia. His 
formal education was 
short-lived and as the 
well-spoken, self- 
educated man relates the 
harsh details of his early 
life, one can only marvel 
at the warmth in his 
smile, the spontaneous 
laughter and his obvious 
love of humanity. 

He reveals vivid mem¬ 
ories in his early life on 
his parent’s trapline. He 
recalls counting stars to 
help induce sleep on 
many cold, Northern 
nights. He relates how his 
mother dressed his 
fathers body, then pulled 
it on a sleigh to a final 
resting place in a tiny 
Indian graveyard. He 
recounts the hardships 
and prejudices he 
endured but states 
matter-of-factly that he is 
pleased with the oppor¬ 
tunities life has handed 

Tuberculosis (TB), 
once a rampant disease 
among Native people, 
claimed Harry’s only 
brother and both parents. 
Having been stricken 
with the disease himself, 
Harry spent four years in 
Edmonton’s Charles 
Camsell Hospital. At the 
age of 15 he was left all 

His illness and his four- 
year stay in the Indian 
hospital provided the 
turning point in Harry 




Harry Rusk — Grand Ole Opry, 1972. 


Indian. My command of 
the English language was 
still lacking. No one had 
taught me the words 
“can’t” or “quit". I loved 
music and that first 
meeting with Hank Snow 
turned up a new word in 
my vocabulary!” 

Rusk's life. diction by emulating The word was hope. 

Un June 13, 1952 the Hank's voice as he For Harry it was like a 
TB Ward had a special repeatedly played his voice in the wilderness! 
visitor. In a typical records. With new determtna- 

humanitarian gesture, the Today Harry philo- tion he pursued a musical 
legendary Hank Snow sophically ponders the career which included the 
toured the hospital and turns his life might have release of three albums 
spoke with the patients, taken. “I could have lost on the Point label and a 
This first meeting with myself in drugs, alcohol, number of successful 
Snow proved to be a crime or any number of singles with Apex Rec- 
major influence in Har- destructive pursuits!" he ords. His credits included 
ry’s life. It kindled a love says. appearances on Carl 

of music and ultimately Discrimination was so Smith’s Country Music 
revealed a talent that was prevalent then and I Hall, Don Messer’s net- 
to be a major part of his received so much nega- work show and perfor- 
life. tive advice, I might well mances with Webb 

His mother bought him have quit music totally," Pierce, Buck Owens, 
an inexpensive guitar and recalls Harry. But his eyes Farron Young and many, 
Rusk began to pattern his twinkle and he laughs: many i 


Alberta Government 
Achievement Award, the 
equivalent from the 
Government of B.C. and 
the Government of Can¬ 
ada, “Queens Medal". 

Most of the success 
that has come his way, 
Rusk unselfishly attri¬ 
butes to those who have 
given him opportunities 
over the years. Well 
known Gaby Haas was 


one of Harry's biggest 
supporters and opened 
the door for his first TV 
appearances. His band 
members, Ron Milden- 
berger, Ray Bellrose, 
Mike Hollman, Eddie 
Stephens, Art Hoffman, 
Don Dohme, and Gany 
Okrainec are among 
those who worked with 
him during his career and 
continued 


vocal and instrumental 
style after that of his hero, 
“The Singing Ranger", 
Hank Snow. So great was 
Rusk’s admiration of 
Snow that he even began 
to improve his English 




e, I was a treaty He has r 
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: insists they get full 


For all he has accom¬ 
plished. Harry Rusk 
maintains a humble view 
of himself. 

On June 21, 1972 
al most 20 years to the day 
since their first meeting, 
Harry received a tele¬ 
phone call from Hank 
Snow inviting him to 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

And so the man from 
the tiny village on the 
banks of the remote 
Kahntah River became 
the first full-blooded 


North American Indian 
to perform on the stage 
of the Grand Ole Opry! 

It was to be the first of 
six performances by Rusk 
on The Opry. 

One of Harry’s close 
friends is Jimmy Snow, 
Hank’s son. Harry has 
appeared on Jimmy’s 
Grand Ole Opry Gospel 
Show. He still has not 
picked up on the words 




In 1983 Harry realized 
another calling and 
became an ordained 
minister. With Jimmy 
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Snow he has travelled to 
locations from Hawaii to 
Israel. He is currently 
writing two books. One is 
his personal biography, 
"Beyond The Bend In 
The River”. 

This one-hour CBC/ 
Woodward produced 
documentary was 
recently awarded a spe¬ 
cial AMPIA award at this 
year’s annual banquet. 

Occasionally, some 
aspect of production so 
impresses the judges that 
a special jury award is 
presented. This unique 
award, presented to Rusk, 
producer Rocky Wood¬ 
ward and CBC's Rossi 
Cameron was given as a 
“Testament To The 
Power and Determina¬ 
tion of the Human Spirit.” 

Harry is currently 
recording gospel music 
and carries the word of 
God around the world! 
He takes his message to 


where it is most needed, and The Word. 

In prisons, homes for the For many of the less 
aged, institutions, the fortunate he has become 
streets and remote out- a guiding light. To many, 
points of the Canadian Harry Rusk is — a Voice 
North, he takes his music In The Wilderness! • 
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David B. Williams 

Wins Peace Hills Art Contest 

...new ‘iradition” gaining increased attention 


by Ennis Morris 

David B. Williams of 
Manitoba is this year’s 
first prize winner in the 
Fifth Annual “Native Art 
Collection” Contest 
sponsored by Peace Hills 
Trust. 

Williams will receive a 
prize of $2,000 and his 
winning entry will be 
reproduced on the com¬ 
pany’s 1988 calendars. 

Second prize of $ 1,000 
went to Dale Murray 
Stonechild, and third 
prize of $500 to Farron 
Callihoo. Entrants 
receiving honorable 
mention were Bruce A. 
Omeasoo, Winona Spot¬ 
ted Eagle and Melvyn L. 
Benson. 

“Our support of devel¬ 
oping Native artists, who 
are preserving the per¬ 
spectives and culture of 
Native people, has 
become a tradition of our 
company,” said Peace 
Hills President Thomas 
H. LaPointe. “This tradi¬ 
tion is strongly enhanced 
by our ownership ties 


with the Samson Indian 
Band and with our many 
clients in the Native 
community.” 

He said the contest is 
gaining increased atten¬ 
tion from Native artists as 
well as members of the 
general art community, 
“our owners, our Board of 
Directors and business 
associates. It is also a 
project in which both the 
company and our staff 
take a great deal of pride 
and enjoyment." 

Judges for the compe¬ 
tition were Galal Halmy, 
owner of the E.A. Studio 
Art Gallery in Jasper and 
a major exhibitor of the 
work of Norval Morris- 
seau; Kathleen Laverty, 
owner of the Kathleen 
Laverty Gallery in 
Edmonton; Leo Bruno, a 
director of Peace Hills 
Trust, a band councilor 
for the Samson Indian 
Band and an avid art 
collector; Terry Munro, 
artist, curator and consul¬ 
tant to Indian bands and 
Native organizations; 
Jane Ash Poitras, an 
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523-3666 

5032 - 51 Avenue, High Prairie 


award-winning and inter¬ 
nationally recognized 
Cree artist, and Kay 
Buttler, manager of the 
Northern Images Native 
art gallery at West 
Edmonton Mall. 

The winners were 
announced at a special 
awards ceremony at the 
company’s corporate 
headquarters in Edmon¬ 
ton on November 17 
Invited guests had an 
opportunity to view the 
winning entries, includ¬ 
ing the winners in several 
categories for young 

In the Kindergarten 
through Grade 3 cate¬ 
gory, the first prize 
winner was Nahka Ber¬ 
trand of Canmore. Mor¬ 
gan Saddleback of Hob¬ 
bema was second and 
Shelly Bruno of Morin- 


ville was third. All three 
winners were four years 
old. Honorable mention 
in this category went to 
Robert Miles, 10, of 
Shamattawa, Manitoba 
and Geraldine Williams, 
8, of Nemaiah Valley, 
B.C. 

Lisa Marie Arcand, 12, 
of Morinville, was the 
first prize winner in the 
Grade 4 through Grade 

6 category, with Kim¬ 
berly Clark, 11, of Nor¬ 
way House, Manitoba 
placing second and 
Myrah Anderson, 10, also 
of Norwya House placing 
third. Honorable men¬ 
tions went to Darryl 
Arcand, 12 of Morinville 
and Kimberly Crate, 11, 
of Norway House. 

Top prize in the Grade 

7 through Grade 9 cate¬ 
gory was won by Jeff 
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Crowe, 13, of Saskatoon, 
with Michelle Belcourt, 
16, of Edmonton placing 
second and David Hallet, 
13, of Bissett, Manitoba 
taking third. Honorable 
mentions went to Marcell 
M.Cardinal, 12,andKyle 
Marcel Cardinal, 13,both 
of Edmonton. 

Past winners of the 
Peace Hills contest 
include some of Canada's 
best known Native artists. 
Winners of the first 
competition in 1982 were 
(first, second and third, 
respectively) Melvyn 
Benson, Morris Cardinal 
and August Natannah; in 
1983, Vernon Brown, 
Kim McLain and Francis 
J. Sharphead; in 1984, no 


contest held; in 1985, Roy 
Jack Salopree, Melvyn 
Benson and Alex Janvier, 
and in 1986, Morris 
Cardinal, Henry 

Nanooch and Farron 
Callihoo. • 
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Art Contest Winners Have Diverse Backgrounds 


by Susan Brown 

The winners of the 
adult category of the 
Peace Hills Trust Native 
Art Collection Contest 
come from diverse art 
and personal back¬ 
grounds. 

□ David B. Williams 

First prize winner David 
B. Williams is a self- 
taught artist of Ojibway 
ancestry originally from 
' the Garden River reserve 
in Ontario. In 1977 he 
moved to Vancouver to 
find work as a writer and 
photographer, and it was 
there that he successfully 
changed to a career in art. 

Since then, he has 


developed his own bold 
and colorful style com¬ 
bining graphic lines, 
abstract images, realism 
and stark geometry to 
depict the life cycles of 
nature through the encir¬ 
cling of various elements 
with fine graphic lines. 

Williams says his art 
represents the closeness 
and devotion he has with 
his family, and his chil¬ 
dren are represented in 
each of his paintings with 
symbols of the sun — 
three red suns represent¬ 
ing his three boys, and a 
yellow sun in the distance 
representing his daughter 
who does not live at 

Since 1978, Williams’ 
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Phone Barry 
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work has been displayed 
in several solo and group 
exhibitions throughout 
Canada, the United 
States and England. His 
work is in a number of 
major collections, includ- 
ing the Mendel Art 
Gallery in Saskatoon, 
Shell Oil in Calgary, Gulf 
Oil in Calgary, the Esso 
Corporation, National 
Art Gallery in Ottawa, 
the Denver Museum, and 
Peace Hills Trust 
(Winnipeg). 

□ Dale Murray 

Stonechild 

Dale Stonechild, of Cree 
and Sioux descent, was 
raised in the Plains Indian 
culture by his grandpar¬ 
ents, who taught him the 
traditions of the Cree way 
of life. 

In his early years, 
Stonechild painted wild¬ 
life scenes in watercolors. 
Ed Kuntz saw potential in 
his work and encouraged 
him to develop his Native 
art creations further. 

His first works of art 
concentrated on balance 
and color, and as his 
confidence in his ability 
increased, he experi¬ 
mented with various 
techniques such as stiple, 
silk screen printing, 
serigraphy and acrylics. 

Stonechild is currently 


working on his “Morning 
Star” series in which his 
images depict Cree leg¬ 
ends. His work is in 
numerous private and 
public collections. 

Through his many 
creations, the artist strives 
to reveal the spiritual 
meaning of the relation¬ 
ship between himself and 
his Creator. 

□ Farron Callihoo 

Farron Callihoo was bom 
and raised in Edmonton 
and began drawing when 
he was very young. In 
high school he considered 
a number of degrees, but 
finally decided to pursue 
studies in commercial art. 
He completed a two-year 
trade course in commer¬ 
cial art at St. Joseph’s 
High School, and is 
currently studying 
graphic design at Grant 
MacEwan Community 
College. 

Callihoo’s efforts have 
been encouraged by 
receiving a number of 
awards. 

Although he works 
primarily with pen and 
ink, Callihoo enjoys 
experimenting with 
designer colors and 
mixed media, on canvas, 
wood, rock and illustra¬ 
tion board. Using these 
media, he creates por- 
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traits, wedding portraits, 
wildlife scenes and depic¬ 
tions of modern and 
antique cars. 

Last year he placed 
third in the Peace Hills 


Native Art Collection 
•Contest, arid was first 
runner-up in this year’s 
“Asum Mena” Native art 
competition sponsored by 
the Alberta Indian Arts 
and Crafts Society. • 


Art Indian Carol 

by Terry Lusty 

There came a light shining in the night 
high up above the foothills, 

And three men came from their homes 
on the range. 

To follow the light’s beam so strange. 


There was a babe layin’ on the plain, 
Jesus was his name 
He was bom ’neath an old pine tree 
on a wintry day. 

He was wrapped in swaddling clothes 
made from deerskin hide 
And in him, the Great Spirit 
knew he could confide. 


His hair was black 
His eyes were brown, 

The color of his skin not white 

But nonetheless He said we were all bom 

free and equal. 

He gave to us rivers, mountains 
and streams 

All the beauty that you’ve ever seen, 

The He looked down, saw that all was 
good 

And wished, 

“Peace on Earth, Goodwill towards men.” 
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Calgary’s Glenbow To Open 
Historic Exhibition 

...largest show to appear at well-known museum 


Calgary’s Glenbow 
Museum’s Olympic exhi¬ 
bition, The Spirit Sings: 
Artistic Traditions of 
Canada’s First Peoples, 
will open to the general 
public on Friday, January 
15, 1988. 

As the flagship of the 
1988 Olympic Arts Fes¬ 
tival, The Spirit Sings is 
a celebration of the 
richness and diversity of 
Canada’s Native cultural 
traditions. The resilience 
of these native cultures as 
they came under the 
influence of European 
colonization is portrayed 
through the rare Indian 
and Inuit art objects 
presented in the 
exhibition. 


More than 650 of the 
finest surviving art 
objects of Canada’s 
Native peoples, the ear¬ 
liest dating back to the 


days of early European 
contact, are being 
brought together for the 
first time. Over ninety 
museums and private 
lenders representing 
twenty different countries 
have loaned material for 
the exhibition — and only 
about a third of them 
have ever been displayed 
in Canada before. 

The Spirit Sings is said 
to be the most ambitious 
and complex museum 
exhibition undertaken in 
Canada in recent decades 
and the largest ever 
presented at Glenbow. 
Twenty thousand square 
feet of gallery space has 
been alloted to house the 
exhibition. 

“This is an exhibition 
of great international 
importance and artistic 
significance, says Dun¬ 
can Cameron, the Glen¬ 
bow director. “Our 
excitement for The Spirit 
Sings grows as the open¬ 


Season's Greetings 
and Happy New Year from 

The 

Village of Nampa 

THE NAMPA and District 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COUNCIL 

"Northern Alberta’s Market Place 
for Agriculture" 

WELCOMES YOU 

We offer Recreation, Serviced Lots, Agricultural 
Services and Friendly People 

WHY NOT SETTLE HERE!!! 

m 322-3852 




SPEEDY 

AUTO REPAIR SERVICES 

★ Tune Ups 

★ Starter/ Alternators 

★ Oil/Lube 

★ Air Conditioning 

★ Front End 

★ Electrical 

★ Engine Overhauls 

★ General Repairs to all makes 

★ TOW TRUCK SERVICE 

★ Full Line of Auto Parts 

10730 -101 St., Edmonton, Alberto 

422-4068 ® 428-8092 


ing draws closer. The 
project has been in the 
works for five years, and 
we are eager to share our 
excitement with Calgar¬ 
ians, Canadians, and 
visitors from around the 

The exhibition will be 
on view daily from Jan¬ 
uary 15th through May 1, 
1988. During the exhibi¬ 
tion, the Glenbow will 
host a festival of tradi¬ 
tional and contemporary 
Native cultural events 
involving more than 150 
native people from west¬ 
ern Canada. The Cele¬ 
bration of Native Cul¬ 


tures will highlight 
Native artistic expres¬ 
sions in dance, design, 
clothing, food prepara¬ 
tion, and literature. 

The Spirit Sings is 
organized by the Glen¬ 
bow Museum with the 
exclusive corporate spon¬ 
sorship of Shell Canada 
Limited. 

The exhibition is to 
travel to the nation’s 
capital after it's conclu¬ 
sion in Calgary and is, 
scheduled to open in 
Ottawa on Canada Day, 
July 1, and continue on 
view until the first week 



WILDLIFE CONTROL AREA 
IN EFFECT 

Upper Highwood Valley Area 
Including Portion of Highway 40 


A Wildlife Control Area has been put into 
effect from December 1, 1987 to April I, 
1988 for the Upper Highwood valley Area 
to protect wintering elk and deer. 

Highway 40 between Highwood Pass 
in the north and Highwood Crossing in the 
south is normally closed from December 1st 
to June ISth to protect wintering elk 

However, from December 1, 1987 to 
February 29, 1988, the highway will 
remain open for vehicular traffic only, 
in order to provide alternate public access 
to Olympic events. Ebot and/or vehicle 
access off the highway right-of-way are 
strictly prohibited. No hunting, skiing 
or off-highway vehicles are allowed 


Strict enforcements will occur with 
regular and random officer patrols and 
aerial patrols of the area. Any person 
found off the highway right-of-way during 
the period December 1, 1987 to February 
29, 1988 and in the Wildlife Control Area 
up to April 1, 1988 could be subject to a 
charge under section 40 of the General 
Wildlife (Ministerial) Regulations which 
provides for a fine of up to $2,000.00. 

With the highway open, there is a need 
to protect wintering elk and deer which use 
the valley as a critical wintering area. 

Other protective measures will be put into 
effect such as an intercept feeding 
program, posting of special signage and 
increased enforcement in the area. 

Further information can be obtained from 
your local Fish and Wildlife office. 
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Native Arts and Crafts Shows 
Attract Attention 


by Cory Boulet 

One sure sign that the 
Christmas season has 
arrived again is the show 
and sale of Canadian 
Native arts and crafts 
sponsored in Calgary and 
Edmonton by the Alberta 
Indian Arts and Crafts 
Society. 

Unfortunately, in the 
past winter tended to 
arrive with a vengeance 
in both cities just before 
the show opened or while 
it was in progress, dis¬ 
couraging customers 
from venturing out to see 
the show and make their 
purchases. 

This year, balmy 
weather prevailed in both 
cities while the shows 
were in progress, with a 
snowstorm hitting Cal¬ 
gary only hours after the 
show came down, and 
good weather continuing 
while the Edmonton 
show was up. 

As a result, curious and 
enthusiastic customers 
crowded the Hospitality 
Inn in Calgary November 
13 to 15 to view the 
wares of the exhibitors 
front across Canada. In 
Edmonton, the Conven¬ 
tion Centre allowed for 
twice as many exhibitors, 
and while the congestion 
was less in the more 
spacious facilities, the 
total number of patrons 
(and the total of their 
spending) was greater. 

Patrons had plenty of 
choices, with mitts and 
ntukluks among the most 
popular items. But they 
were only a part of the 
action as eager buyers 
carefully examined bead- 
work. jewellery, original 
art and reproductions, a 


variety of garments. 
Northwest Coast masks, 
quilts, dolls and other 
miniatures, etc. 

Unique among the 
exhibitors was the 
“daughter and father 
team” of Margaret 
Louise and Alphonse 
Cardinal from Saddle 
Lake whose rustic and 
traditional creations drew 
an appreciative audience. 

He produced rough 
hewn miniatures of the 
traditional tools, vehicles 
and structures of the 
Crcc, including traps, 
travois, sleds, sweat 
lodges and many more. 
All arc so authentic they 
could be models for the 
real thing, playthings for 
children, or decorations 
for the home or office. 

Her Native dolls are 
authentically dressed 
down to the tiniest detail, 
traditional creations 
faithfully reproduced. 

As their business card 
says, they are devoted to 
“Keeping the Cree 
Tradition." 

At the other end of the 
scale was the booth 
featuring the contempo¬ 
rary paintings and fine art 
of Jane Ash Poitras, who 
found the shows a wel¬ 
come opportunity to 
educate buyers. 

Poitras, who has a 
masters degree in fine art 
from Columbia Univer¬ 
sity in New York City and 
whose work has gained 
international recognition 

community, said she feels 
it is important to let 
people who buy Native 
art know that there is a 
new wave of Native art 
which many are not 
continued 



Left Harris Smith explains his Northwest Coast design 
on a paddle 

Center: Alphonse Cardinal of Saddle Lake with 
miniature of traditional trap for small animals 

Right: Nicole of Rocky Mountain House tackles her 
beadwork while she wails for customers 


HOLIDAY SAVINGS 


Day Dress Pants 
Regular $ 49. 95 

20% OFF 


S.G. 

Men’s Place 

Wetaskiwin Mall — East Side 

PHPONE 352-3777 


hydrogeological 
consultants ltd. 



SEASON'S GREETINGS TO ALL OUR NATIVE & METIS FAMIUES 



EMERGENCY ROAD SERVICE 


Also Offering Driver Education 

• Over 30 Years Experience 

* Courses Can Lead To Insurance Discount 

TRAVEL SERVICE 
* Your Complete Travel Agency 
* Photo Sen/ice for Passports 

INSURANCE 

• Auto, Travel & Accident 

* Home Owner/Tenant Insurance 


PHONE FOR INFORMATION ON HOW YOU 
CAN BECOME AN A.M.A. MEMBER 


Northern 

Traders 


High Level. Alberta 

^ 926-3566 


10704 - 181 Street Edmonton, ABT5S 1K8 

(403) 483-7240 

SEASON S GREETINGS TO ALL THE NATIVE FAMILIES 


Season s Greetings to all the Native Bands 

Northwestern 
Janitorial Service Company 

> FREE ESTIMATES 

' DAILY. WEEKLY. MONTHLY CONTRACT RATES 
» BONDED AND INSURED 

We are Proud to Be 
Fully Owner-Operated 

S 538-3589 


CALL COLLECT 

10828 ■ 100 St.. Grande Prairie 532-4421 


,i SUjM to a 


Total Cleaning Centre 

A Professional, Courteous Dry Cleaning Service 

FREE PICK-UP AND DELIVERY 

We Rent Out the Economical 
•STREAMEX" 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaner 

We're Open Seven Days o Week: 
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acquainted with which 
combines Native inspira¬ 
tion and imagery with the 
latest techniques. 

Joined at the Calgary 
show by another promi¬ 
nent artist, Joane 
Cardinal-Schubert, Poi- 
tras stressed to buyers and 
browsers that original 
works of art can be as 
inexpensive as limited 
machines produced 
mechanically, and "orig¬ 
inal art appreciates (in 
value) while mechani¬ 
cally produced art 
deteriorates." 

While the show was 
also profitable for her 
financially, she said the 
contacts she made and 
the opportunity she had 
to convey this informa¬ 
tion would have made the 
venture worthwhile in 
itself. 


Some visitors to the 
shows went away with 
added bonuses for their 
attendance. They won the 
many valuable door 
prizes worth as much as 
$1,000 including works 
of art, jewellery, handi¬ 
crafts and garments. 

In a new feature of the 
show instituted this year 
to encourage attractive 
and creative displays, 
prizes were also awarded 
to the best booths. 

Final figures on atten¬ 
dance and total sales 
were not available at 
press time, but it is 
believed that new records 
were set for both atten¬ 
dance and total sales in 
both cities. • 


MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

EDDY WONGS 
RESTAURANT 

• CHINESE & Canadian Food 
• CHINESE Catering 
• Fully Licensed Dining Lounge 


Phone 853-4410 


NEED A CHEAP CAR? 

0 % Private Financing 


101 Street Autoworld 

® 420-0772 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 



| MOUNTAIN VIEW 
» TAXIDERMY 


We Buy Beaver, Black Bear & Wolf 


556-6644 


On Highway 27 in Olds 
Next to Mountain View Plaza 
(If no answer, call Povl at S56-8675) 


RED DEER 

OVERdoor 

• Commerical — Residential 
• Sales — Service 
• Installation 

“Central Alberta’s Largest 
Overhead Door Headquarters" 


QUOTATIONS 

343-1316 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 

r, ab 346 7909 
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"HEAT FOR THE NORTH" 
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NORAL 

TOYOTA 

“who could ask 
for anything more” 


505 MacKenzie Bid. 
Fort McMurray, AB 
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SOUTHSIDE 

Pfymoutfi-Chrysler 

Sundance, Expo, Turismo, Colt, 
Reliant, Caravelle, LeBaron, 

Voyager, LeBaron GTS, New 
Yorker, Fifth Avenue 
Dodge Trucks 


SALES, SERVICE, PARTS 

Box 2220 

Rocky Mountain House 
Phone 845-2851 














































58 


Albeita Native News December, 1987 


Freelancer Lome Bruce 

... multi-talented artist adds flavour 
to Alberta Native News 


by Dave Moser 

For the past several 
months you have had an 
opportunity to see the art 
work of Lome Bruce as 
it has appeared on the 
pages of Alberta Native 
News. Lome is a free¬ 
lance contributor whose 
efforts help to make our 
monthly publication the 
success it is. 

Lome Bruce is a 29- 
year-old self-taught artist 
from the Muskowekwan 
Indian Reserve at Les- 
tock, Saskatchewan. 

His first picture was a 
pencil crayon drawing of 
a Northwest Mounted 
Policeman as he galloped 
across the prairie. Bruce 
has developed a style in 
various mediums includ¬ 
ing water colour, oil and 
acrylic. 

When Lome was 12 
years old he tried his hand 
at painting designs on 
pottery in a ceramics 
class. He was drawn to 
the bold colours and has 
since used them to form 
his style of work. Most of 
his current works repre¬ 
sent what was taught to 
him by his grandfather 
and grandmother, Lucien 


and Helen Bruce, as he 
was growing up. It was 
his grandparents who 
raised him. 

Lome’s work has 
found its way into numer¬ 
ous Native publications in 
Alberta and Saskatche¬ 
wan. He does cartoons, 
space-fillers, poetry and 
article writing. These 
experiences, says Bruce, 
have enhanced his desire 
to develop a “symbolic" 

When Lome’s not 
playing in his paint you 
may find him busy writ¬ 
ing songs or playing in a 
band. A versatile musi¬ 
cian/songwriter, Lome 
has travelled extensively 
both in and out of 

Because of the hectic 
pace and lifestyle of an 
artist he'd opted to stay 
near his home in Edmon¬ 
ton. Though Lome’s 
musical aspirations will 
"only be satisfied once 
I'm in a recording stu¬ 
dio," he has been known 
to do the odd weekend 
gig in and around the 
Edmonton area. 

Lome’s understanding 
of his cultural values has 
awakened his ability to 


create by natural instinct. 
Through numerous cul¬ 
tural awareness pro¬ 
grams he has participated 
in, in Winnipeg, Manit¬ 
oba, Lome has developed 
a unique form of 
expression. 

He is currently trying 
to compile a book of 
“Rez and Rez: Urban” 
cartoons along with a 
collection of his paint and 
ink drawings. Lome 
hopes to eventually find 
a sponsor with simple 
values unless, as he puts 
it, “my lottery ticket just 
happens to be The Big 
One'.’’ • 


Erase the Blanks 

Fill in the blanks to arrive 

at the answers to these 6 lett-‘er’ 

1. Incarcerator 

_ER 

2. Distract 

_ER_ 

3. A Fruit 

_ER_ 

4. African wildcat 

_ER_ 

5. In search of adventure 

ER_ 

6. An individual 

_ER_ 

7. “-.” type 

_ER_ 

8. Cow milk storage 

_ER_ 

9. Thor carried one 

_ER 

10. A colonial Dutch farm 

_ER_ 

11. Type of solid alcohol 

_ER_ 

12. Metal ring on a harness 

_ER_ 

13. A substitute 

ER_ 
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PEPPERONI’S 

PIZZA 

FREE DELIVERY 1 5% OFF PICK-UP 

594-4084 

GRAND CENTRE, ALBERTA 


Season's Greetings 
& a Happy New Year 
from Bill & the Staff at 

Lac La Biche 
Value Drug 

"Your Drug Store on 
the corner" 




DENNY’S AUTO BODY 

(Dennis Hudy - Owner) 


Specializing in: 

Professional Body Work at Reasonable Prices 


724-3622 Res . 724 3627 




Monday to Saturday 
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

VALUE 

K^drug 623-4370 

VMART Lac La Biche, Alta. 


“We replace only with factory parts" 

B. & D. Small Engine 

Sales & Service Ltd. 

5021 - 49 St, lacombe 782-3488 



Seasons greetings and u A prosperous Jdmr Ajear Jrom 



MOCOAT 

INDUSTRIES 

LTD. 


Corrosion Resistant Tanks 
Sewage and Water Also 
All Sizes Above and Below Ground 

Mailing Address Box 640, Okotoks, Alta. 

No Charge Dial 

1 - 800 - 661-1124 
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All Native Festival 
Celebrates Silver Anniversary 


by Lyle Donald 

The Canadian Native 
Society of Edmonton 
recently held it’s 25th 
Annual All Native Festi¬ 
val in Edmonton. 

Day one began with 
the elimination rounds for 
the senior male and 
female singers. A total of 
29 male and 13 female 
contestants were entered 

The judges, Jeanette 
Carlson, Randy Sauve, 
and Harold "Manny” 
Grey, selected the top ten 
vocalists in each of the 
two categories. These 
finalists went on to the 
last round of competition 


at Edmonton's Montgo¬ 
mery Legion, 

During the two day 
event local artist, Ernie 
Gambler, with a new 
record (45) just released, 
took to the stage and sang 
several of his and the 
crowds favorite songs. 

The evening of the first 
day ended with a mas¬ 
querade dance and fea¬ 
tured Don Sauve and a 
Taste of Nashville. 

The second day began 
with opening ceremonies 
by Mrs. Delia Grey, 
President of the Cana¬ 
dian Native Society. Grey 
gave recognition to Doris 
Paul and Mary Belcourt, 
as these two women, 


9l/ienn^ ^/mbnai fiwm 

Fort McPherson 
Canvas Shop 

The Fort McPherson Canvas Shop 

produces quality grments and accessories 
to complement your Arctic journey. 
While touring the shop you may select 
from canvas tents, sweatshirts, rainsuits, 
tote bags, blanket packs and tarpaulins. 

All Visitors Are Welcome 

Explore our operation or write to: 

Fort McPherson Canvas Shop 
P.O. Box 58 

Fort McPherson, N.W.T. 

XOE 0J0 
(403)952-2179 


SENTECH 


Sales & Service 

• Manufacturer of Care Centre I 
NurseCall and Security System 

• Inspection and Maintenance Contracts 
of Fire Alarm Systems 

• Industrial, Commercial, Residential, 
Institutional 

• Fire Alarms, Emergency Lighting 

• Intercommunication Systems — CCTV 

• Security — Clock Systems 
— GS Portalac Batteries 

• Government Approved Technicians 

• 24 HOUR SERVICE 

FREE CONSULTATION 

465-0220 

#104, 8708 - 48 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T6E 5L1 


Merry Christmas! 


along with Delia Grey, champion. Rod 
are the last of the original Sutherland, 
members of the society Senior male vocal 
that was formed in 1962 champion Lawrence 
with the opening of the Vivien, formerly of Bran- 
Canadian Native Friend- don, Manitoba, said that 
ship Centre in Edmonton, he hopes to put his talents 
She also gave her to use by playing in a 
appreciation to Georgina band. 

Donald, the executive In square dancing, the 
director of the centre, for . CNFC Senior Dancers 
her past 22 years of cleaned up by winning 
dedication to the annual four, first-place trophies 
event. Recognition was while in the junior divi- 
also given to the late sion the Kehewin Teen 
Clarence Phillips, who group finished first in all 
passed away on July 2nd categories, 
of this year. Clarence had If there were trophy for 
been the Master of Cer- an all-round entertainer, 
emonies of the event for the prize would have 
the previous 23 years and gone to John Wanyard. 
was acclaimed as “an He entered the fiddling 
outstanding member" of contest, danced in the 
the group. He was most square dance competition 
recognized for his excel- with the Red River 
lent square dance calling, Wheelers, was in the 
and in his memory a new singing contest and won 
event will be included in the jigging contest in the 
all future festivals — the senior division. Wanyard 
Clarence Phillips Memo- proved to be a real crowd 
rial Trophy, which will be favorite, 
awarded to the “best Over 450 people 
square dance caller". attended the gala festivity 
Some of the highlights and all were delighted at 
of the six hours of events it’s success. Many felt that 
were: 7 year old Scotty the annual event was a 
Lawrence of Slave Lake good aid in retaining 
winning the junior male culture and heritage 
vocals with his version of through music and dance. 
Dwight Yokum’s song. An exciting two days 
Honkey Tonk Man. The where the real winners 
lad also placed second in were those in 
the fiddling contest, just attendance.* 
losing out to reigning 

Claude's 
Appliances 

• Inglis Dealer • 

Sales — Service — Parts 
Parts and Service to all other makes 



CNFC Junior Square Dancers... Second place in junior 
competition. 



Radway 

DRUGS LTD. 


prescription service 

PHOTO FINISHING & SUPPLIES 
GIFTWARES 

FARM ANIMAL & PET SUPPLIES 

WAYNE HALL 

HOURS: Mon-Wed. 9 am - 6 pm. 
Thurs. 10.30 am - 6 pm. 

H Ftl 9 am. - 6 pm. 


Rod Sutherland., old time fiddling champion. 

^BONANZA* 

• 80 Item FRESHTASTIK toodbar 

• 10% Senior Citizen discount 
on regular priced Items 

• Free refills on pop and coffee 

11824 ST, ALBERT TRAIL 8718 - 83 »VE. 

452-6896 436-1615 
457-7374 


1912 


# SURVEYORS • MUNICIPAL ENGINEERS 
• PLANNERS * PROPERTY APPRAISERS 
* LAND CONSULTANTS 
11405-163 Street, Edmonton 451 -6465 ^ 

STEWART, WEIR & O' 






























60 


Albetta Native News December, 1987 


Oldman River Dam Project 

...controversy rages on all fronts - 

by Melvin Sharphead 


The Oldman River 
Dam Project in southern 
Albetta has seen much 
controversy between 
government, environ¬ 
mentalists, and Native 

The Alberta govem- 


to build the $350 to $500 
million project and plans 
for full implementation to 
begin in 1988, though 
some prepatory work has 
and is already being done. 

Environmentalists, 
some of whom claim 
concern for the problems 
facing the Native people 
in the area (Blackfoot, 
Blood and Peigan) are in 
the midst of court pro¬ 
ceedings in an effort to 
bring a stop to the Old¬ 
man River Dam Project. 
They are primarily con¬ 
cerned about the destruc¬ 
tion of natural wildlife 
habitat in the area as well 
as the annihilation of 
historic data and sites. 

The Native people 
claim to own the river 
beds of the Oldman and 
several of it's tributaries 
— and that once again 
their treaties and their 
rights are being ignored. 
The Oldman River has 
long been known as a 
sacred river to the Black- 
foot and Blood tribes of 
the Brockett/Pincher 
Creek area. 

Alberta Environment 
Minister Ken Kowalski 
recently released four 
reports which provide 
inventory and assessment 
of facts of the historic and 
prc-historic period 
resources in the area of 
the Oldman River Dam 


and Reservoir Project in 
southern Alberta. 

In a news release 
Kowalski stated that 
“after an evaluation of 
the consultant’s reports 
and further assessment of 
the sites themselves by 
experts in the field of 
history and pre-history, 
Alberta Culture and 
Multi-Culturalism has 
recommended to us a 
draft mitigation plan 
outlining a strategy for 
the investigation and 
preservation of these 
resources." 

He also indicated that 
after a final refinement of 
the draft plan, implemen¬ 
tation of the project could 
begin as early as next 
year. Kowalski said (hut 
so far the government has 
spent over $300,000 in 
the “preparation of an 
extensive and thorough 
inventory and assessment 
of the historic and pre¬ 
historic resources in the 

This work is to have 
included a “detailed field 
program and on-going 
mitigation of sites iden¬ 
tified in the immediate 
vicinity of the construc- 

Greg Stevens, Minister 
of Culture and Multicul- 
turalism said that the 
whole project being 
earned out in relation to 
the dam project “will be 
one of the most compre¬ 
hensive programs of its 
nature ever conducted in 
Western Canada." 

Both Kowalski and 
Stevens stressed the 
importance that the 
“government places on 
the preservation of histor¬ 
ical resources throughout 


the province," and they go ahead as planned will 
would endeavour to see be devastating, 
that “the information “It is well docu- 
contained in historically mented,” she added, “tfiat 
significant sites is pro- over 300 archeological 
tected for future genera- sites wUI perish as will the 
lions of Albertans." 500 or so mule deer that 
Martha Kostuch, a currently live in the area.” 
veterinarian from Rocky Other concerns of 
Mountain House, is the Kostuch's organization 
vice president and legal include “the significant 
chairperson for "Friends impact on natural habitat, 
of the Oldman River”, a fish, animals, vegetation,” 
non-profit society that and the fact that Alberta’s 
was formed with the “last free-flowing river 
purpose of putting an end will cease to exist" 
to the dam project. Kos- Kostuch’s supporters 
tuch said that the “result- include Calgary archeol- 
ing damage that will be ogist Barney Reeves (U of 
caused should this project C) whose studies made 


him recommend against 
the dam project Calgary 
biologist and Friends of 
the Oldman River pres¬ 
ident Cliff Wallace; well- 
known author Andy 
Russell; and both the 
Canadian Parks and 
Wildlife Association and 
the Alberta Wilderness 


Kostuch said that she 
is also seeking support 
from the Indian Associ¬ 
ation of Alberta (IAA), 


the Metis Association of 
Alberta (MAA), and 
other concerned organi¬ 
zations around the 
province. 

Kostuch says that her 
organization is convinced 
that there is more to the 
project than meets the 

“We believe that it (the 
dam project) is part of an 
overall government plan 
to divert water from 
continued 
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SLUTKER FUR LTD. 
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Complete Collision and Frame Work 
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SEVEN S STRUCTURES INC. 

MANUFACTURED PANELS 
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RESIDENTIAL, INDUSTRIAL, TRAILERS, MOBILE HOMES 
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Treaty ft7 Development Corporation 

NATIVE ARTS & CRAFTS 

JOIN US AT OUR GRANDE OPENING DECEMBER 19, 1987 
8480 - 425 1st Street S.W., Calgary, AB T2P 3L8 


■ We are presently in the process of purchasing 
handicrafts and Native art, specifically in the Treaty 7 
area. NOTE: The Corporation will purchase arts and 
crafts from other Native communities if necessary. 

■ All items will be purchased at wholesale prices. Our 
Purchasing Manager will be visiting the Treaty 7 area 
for the purchasing of products. 


;e contact our office to show your wares or inquiries. 
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northern tlberta to 
southern — where it can 
later be sold to the United 
States,” she stated. 

“This is just not so!" 
exclaimed Anne Marie 
Downey of the Oldman 
River Dam Project Office 
for Alberta Environment 
in Edmonton. “There is 
absolutely no intention of 
any kind to sell water to 
the United States and 
besides, there is no way 
to “divert” the water.” 

Downey also com¬ 
mented on the destruc¬ 
tion of wildlife and 
historical artifacts and 
sites and said, “we are 
making every effort to 
minimize the negative 
effects of the project." 
Admitting that some 
wildlife would be 
affected, Downey said 
that “we all realize that 
there will be some neg¬ 
ative things happen,” but 
that “every precaution 
and some beneficial 
additions” were being 
considered and 
implemented. 

“Field tests have been 
so severe that we've even 
gotten into the river in 
order to get a better fish 
count,” added Downey. 

The Peigan Reserve 
has had long standing 
conflicts with govern¬ 
ment over the years — 
most of the disagree¬ 
ments stemming from 
Native rights being desre- 
garded in one fashion or 
another. Peigan Chief 
Peter Yellowhorn was 
unavailable but council¬ 
lor Albert Yellowhorn 


the project. 

Admitting that wildlife 
and natural habitat loss as 
well as historical site 
destruction were major 
concerns, Albert Yello¬ 
whorn said that the 
Peigan’s were arguing 
from a somewhat differ- 

“I think I’m the only 
Indian in western Canada 
who believes there are no 
treaties," he saidjokingly. 
On a more serious note 
Yellowhorn said the 
government would do 
whatever it wanted to do 
because “we've been 
ignored for years and 
things are not looking any 
better right now.” 

Yellowhorn feels that 
the only way to accom¬ 
plish negotiations with 
the government is “to 
have our treaties renego¬ 
tiated and properly rati¬ 
fied by government.” 

He says that many of 
old agreements and 
clauses — like Sections 
35 or 48 of the Indian Act 
where “lands have been 
taken to build railroad 
tracks or highways and 
what-have-you” are 
always changing, but 
only “to suit the needs 
and wants of the 
government.” 

Many treaties, accord¬ 
ing to Yellowhorn, “were 
never properly signed — 
most of them are what I 
call “quasi-legal” or only 
partly good.” 

“Promises,” he says, 
“were given freely and 
the treaties were signed, 
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Zone 4 Metis 
Explore New 
Social Services 
Initiatives 


...Metis Children’s Service 


moves toward independence 


by Cory Boulet 

New directions in 
dealing wilh child and 
family welfare services 
for Metis people in Zone 
4 (Edmonton and west) 
of the Metis Association 
of Alberta (MAA) are 
being pursued. 

At the forefront of the 
changes is separation of 
Metis Children's Services 
(MCS) from Metis Local 
1885, through which it 
was founded, to an inde¬ 
pendent status. 

The change is part of 
a move to separate Metis 
programs from direct 
political involvement, 
says MCS Executive 
Director Carolyn Pettifer. 
The move is in line with 
new policies being imple¬ 
mented by new MAA 
President Larry Des- 
meules and his board of 
directors. 

That shift is not only 
reflected in policies and 
operations, but physically 
as well. Once housed in 
the same premises, MCS 


has now moved to offices 
at 10950-124 Street, 
while Local 1885 offices 
are now located at 122 
Street and 105 Avenue. 

Pettifer says two pro¬ 
cesses are now in place 
in Zone 4 dealing with 
Metis influence on the 
delivery of child and 
family welfare services to 
Metis people in the zone. 

Representatives of 
Metis locals in Zone 4 
concerned with these 
matters met earlier this 
year, and are expected to 
create a more formal 
mechanism when they 
meet again December 5 
and 6. 

MCS, Pettifer says, is 
going through another 
process to make it more 
representative of all 
Edmonton Metis. At the 
MCS annual meeting in 
February, new bylaws are 
scheduled to be presented 
which will provide for a 
new MCS board repre¬ 
sentative of all Edmonton 
locals. Those bylaws will 
continued 
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be drafted at a workshop responsibility, 
to be held in January. An application has 

been made to the Alberta 
If asked, Pettifer says. Law Foundation for 


in the province which locals in child welfare, 
want to adopt similar and “what it means to 


A Christmas Story 
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After 15 hours outside 1 
was thankful she called 
me in — after all, it was 
Christmas Eve. 

I sad down at the table 
and began to eat my 
porridge. 

“When you finish 
filling your mouth I want 
you to sweep the floor 
and then you can make 
sure the fire does not go 
out all night. You don’t 
want your sisters to 
freeze, do you — you 
creep," said stepmother. 

I looked at my three 
d the three 



“Fairy godmother?" 
my cute little, voice 
quivered. 

“Yeah, kid. So what 
will it be?” she asked 
while chewing her gum. 

"What will it be?" 1 
asked. 

“Come on kid, quit 
stalling. You asked for a 
wish and I’m here to grant 
it,” she said. 

“Oh what a nice lady," 
I said, using my cutest 

“Quit whining kid. I 
don’t have all night. So 
make a wish already — 
you only got one.” 

Just then my step¬ 
mother and three ugly 
sisters appeared. 

“Who are you talking 
you creep?" hollered 


the bush, 60 km north of 
Fort Vermilion — in a 
blizzard. 



of them were sticking 
their tongues out at me. 
Mine was swollen. 

Late that Christmas 
Eve while I was sleeping 
by the fireplace, covered 
up with my horse blanket, 

I began to dream. I 
dreamt that I had a fairy 
godmother, when sud¬ 
denly I was awakened by 
a bright flash of light 1 
looked up and there was 
this beautiful lady with a 
wand in her hand. 

“Who — who are 
you?” I asked. 

“Hi, kid. I’m your fairy 
godmother. You asked, I 
came,” said the beautifirl 
lady. _ 


“My fairy godmother," 
1 said, but when they 
looked around my fairy 
godmother was nowhere 
in sight. 

“Fairy godmother! Har 
har har,” they all laughed 
in harmony. “There’s no 
one here, you creep!” they 
shouted. 

All of a sudden my cute 
little face began to get 
mad. I couldn't believe it! 

“Please don’t call me 
that disgusting name, 1 
whimpered. 

“Creep. Creep. 
Creep!” They hollered at 
my face. 

“I wish — 1 wish I was 
far away from here,” I 
said and then I remem¬ 
bered that my fairy 
godmother had granted 
me only one wish. “No! 
I didn’t mean it,” I cried, 
but it was too late, and 
“poof’ I found myself in 


Suddenly 1 woke up 
with sweat running down 
my cute little face which 
was very unnatural. 1 
looked around and with 
relief I found that 1 was 
only dreaming. 

It was Christmas 
morning. 

1 got up and walked 
over to the Christmas tree 
where my three ugly 
sisters and my step¬ 
mother were busy open¬ 
ing their presents. 

It was nice to watch 
their faces, beaming with 
delight after each present 
was opened. 1 didn't mind 
because I was used to this 
every Christmas and on 
top of that, I was a cute 
little and good little boy. 


When they finally 
finished opening their 
presents my stepmother 
turned to me and said. 
"Guess what, creep. If 
you open that door over 
there you’ll get the 
Christmas surprise of 
your life." 

A puppy dog! 1 
thought. She got me a 
puppy dog! 

1 ran to the door and 
flung it open and if I 
hadn’t ducked 1 would 
have been killed by the 
ugliest German Shepherd 
I had ever seen. 

“Har, har, har!" they 
laughed while 1 dodged 
this huge dog that looked 
at me as though I were 
a plate of Christmas 
turkey. 

“Back! Back!" I hol¬ 
lered. This was the last 
straw. I could not contain 
myself anymore. 

“Why do you treat me 
so mean?” I screamed 
over the roar of the dog. 
“You’re all a bunch of 
turkeys!" I screamed, and 
“poof", 1 found myself 
eyeball to eyeball with 
five fat and ugly turkeys. 

Later that Christmas 
day I turned on the radio 
and listened 4o Christmas 
carols. I could barely 
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walk 1 was so full. Thjs 
was the first ever Christ¬ 
mas that 1 got to eat so 
much turkey. 

What? You think I ate 
my family? No. That was 
only a dream. My step¬ 
mother had a store- 
bought turkey that we all 
enjoyed after opening our 
presents. However, there 
was one thing they 
couldn’t figure out. Who 
gave me the cute little 
puppy dog? 

I looked out the win¬ 
dow just in time to see 
my beautiful fairy god¬ 
mother with her wand in 
her hand, flying away. 


One heck of an imagina¬ 
tion, but a cute little kid,” 
she muttered to herself. 

“Merry Christmas,” I 
hollered after her. “Merry 
Christmas and a happy 
New Year.” 

Now I know many of 
you out there will not 
believe this really hap¬ 
pened. But on my word 
of honor, it really did, a 
long time ago. By the 
way, if you happen to run 
into my sisters, please 
don’t mention this to 
them. After all, we want 
them to have a Merty 
Christmas, don’t we? 
And you too — a very 
Merry Christmas and a 
fun-filled New Year. • 
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Shane Peacock, Teddi Littlechild 
Win Rita Houle Memorial Award 


by Ed Mathews 

A young hockey player 
from Enoch and a swim¬ 
mer from Hobbema are 
this year’s winners of the 
Rita Houle Memorial 

Shane Peacock, 14, 
and Teddi Littlechild, 15, 
were honored at the 
annual dinner at the 
Canadian Native Friend¬ 
ship Centre in Edmonton 
on November 7th. 

The annual award is 
held in memory of the 
outstanding Metis ath¬ 


lete, Rita Houle, who died 
of cancer at the early age 
of 20. 

This, the eighth year of 
the awards presentation 
to the top male and 
female Native amateur 
athlete in Alberta saw a 
total of eight male and 
seven female nominees. 
This years's nominations 
came from as far south 
as Calgary and from as 
far north as Fort 
McMurray. 

Despite his youth, 
Peacock is an outstand¬ 
ing hockey player who is 
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now attending Notre 
Dame College in Wilcox, 
Saskatchewan. The 
school is well known in 
the hockey community as 
a training ground for 
rough and ready 
pucksters. 

Last season Pegcock 
was a star defenceman 
with the Beau Geste 
Canadians, a team in the 
minor bantam AA league 
of the Edmonton Minor 
Hockey Association. He 
was named the best 
defenceman and the most 
valuable for all Canadian 
Athletic Club bantams. 

Peacock was also 
fourth in scoring in AA 
hockey (bantam) last 
year, as was selected as 
the most valuable player 
in the league. His high 
scoring abilities, 24 
points in six games, was 
shown in dramatic fash¬ 
ion at last seasons Enoch 

Littlechild is a member 
of the University of 
Calgary swim club and 
has won numerous med¬ 
als, in various categories 
of competition, as a 
swimmer. She is also an 
avid golfer and an active 
gymnast. 

Littlechild comes by 
her athletic ability natu¬ 
rally. Her father is Willie 
Littlechild, an athlete 

awards for a variety of 



athletic endeavors. 

Each winner received 
a trophy plus a cheque for 
$1,000 — the latter 
donated by the provincial 
government The money 
is to be used to advance 
the academic or athletic 
abilities of the award 

Guest speaker at this 
year’s dinner was cham¬ 
pion Indian cowboy, Jim 
Gladstone, of the Blood 
Reserve. Now a lawyer, 
Gladstone was the World 
Calf Roping Champion 
in 1977. 

Candidates for the Rita 
Houle Memorial Award 
must be of Native Ances¬ 
try, 14 to 20 years of age 
and be nominated by a 
Native organization, 
tribal council, or Metis 
local. Selections are made 
on the basis of the can¬ 
didate’s willingness to 
help with local organiza¬ 
tions and communities, 
athletic and/or academic 
achievements. 

The annual awards 
dinner is held each 
November and is orga¬ 
nized by the Friendship 
Centre in Edmonton. 

More information 
about the award can be 
obtained by contacting 
Gordon Russell at the 
CNFC located at 10176 
-117 Street in Edmonton, 
or by calling 482- 
7632. • 




B.C. Moves To Stop 
Land Claim 


A legal challenge to 
stop land claims negoti¬ 
ations between the fed¬ 
eral government and the 
Nisga’a Tribal Council 
has been initiated by 
British Columbia 
Attorney-General Brian 
Smith. 

The negotiations, for 
settlement of the historic 
claim to the Nass River 
valley near Prince 
Rupert, have been going 
on for the past 12 years. 

Smith’s action, which 
includes his being named 
as a plaintiff in the suit, 
is seen as strengthening 
plans by an alliance of 
fishing industry organiza¬ 
tion to file in Federal 
Court in Vancouver to 
block the negotiations. 
Nisga’a Chief Rod 
Robinson says that while 
B.C. government “inter¬ 


ference" was expected, it 
is uncalled for. “They’re 
trying to shut down 
negotiations. The 
approach that they should 
take is to simply meet 
with us, as we have been 

A similar effort earlier 
this year to block the 
negotiations in court was 
unsuccessful. Federal 
government negotiator 
Fred Walchli and Nisga’a 
negotiators already have 
reached a tentative 
agreement on the Nisga’a 
share of fishing resources. 

A comprehensive deal 
with the Nisga’a, who 
claim ownership of about 
8,000 square kilometres 
of land, would be the first 
such settlement with 
Indians since B.C. entered 
Confederation in 

1871. ' • 
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The True Meaning Of Christmas 
— Has it All Been Said Before?_ 


by Clint Buehler 

Writing a Christmas 
message to the readers of 
this newspaper is an 
honor and a privilege. 

Every year for many 
years, because the dead¬ 
line for the Christmas 
issue of publications is 
usually some time in 
advance of when it is 
actually printed, the 
Christmas season had 
begun for me when I sat 
down at my typewriter 
and began to think of 
Christmases past in order 
to create a message for 
Christmas future. 

This time I’m sitting at 
a word processor with 
words appearing on a 
green screen as 1 type, 
and I’m wondering if it 
is possible to capture the 
Christmas spirit on that 
screen with anywhere 
near the emotion and 
sensitivity of a Charles 
Dickens writing his 
famous “A Christmas 
Carol” with quill and ink 
by candlelight 

Is it really the same 
Christmas we are cele¬ 
brating now as it was 
when Dickens penned his 
immortal words? I won¬ 
der. Can the true spirit of 
Christmas survive the 
television hard sell aimed 
at your youngsters, the 
canned carols in, the 


shopping malls, the 
sophisticated displays of 
high tech gift 
suggestions? 

I choose to believe that 
the real spirit of Christ¬ 
mas can survive, that the 
milk of human kindness 
can still flow, that the 
electrically charged and 
electronically transmitted 
Christmas message can 
be just as sincere and 
heartfelt 

Elsewhere in this issue 
I’ve shared my treasured 
memories of past Christ¬ 
mases in far simpler 
times. To me, they are 
still what Christmas is 
really about and I want 
my children to have those 
kinds of memories, too. 

There are other mem¬ 
ories, of other Christ¬ 
mases, that I would prefer 
to forget and 1 hope my 
Children will never have 
to experience anything 
like them. 




So what message can 
I share with all of you this 
year, a year in which my 
Christmas will be filled 
with blessings, yet I know 
that for many of you it 
will not be so? 

I can share the message 
of hope, for that is what 
this season is all about — 
the hope revealed in the 
birth of a child in a lowly 
manger. Birth is the most 
hopeful event in the 
world, for it delivers the 
message that there are 
always new beginnings, 
new life created out of 
often tragic and deplor¬ 
able situations, new 


midst of the worst human 
conditions, a fresh start 
regardless of what has 
gone before.- 
I can share the message 
of peace, for with the 
birth of the Babe came 
the angles heralding 
peace on earth, good will 
to men. God knows our 
world is filled with strife, 
and many of us face 
conflict in our own lives. 
The Christmas message 
is that we cannot only 
find the will to ease the 
strife around us, but that 
we can find peace within 
ourselves regardless of 
the strife we must endure, 
lean share the message 
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of love, for it is there in telling us that there is 
abundance if we can first hope, that we can find 
find it within ourselves, peace, that love awaits. 
The true spirit of Christ- If you’re like me, you 
mas is reflected in the can get so wrapped in 
greatest gift of all, God’s your own problems, in 
gift of his Son to all of feeling sorry for yourself, 
us. To receive that love, that you fail to see the 
we must find love within needs of those around 
ourselves to give, even if you, and how much you 
it seems we are unloved have to offer them to 
and have no love left 


within ourselves to give. 

Christmas can be a 
desperate time, as many 
of us know from our own 
bitter experience. We’ve 
faced Christmases in 
poverty, isolated from our 
loved ones, our lives 
seemingly in ruin and 
without hope. Too many 
face that kind of Christ¬ 
mas this year. 

If the Christmas spirit 
is dead within us this year 
because of bitter memo¬ 
ries or desperate circum¬ 
stances now, the Christ- 


Giving of ourselves 
can be the greatest gift of 
all, and it need not cost 
us anything. In fact, the 
immediate rewards of 
giving of ourselves to 
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Alexis Band Receives $145,160 Grant 


can bring sunshine into 
the life of someone 
feeling alone and alien¬ 
ated from the world, and 
their response can lift us 
even higher. 

And those simple 
needs fulfilled by simple 
gifts are not restricted to 
any income level or social 
structure. Even the rich¬ 
est person may be lacking 
simple honest human 
contact. 

Elsewhere in this 
newspaper are some 
suggested “Great Christ¬ 
mas Gifts That Cost 
Nothing." In that list, or 
in other ideas that they 
inspire, we hope that each 
one of you will find your 
way of giving, and 
through your gift, the 
hope and peace and love 
of the Christmas season 
in abundance. • 


...several construction projects planned 


The Alexis Band 
northwest of Edmonton 
will receive $145,160 in 
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grants from the Alberta 
government to assist in 
construction projects on 
their reserve. 

The projects include 
the construction of ten 
cottages, expansion of a 


to a senior citizens’ home. 

The grant was made 
under the Alberta Busi¬ 
ness and Community 
Development (ABCD) 
Program of Alberta 
Career Development and 
Employment. 

The ten cottages are to 
be prefabricated this 
winter and assembled on 
an 800-acre island in Lac 
Ste. Anne next spring. 


The project will employ 
ten people, including 
seven who will advance 
their apprenticeship 
training in the process. 

This project is a joint 
effort of the Alberta and 
federal governments and 
the band, with the 
$80,100 from ABCD 
covering more than half 
of its total cost of 
$150,300. 

Expansion of the feed- 
lot will provide jobs for 
three labourers, and will 
increase the facility’s 
capacity from 200 to 700 
head of cattle. 

The work will involve 
the clearing of 300 acres 
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of bushland and the 
construction of additional 
feedlot corrals and feed¬ 
ers. ABCD will cover 
$39,710 of the $47,510 
cost of the project 
Three workers will 
also be required for 26 
weeks to renovate and 
expand an existing band- 
owned building into a 
nursing home for six 
elders. ABCD funding 


will cover $25,350 of the 
project’s total cost of 
$32,255. 

The three projects are 
all part of the band’s five- 
year development plan 
which the band hopes will 
eventually include a 
service station, a shop¬ 
ping mall, a motel, a 
school and additional 
tourist facilities on Lac 
Ste. Anne. • 


Government 
Accused of Lying 


About New Bands, 
Reserves 


A Native leader has 
accused the federal gov¬ 
ernment of lying about its 
policy on creating bands 
and reserves. 

Native Council of 
Canada Vice-President 
Edmund Gus said 
recently his group was 
told in June that there was 
no policy, yet apparently 
the cabinet had already 
approved a change by 
which the government 
would no longer create 
bands and reserves unless 
it saved the government 


The government says 
the policy was introduced 
because it can’t afford to 
finance new bands and 


Gregg Smith, president 
of the Indian Association 
of Alberta, says the 
Grouard Band near High 
Prairie has already been 
affected by the policy. It 
has a reserve but wants 
more land and money to 
meet the needs of new 
band members. • 
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QyXcic 


A quick quiz helps keep the mind alert. Tty these 
questions and check your answers with ours on page. 

1. A planet that is never visible to the naked eye is: 
a) Mars, b) Saturn, c) Neptune 

2. The word 'jural’ is: 

a) A famous racehorse, b) A legal term, c) A type of 
canning jar 

3. A book not written by Stephen King is: 
a) Firestarter, b) Rage, c) The Massacre 

4. Kim McLain's award winning Asum Mena ’87 
acrylic is called: 

a) Victoria May, b) Sunday’s, c) Culture Shock 


6. Which of these is not a Metis Settlement: 
a) Paddle Prairie, b) Sooniyaw, c) Elizabeth 

7. The President of the Indian Association of Alberta 
a) Greg Smith, b) Gregg Smithe, c) Gregg Smith 

8. A kilometre is equal to: 

a) % of a mile, b) % of a mile, c) 1.25 miles 

9. The Governor General is referred to as: 

a) Right Honorable, b) His Majesty, c) His 
Excellency 

10. The capital city of Prince Edward Island is: 
a) Charleston, b) Charlottetown, c) Fredricton 

(a 
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Indians May Have Been 
First North American 
Commuters 


Dr. Joe Couture Questions 
Validity Of 


Indians may have been a highly advanced cul- 
commuting long before lure. They believe it may 
the first white man came have provided lodgings 
to North America. for commuters. 

Archeologists have The Sand Canyon 
discovered a 350-room Pueblo in southwestern 
pueblo that was built by Colorado, 32 kilometres 
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east of Mesa Verde, is the 
site of extensive cliff 
dwelling built by the 
same people, the Anasazi, 
who disappeared for 
unknown reasons about 
700 years ago. 

Archeologist Bruce 
Bradley says the site may 
have functioned as a 
religious or a ritual centre 
and not specifically as a 
domestic habitation. 

He says the site is as 
if “I left home this 
morning and never came 
back. You know, the pot's 
on the stove, the pans are 
in the dishwasher." • 


Native Communications 


by Melvin Sharp head 


JVWVVWVVOt 


owvwwwo 


How well do Native 

zations reflect Native cul¬ 
ture? This was a question 
recently presented by Dr. 
Joe Couture, a speaker at 
the first National Native 
Multi-Media Awards 
dinner held in Banff. 

If the mandate of these 
organizations is to pro¬ 
mote and develop Native 
cultures, Dr. Couture 
asked Native communi¬ 
cators attending the 
general meeting of the 
national Aboriginal Com¬ 
munications Society, are 
we taking whiteman 
models wholesale? Have 
we really come to grips 
with decision making, 
Indian style?” 


TOM BOY FOODS 
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Couture, the founding 
president of the Aborigi¬ 
nal Multi-Media society 
of Alberta, is a Metis from 
Ft. McMurray who left 
the Roman Catholic pri¬ 
esthood and is now a pro- 
fessor at Athabasca 
University. 

He began his address 
by contending that the 
purpose of Native com¬ 
munications organiza¬ 
tions, in his mind, is to 
establish communica¬ 
tions networks to serve 
the people. 

To fulfill that mandate, 
he said, required answers 
to several questions: 
What structures are 
needed? Are they in 
place? Are they adequate 
or inadequate? Do they 
have the right board and 
staff? 

“We can have high 
ideals, but perhaps when 
we get into the western 
style model ...organiza¬ 
tions tend to be heavy- 
handed if not dictatorial" 
in how they are made to 

“If the mandate is to 
serve ‘The People’, who 
are ‘The People’? That is 
an abstraction that doesn’t 
exist,” Couture said. 

Describing his own 
experience in returning to 
the Metis community of 
Calling Lake where he 
how lives after living 
many years in the city, 
Couture said he has 
rediscovered what it is 
like to live with “real 
Indians". Calling Lake, 
he said, reminds him of 
the old days in Fort 
McMurray. 

“Culture — that’s a 
hell of a problem,” he 


said, “a major challenge. 

“I, like everyone, talk 
about its preservation and 
development and growth” 
but “what culture are we 
talking about?” 

Considering the prob¬ 
lems of language, Cou¬ 
ture asked: “How do you 
say computer in Cree?” 

He said the only group 
doing anything toward 
modernizing the lan¬ 
guage is the Inuit with 
their terminology work¬ 
shops. “Teachers and 
lawyers don’t have the 
time; maybe communica¬ 
tions societies should be 
doing it.” 

Expanding on his con- 


said, “I’ve'been reminded 
there is a fundamental 
way of responding, of act¬ 
ing ...peculiar and specific 
to a given tribe or region.” 

Couture said he also 
wonders “how compre¬ 
hensive and thought 
through are your editorial 
policies and operational 
guidelines”, the balance 
between traditional values 
and political considera¬ 
tions, between objectives 
and government funding. 

“Maybe the time has 
come for us to be more 
candid than we have been 
in the twenty years since 
the turning point of cast¬ 
ing off shackles,” to 
expose the corrupt practi¬ 
ces that are “on a scale to 
worry about.” 

Couture said he was 
“convinced of the wis¬ 
dom and inherent power 
of our traditional ways. 
Given the creative ener¬ 
gies ...maybe we are now 
to the point where we can 
continued 
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On a more personal 
note. Couture noted that 
“I'm living now as one 
who has one hand on the 
computer and one hand 
on the pipe,” the way he 
has lived for 19 years, and 
now “I’m shifting gears.” 

Revealing that he 
asked for something “of a 
vision nature" to share 
with his audience, “I saw 
that this group would con¬ 
tinue to prosper” notwith¬ 
standing its challenges 
and problems. 

“I was shown that, for a 
number of reasons, many 
of you in this room 
tonight will be blessed — 
as men and women living 
out your lives and as pro¬ 
fessionals doing your 


"In that area of Indian 
life that is alcohol- 
related, some awfully 
unusual events have 
occurred,” he said, as he 
cited the cases of Alkali 
Lake and other Native 
communities where there 
was a dramatic increase 
in sobriety in a short 
period of time. 

“I think," he said, 
“those are indicators of 
things to come in Native 
communications across 
Canada ...quantum leaps, 
unpredicted.” 

Couture sees this as “a 
good omen that is going 
to affect all of us. We’re 
going to experience deep 

whether we’re ready for 
them or not.” • 
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American Group Supports Canadian 
Indian Education Struggle 

...willing to assist in whatever way they can _ 


An American Indian 
education organization 
has thrown its support 
behind the efforts of 
Canadian Indians to seek 
increased funding for 
education. 

The National Indian 
Education Association 
passed a resolution at a 
recent conference in 
Bismarck, North Dakota 
expressing its support of 
“the struggle of the 
Indians of Canada to 
obtain sufficient levels of 
funding for Indian educa¬ 
tion from the elementary 
to post-secondary levels.” 

The group also 
resolved that it would 
draft letters “expressing 
concern for the current, 
severe federal under- 
funding and the future 
cutbacks envisioned by 
the government of Can¬ 
ada and indicate support 
for a moratorium on 
educational funding 
changes and cuts.” The 
letters were to be sent to 


Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney and Indian 
Affairs Minister Bill 
McKnight. 

The decision to 
unanimously support the 
resolution was based on 
a number of factors 
provided to the group by 
their Canadian 
colleagues 

1. That the Canadian 
and United States gov¬ 
ernments have Treaty 
and other contractual 
obligations to provide 
and fund quality educa¬ 
tion services; 

2. The Department of 
Indian and Northern 
Affairs in Canada has as 
one of its objectives the 
mandate to assist and 
support Indians and Inuit 
in having access to edu¬ 
cational programs and 

responsive to their needs 
and aspirations, consis¬ 
tent with the concept of 
Indian control of Indian 
education; 
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3. The Government of 
Canada is currently 
lowering levels of fund¬ 
ing for elementary and 
secondary education 
through formula funding 
and is placing caps on 
levels of post-secondary 
education funding deter¬ 
mined unilaterally by 
federal bureaucrats; 

4. Any funding restric¬ 
tions severely hamper the 
progress toward which 
North American Indian 
educators and leaders 
have been working in the 
past decade; 

5. The under-funding 
of Indian education in 
Canada has become so 
severe that a group of 600 
concerned Indian people 
gathered at Alexander 
Band in Alberta, formed 


a new National Indian 
Education Forum,, and 
called for a moratorium 
on these funding deci¬ 
sions made without con¬ 
sultation with Indian 
people; 

6. Many of these edu¬ 
cators have been active 
members of the National 
Indian Education Associ¬ 
ation for several years, 
recognizing that interna¬ 
tional boundaries do not 
hinder (the NIEA’s) 
involvement and support 
to the Indian people of the 
North American 

The resolution had 
been submitted by the 
National Indian Educa¬ 
tion Forum, headquar¬ 
tered at the Alexander 
Band. • 
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Fuel Bills In The Winter Artist’s Scheme Evolves Into 
Home Can Be High Artistic Freedom _ 


When you look at your 
home heating bill do you 
cringe and curse and 
shake your head in frus¬ 
tration? Cheer up! There 
are many ways to lower 
your fuel consumption 
and save those hard 
earned dollars. 

One of the best ways is 
to maintain your water 
and space heating sys¬ 
tems properly. You could 
cut $150 or more from 
your energy bills each 
year with a well-main¬ 
tained system. Sound 
tempting? Read on. 

Depending on the kind 
of heating system you 

ways to improve its effi¬ 
ciency and save money. If 
you have a forced air sys- 
tem, clean the filter, 
blower and duct system 
regularly. If you have a 
gravity system, be sure to 
keep the duct system 
clean. If you arc equipped 
with hot water heating, 
lubricate the circulation 
pump twice a year for the 
best efficiency. 

Whatever kind of heat¬ 
ing unit you have, remem¬ 
ber that you can save by 
turning your thermostat 
down at night or when no 

Another way to save is 
through regular mainte- 

hcatcr. Drain it from time 
to time to prevent sedi¬ 
ment building up in the 

drain the entire tank and 
flush out rust, scale, and 
sediment. This will im¬ 
prove the heat exchange 
efficiency and life expec¬ 
tancy of your water tank. 

If your furnuce is in 
need of major repairs, it 
may be time to consider 
buying a new one. Before 
you make a decision, 
however, have your fur¬ 
nace inspected by the util¬ 
ity company representa¬ 
tive or a heating contrac¬ 
tor. Look to see if its worn 
out. Is it rusting? Does it 
have too many holes? 
Perhaps it is too big or too 
small for your present 
requirements. 

If you choose to replace 
your furnace, compare 
the features, cost effi¬ 
ciency, advantages and 
disadvantages of the var¬ 
ious types of furnaces on 
the market today. Medium 
and high efficiency fur¬ 
naces as well as the 
standard types, are now 
available from most 
. manufacturers. 


information on furnaces, 
you can call a toll free 
Energy Matters hotline to 
get the clarification you 
seek. That number — 
Zenith 22339. Call your 
operator. They'll dial for 



by Jim Lefevre 
He’s a little embar¬ 
rassed to admit it, but 
Kim McLain’s artistic 
career began with a 
scheme that exploited his 
Native heritage. 

“A friend and I had this 
thing going with the oil 
companies in Calgary," 
he says of a project he 
playfully dubbed “the 
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4.8 km (3 miles) east of 5Mh St. on 40th Avenue 


trap line”. 

“We’d do art that 
looked Indian, and we’d 
go around to the offices 
and peddle the stuff. Most 
serious artists just coming 
our of university can’t just 
go out and sell their stuff, 
but we could get away 

However, McLain ad¬ 
mits mow that he doesn’t 
feel good about the ploy. 
“It was plain dishonest.” 

After studying at the 
Alberta College of Art for 
a year, McLain was left 
somewhat confused. His 
education exposed him to 
a great many masters and 
styles, from Renaissance 
greats, Michaelangelo 
and Da Vinci to post¬ 
modernists like Warhol 
and Max. Still, McLain 
sensed some restrictions 
to his development. 

“I felt this pressure 
because I’m Native; my 
art should Native,” he 

Now that he’s found 
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the support of an organi¬ 
zation like the alberta 
Indian Arts and Crafts 
Society, McLain has 
found a new artistic free¬ 
dom and style that he’s 
confident with. 

Several months ago, 
McLain took top prize at 
the society’s fourth 
annual art festival with a 
portrait of his girlfriend, 
rendered in a cubist- 
influenced design. 

“Victoria May (the 
prize-winning portrait) 
was accepted because of 
the art work itself. That 
helped my self-confi¬ 
dence. I can go ahead 
now and do what’s really 

remarked 
New Vision 

Colleen Bence, the 
director of the festival, 


said the woodlands style 
of contemporary Native 
art — with its images of 
legends and mythological 
characters, has held the 
spotlight for some time 

"We want to show 
people there are other 
styles of art being done by 
Natives,” she said. “A lot 
of the work in our exhibi¬ 
tion is traditional, but alot 
is art you wouldn’t know 
is done by a Native unless 
you happened to know 

Although the festival 
competitors are novices, 
established artists such as 
Alex Janvier, Jane Ash 
Poitras, and Joanne 
Cardinal-Shubert allow 
their work to be exhibited 
in the hope of drawing 
bigger crowds. • 


Ul Rate Holds Steady 

The government will keep next year’s rate on unem¬ 
ployment insurance premiums at their current level, a 
move that should wipe out the $2.5 billion deficit in the 
jobless fund by the end of 1988, said Employment 
Minister Benoit Bouchard. 

The rate for employees will remain at $2.35 for 
every $ 100 of insurable earnings, and for employers at 
$3.29 for every $ 100 of insurable earnings. 

The unemployment insurance system is required by 
law to be self-financing. • 
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Giving Great Christmas Gifts 
That Cost (Next To) Nothing 


...because it really is the thought that counts 


by Lory boulei 

Christmas can be a sad 
and depressing time, even 
for those who are filled 
with the spirit of the 

Their problem is that 
they are rich in generos¬ 
ity, but poor in cash. 

All around them they 
see reminders of their 
limitations — the adver¬ 
tising in newspaper and 
magazines and on radio 
and TV, the expensive 
gifts displayed in store 
windows, the multitude 
of shoppers laden down 
with packages. 

With all of those con¬ 
stant reminders, is it any 


wonder that we begin to 
believe that we must give 
an abundance of presents 
in order to properly 
celebrate Christmas? 

How misguided! The 
gifts that really count are 
those that reflect our 
awareness and under¬ 
standing of the person 
receiving them, that are 
an expression of our own 
unique talents and 
generosity. 

Who Are You Giving To? 

The more you know 
about the person you are 
giving to, the more you 
know about their likes 
and dislikes, their inter¬ 
ests and lifestyle, their 
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likely you are to give a 
fit that they will 
appreciate. 

If you give clothing, 
know their size and the 
styles they like to wear, 
know whether or not they 
are athletic, and if they 
are, what activities they 
participate in; know what 
foods they like or dislike; 
know whether or not they 
are smokers, or drinkers, 
or on a diet; know what 
they like to read, what 
they watch on TV, what 
their hobbies are. 

That basic kind of 
knowledge can make the 
difference between a gift 
being appreciated, or 
being a signal that the 
giver really doesn’t know 
much about the person 
they are giving to. Just 
ask the six-year-old kid 
who gets a baby rattle, the 
non-smoker who gets a 
carton of cigarettes, the 
devout Christian who 


gets a Playboy calendar 
or the newly divorced 
couple that gets a set of 
his and hers towels. 

What Are Your Special 
Gifts? 

Even the least talented 
of us has abilities and 
skills that can be trans¬ 
formed into gifts that will 
be especially appreciated. 

Being able to read and 

those who can’t. A friend 
or relative who has poor 
eyesight, or has trouble 
with reading and writing, 
might be gready helped 
by our ability to read their 
mail to them, to fill out 
forms and write letters for 
them, to read to them 
from books and news¬ 
papers — especially if 
they know they can 
depend on you to provide 
that help throughout the 

Household skills can 
be a greatly appreciated 
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gift to seniors and others 
who can’t fend for them¬ 
selves so well anymore — 
those who are ill, or 
crippled, or aged or shut 
ins. Fresh baking once a 
week, an occasional hot 
meal, help with house¬ 
cleaning, a manicure or 
a massage can be greatly 
appreciated, and again, 
they need not be limited 

If you're strong and 
healthy and bit of a 
handyman (or woman), 
you can do a variety of 
helpful things that people 
might not be able to do 
for themselves, or afford 
to have someone else do. 
Chopping wood, shovel¬ 
ling snow, running 
errands, babysitting, 
fixing a leaky tap, mend¬ 
ing furniture, weather¬ 
proofing a door or win¬ 
dow — these are only a 
few of an endless number 
of helpful gifts of your 
time and energy and 
ability. 

And if you have special 
talents, you can use them 
too. If you are musical, 
you can provide enter¬ 
tainment to shut-ins and 


teach children; if you are 
artistic, you can brighten 
people lives with your 
creations or teach others; 
if you can sew or knit or 
crochet or do beadwork 
and other traditional 
crafts, you can create 
your own gifts and teach 
others how to do the 


It’s The Thought That 
Counts 

You may think these 
gifts are too ordinary, but 
if you stop and think for 
a moment, you'll realize 
how much such gifts 
could mean to you, and 
how seldom you receive 

The secret is in know¬ 
ing the people you are 
giving to well enough that 
you give gifts that are 
meaningful to them. And 
the really big secret is that 
such knowledge is a solid 
basis for deep friendship, 
and few of us take the 
time and trouble to know 
anyone that well. That is 
why friendship is so 
special — one of the 
greatest gifts of all. • 


Season’s Greetings 

“Johnson leads the world” 

Suppliers of Johnson Outboards, 
Vanguard fishing and ski boats, 

Metzeler inflatable boats and Contour pedal boats 



GARRFIELD’S 

HAIR STYLING 

Complete Hair Styling for the whole family 

624 - 3810 * Located in the Co-Op Mall 
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OLIVERS 
WELDING LTD. 

★ Portable B-Pressure Fabrication 

★ HYDRAULIC HOSE SERVICE 

★ Radiator Repair 

Box 1101, Slave Lake. AB TOG 2A0 

® 849-2147 
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Christmas In Prison 

...“the forgotten people”. _ 


by Terry Lusty 


Terry Lusty's involvement 
with his Metis people has 
made him one of A Iberia's 
best known and most 
respected Native writers 
Based in Edmonton, free¬ 
lancer Lusty has three 
books to his credit, count¬ 
less articles and has been 
involved in various aspects 
of radio and television. He 
completed his Bachelor of 
Education degree in 1979 
and will be enrolled in the 
Masters program at the 
University of Alberta in 
1988. 


It is a well known fact 
that the prison population 
of many institutions 
consist of many Native 
people. Statistics more 
than prove this statement. 

In case you are not 
already aware of it, a 
great many of the Native 
people incarcerated, 
particularly in federal 
prisons, are hundreds and 
hundreds of miles from 
their homes, their fami¬ 
lies and their loved ones. 
A recent estimate I’ve 
been given for such 
inmates at the Edmonton 
(Maximum) Institution is 
that about 85 percent of 
the Native population are 
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from out-of-province. 

Indeed, I have discov¬ 
ered that a lot of the 
Native prisoners are from 
B.C., Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba and other 
points of Canada all the 
way across the country as 
far as the Maritimes. The 
same holds true for 
inmates at other ends of 
the nation. For example, 
eastern provinces like the 
Maritimes, Quebec and 
Ontario house many 
Native inmates who 
originate from western 
Canada and the North¬ 
west Territories. 

Whether this situation 
exists by design or by 
accident is not the point 
at this particular time. 
The point is that their 
geographical distance 
from their loved ones 
leaves them with no one 
to share their Christmas 
with other than their 

Relatives, spouses and 
those near and dear to 


Native inmates are often 
not in a position to travel 
the great distances to visit 
an inmate. As well, many 
have their own families to 
look after at their home 
base and find it most 
awkward to try and visit 
a relative or friend in jail 
during Christmas. 

Most provincial and 
federal institutions have a 
Native Brotherhood 
organization that tries to 
involve people from 
outside the system. 
Although they encourage 
outside involvement, that 
participation has a long 
way to go. The number 
of outsiders who actually 
get out to the institution 
is very low. 

Inmates are in an even 
more precarious situation 
than we outsiders. We 
have all sorts of friends 
and supports that we can 
draw upon in the outside 
world, but those behind 
bars are very, very lim¬ 
ited. Sadly, the pressures 


of penal life often lead 
inmates to disorientation, 
listlessness, anxiety, 
nervous breakdowns, a 
low sense of self-worth 
and yes, suicide attempts. 

While most of us on the 
outside are out enjoying 
the festive season, the 
same does not hold true 
for inmates. They are the 
forgotten people and just 
because they may have 
done something wrong in 
the eyes of the law does 
not make them any less 
human beings. 

As humans, we all need 
a certain degree of love 
and attention. Without it 
we die. Our spirits give 
in and we become non¬ 
humans. This holds 
moreso for those inside 
the walls than those of us 
fortunate to be on the 
outside. We are in a much 
more privileged position. 

The extended incarcer¬ 
ation of Natives is an 
awful blow to them. The 
abuses of these people are 



® MacKenzie Court 
Workers Services 

® 873-3678 
® 873-6571 
® 920-2822 

Head Office - Box 2706 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. 
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LEARN 
TO 
FLY 

Private, Commercial, Night, Instruments, Co-Pilot courses. 

Our courses offer... 

• Affordable prices • Set your own pace & pay as you go along 

• Minimum enrollment fee • 35 hours flying time 20 hours ground school 

• Tax deductible 

With our courses you can receive your pilots license 
in as little as 3 weeks or as it fits your schedule. 

Why settle for anything less? 

Call Now! 791-2182 
Fort McMurray Airport 
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Make and Decorate 
Your Own Christmas Candles 


not just physical and 
mental, they are also 
spiritual, and without that 
spirit, catasrophe is not 
far away. It is a very thin 
line between life and 
death for many. But there 
is a solution. 

We on the outside, can 
be part of that solution by 
visiting these inmates and 
involving ourselves in 
their lives. It is that 
support that can make the 
difference in someone 
going over the edge. 

Whether incarcerated 
people are truly guilty of 
the offence(s) for which 
they are “marking time” 
or whether they are there 
as a result of society’s ills 
is irrelevant. The fact 
remains, in our love for 
our fellow man, we need 
to support all people. The 
Native Brotherhoods 
would more than wel¬ 
come your participation 
and you, in turn, could 
help Native inmates 
immensely by building 
links with them. 

Christmas is an ideal 
time to think of those less 
fortunate than ourselves. 
However, rather than just 
think of them, why not 
help them in a concrete 
fashion. • 



by John Copley 

The yuletide season 
usually inspires us to go 
out and buy a big bunch 
of candles to help the 
Christmas decor. Can¬ 
dles these days, the 
Christmas types, run 
anywhere from $3 to 
$30, depending on how 
much color and design 
you want. 

Save some money and 
have some fun! Make 
your own candles — 
often with materials you 
may already have laying 
around the house. 

Here’s two money 
making ideas. First we’ll 
exprain how to turn a 
plain white inexpensive 
candle (or other color if 
you like) into a Christmas 
eye-catcher and conver¬ 
sation piece. Secondly, 
you’ll learn how to make 


your own candle — one 
of which you can re-use 
for many other occasions 
throughout the year. 

Candle-Coloring 
All you need here are 
a few of the 6-10" inex¬ 
pensive white/colored 
candles and some broken 
crayons from the kids 
room. Dig out as many 
as you can, because after 
an hour of fun you’ll be 
a full-fledged "candle- 
colorer”, with lots of 
different color ideas to 
spread throughout the 
house this season. The 
more crayons you have 
the better color selection 
you will have, and the 
better your finished 
project will look. 

Caution: 


Since candle—color¬ 
ing requires the use of 



On Behalf of 
Chief Eddie Littlechild 
Council, Staff and Members 


the 

ERMINES KIN 


TRIBAL ENTERPRISES 


would like to wish _you, one and 
all a very Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. 

585-3741 Hobbema 
420-0008 Edmonton Direct 
Box 219 

Hobbema, Alberta TOC 1N0 



fire, we recommend adult 
supervision when chil¬ 
dren are making this 

A flat surface such as 
the kitchen table will be 
needed. Make sure you 
cover the table with old 
newspapers. 

Light a spare candle or 
fondu-type burner to 

Once you've removed 
the paper covering front 
the crayon move it gently 
over the flame you have 
prepared. 

As the crayon melts, 
dab it against your white/ 
colored project candle, 
repeat this process until 
you have lots of dots and 
lines all over your candle. 

By now you’ll be say¬ 
ing, “Wow, this is ugly!" 

But it’s time for step 
two. In this step, use a 
different color and do it 
all over again. Move the 
crayon from heat to 
candle, all the while 


making splotches every¬ 
where. Keep repeating 
this procedure until you 
attain the appearance you 
want. You can use 3, 4 
even 5 different colors, 
but regardless of how 
many you use, be sure to 
cover most of the candle 
with colored dots. 

Your white candle is 


now unrecognizable, and 
much more ugly than 
before. 

In the final step we 
transform that ugly can¬ 
dle into a personal mas¬ 
terpiece. Note: If you use 
a candle flame for heat¬ 
ing at this stage of your 
project you will note an 
ash or charcoal haze over 




PROPANE 


A cross the arctic tundra came the cold north winds 
of winter. Aiiluk, at the foot of his sleigh, was cold, 
even though his caribou hides and seal skin outers 
were wrapped tightly around him. The frost forming on 
his brows and forehead, was overshadowed by ice 
moustache and icicle-like shapes that hung from his 
nostrils. How he wished to be home. How he hungered 
to see his wife and young children. His trapline was 
three days long and'now he returned home — catch 
in hand and a warm feeling in his heart. He was 
the sole provider for his family of four and the 
game was abundant this year. He had done 
well. He smiled to himself as he glanced ahead 
and spotted the last of the markers that wold 
guide him home safely. He though of the 
mitts and of the mukluks that his woman 
would make for the children on his 
return. He glowed at the thought of 
the new oil supply — a supply of 
warmth and light for the cold days 
ahead. Yes, the catch had been 
good — with any luck he may 
even net a hundred dollars of 
so. Akiluk was happy. This 
would be a good Christ¬ 
mas again this year. 
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your finished product. 
Though this can be 
appealing, a bic-type 
lighter or* low flame 
propane burner will 
generally give a better 
overall finished 
appearance. 

Move the candle over 
your heat source and 
rotate it regularly so that 
the heat is being distrib¬ 
uted evenly across the 
candle. You’ll see the 
colors starting to melt and 
blend in with one another. 
Different visual effects 
will begin to take place 
over the candle. Keep 
rotating until you have 
achieved a pattern design 
you like. 

Once your masterpiece 
has cooled down, buff it 
to a shine with a soft 
Hand cloth. 

A good family project, 
you can have each family 
member try a different 
color combination for 
their candle. 

Candle Making 

Remember: when 
making candles, exercise 
caution around hot stove 
and wax. 

The directions for 
making this unique all¬ 
purpose candle arc based 
on using a straight white 
paraffin wax. Should you 
wish to add color to 
yours, use a candle- 
making dye (available in 
solid and liquid form) 
which you’ll find at most 
hobby craft stores. Fol¬ 
low package directions. 

For this candle you II 
need a two litre milk 


carton (with top cut off, 
it gives you an 8 by 3 3/ 
4 inch mold), a couple of 
trays of ice cubes, a cheap 
8 inch tapered white 
candle and some paraffin 
wax. (This you can also 
find at your hobby craft 
store). An aluminum 
cooking pot is best for 
melting wax and it cleans 
easily with hot water and 
soap. A candy ther¬ 
mometer is a handy tool 
but if you don’t have one 
just be sure to remove the 
hot wax from the stove 
once the wax has melted. 
Don’t let it overheat. 

Paraffin is usually sold 
in 5 or 10 pound blocks 
but smaller chunks are 
available, depending on 
the amount of candles 

When you purchase 
paraffin be sure to ask-for 
the “medium grade”. 
This grade melts at 
approximately I45°F 
(68°C) and is safe for a 


medium stove. When the 
wax has melted pour it 
into your milk carton and 
let sit until it begins to 
harden. 

At this point set your 
tapered candle into the 
center of the mold and 
stand it straight. By 
pressing the hardening 
wax against the inserted 
candle, you will help to 
put candle firmly into the 

With the remainder of 


your hot wax (about 4 
pounds per candle) on the 
burner you can now 
dump the ice cubes into 
the mold. Careful not to 
knock over your tapered 


Bruyere Demands Funds For 
Canada’s Own “Third World” 


Pour hot w; 


erthe 


Allow the candle to sit 
for about 8 hours then 
carefully drain the water 

Intricate lace-type 
patterns will guarantee 
your delight when you 
remove the cardboard. 

Stuff the “mouse-holes 
in cheese” effect with 
holly, mistletoe, candy 

Change the look of 
your candle at birthday’s 
and other occasions by 
removing the Christmas 
trimmings and re¬ 
decorating with other 
suitable items. 

The patterns you turn 
out with this project are 
always different. Experi- 
nent by using various 

even larger range of 

How you find these 
projects fun and enter¬ 
taining to do. We did! 


Native leaders charged 
last month that while the 
Federal government con¬ 
tinues to provide signifi¬ 
cant financial support for 
Africa, Canada’s own 
‘third world’ is suffering 
largely because it hasn’t 
enough funds. 

Smokey Bruyere, Pres¬ 
ident of the Native Coun¬ 
cil of Canada, said the 
government is blocking 
the formation of newly- 
recognized Indian bands 
because of financial costs. 

“Just last month, Can¬ 
ada gave away that much 
(almost $700 million) in 
one fell swoop to Third 
World countries so that 
Mulroney would look 
good internationally,” 
said Ed Gus, western 
vice-president of the 
council. “But not for us, 
oh no — not for Canada’s 
domestic third world.” 

Last September at the 
Francophone Summit in 
Quebec, Canada forgave 
nearly $340 million in 
loans to French-speaking 
African countries. A sim¬ 
ilar amount loaned to 
English-speaking coun¬ 
tries was forgiven during 
the Commonwealth Con¬ 
ference in October. 

Bruyere showed repor¬ 
ters a copy of a depart¬ 


OPEN 24 Hours 

Strawberry 

Service 

& RESTAURANT 

Featuring Home-Cooked Meals 


Merry Christmas from Theresa & Staff 

NAD’s, 



Men s & Ladies' Styling 

rn 523-4020 m 

4925 - 52 Avenue, High Prairie 


| MUTCAKT MANUFACTURED HONES \ 

Build with Muttart's and SAVE | 
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CONSTRUCTION LTD. 
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04 David Road 
Atcheson Industrial Park 
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ment of Indian Affairs 
policy document at a 
press conference recently. 
He said the directive 
makes it almost impossi¬ 
ble for any new recog¬ 
nized bands to be created, 
though Indian Affairs has 
nearly 100 applications. 

Bruyere pointed out 
many of these isolated 

proper social services, 
schools or administrative 
structures, simply because 
they are not recognized. 
Limited Circumstances 

John Rayner, assistant 
deputy minister for Indian 
services, countered the 
charge by stating the pur¬ 
pose of the directive was 
to insure Indians were not 
given false expectations 
by the department. 

“One of our problems 
in the past has been — if 


it’s a negative an 
request — that we have 
tended to be silent, or not 
to give a reply at all,” con¬ 
tended Rayner. 

He acknowledged, 
however, that the circum- 

communities can become 
recognized for assistance 

New bands can be rec¬ 
ognized if it won’t cost 
any more money. They 
may also be created 
where there is a legal 
obligation to do so under 
land or treaty claims. • 



CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM 

CALAHOO MEATS 
LIMITED 

Wholesale meats and frozen foods, specializing in 
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® 458-2136 
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For all your Furnace Repair parts 
Fans • V Belts • Nuts • Bolts 
Thermocouplers • Thermostats • Motors 
• Pulley and More • We now stock a full line of 
electrical supplies 
SEE YOUR LOCAL B & G DEALER 
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, HEATING & 
ELECTRICAL SUPPUES 
Edmonton (Main) — 471 -3060 


Look for our New Store in 

Wetaskiwin 

4420 - 49 Street Wetaskiwin, AB 
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A Christmas Roundup 


by Jerome Bear 

Christmas is quickly 
upon us and many of us 
wonder what to do for the 
holiday season. A couple 
of the big questions 
include whether or not 
we'll have any snow and 
whether or not we are 
even feeling Christmasy 
yet. 

You might even be 
asking yourselves what to 
do on Christmas or New 
Year’s eve. Look no 
further. Here are a few of 
the events going on 
around this holiday 
season. 

For the children — the 
Canadian Native Friend¬ 
ship Centre is having a 
Christmas party which 
begins at 12 noon on 


call Duane Demas at 
452-6100. 

The Metis Association 
of Alberta (MAA) will be 
hosting a Christmas 
dinner and dance on 
Saturday, December 12 th 
at the Bonaventure Hotel. 
Tickets are ten bucks a 
head, or $17 a couple. 
Cocktails will start at 
6:00 p.m. with the ban¬ 
quet set to begin at seven. 
The dance will go from 

ing and entertainment 
will be provided by 
August Collins and Half- 
breed. Other entertainers 
will be featured during 
the evening. Show up for 
this one — and hey, 
there’s door prizes too. 
Call Sharon if you require 
more information. The 


number is 455-2200. 

The Indian Association 
of Alberta (IAA) will be 
hosting a Christmas 
dance at the Edmonton 
Inn on December 17 th. 
The doors will open at 
9:00 p.m. The cost of this 
get-together is also only 
ten bucks a head. Enter¬ 
tainers for the evening 
will be the well-known 
Silver Creek Band. Call 
Debbi Moses at 452- 
4330 for the inside info. 

On December 18th the 
CNFC in Edmonton will 
be holding a “senior’s 
steak supper and dance” 
evening. Things get 
underway at 6:00 p.m., 
The dance is open to 
seniors in the Edmonton 1 
and surrounding area and 
you are asked to call and 



register it youd like ti 
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Elena 


Psychic Reader Advisor 


Free Palm Reading with Tarot Card Reading 

She will do Tarot, Palm and Psychic Readings. She ran and will help you if you 
are facing difficulties with Love, Marriage, Health and Business. If you have 
been troubled with alcohol and hard luck then see Elena today, one visit will 
convince you. 


Guaranteed Accurate Readings 

Call 426-6461 


Sunday, December 20th. 
Santa will be on hand to 
give out gifts to the 
children. In addition, a 
magician will be per¬ 
forming and refresh¬ 
ments will be served to 
everyone. The big catch 
here is that you have to 
register by December 7th 
— and the paper may not 
get out until the 10th. If 
this is the case, call 
anyway — you may get 
a late booking — they’re 
a real good bunch of 
people at the Friendship 
Centre. For more info, 
call Gord Russell at 482- 
6051. 

The Metis Children's 
Services (MCS) will be 
holding a Christmas 
party for teens between 
the ages of 12 and 17 on 
December 19th. The 
party will include some 
guest speakers and live 
entertainment is planned. 
The party will be held at 
the MCS's new offices at 
10950.-.124 Street io 
Edmonton. For more info 
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the 17th of this month. 

Metis .Urban Housing 
(MUHC) will have a 
private function this year 
where gifts and good 
times will be shared. No 
date has yet been set at 

P Metis Local 1885 will 
hold a staff Christmas 
party at 3:00 p.m. on 
December 18th. They 
will have a small brunch 
where gifts will be 
exchanged. 1885 is also 
inviting people from 
other organizations to 

Native Counselling 
Services will be having 
their staff party on the 
12th. The action will take 
place at “Johnny C's” — 
a nice little establishment 
on Highway 2 to St. 
Albert. 

A private dinner and 
dance will be held for the 
staff and their guests. A 
DJ will provide the music 
for the dance. 

Native Outreach is 
holding their annual staff 
workshop from 
December 16th through 
the 18th. This is the last 
function before the new 


year begins. A closed 
invitation banquet will be 
held so that awards can 
be properly presented t 
the outstanding workers 
in the organization durin 
1987. Laurent Roy aim 
the rest of his staff wish 
you all the best of the 
holiday season and a 
bright New Year. 

Ben Calf Robe Junior 
High School will be 
hosting their annual 
Christmas Feast on 
December 16th. The 
invited guests, students, 
and relatives will witness 
a pipe ceremony — a 
ceremony that will offi¬ 
cially begin the activities. 
This gets underway at 
10:30 in the morning. 
Dinner will be followed 
by a dance performance 
and a play done by some 
*>f the Crce students. The 
Christmas Feast will 
bring the end to another 
successful year at Ben 
Calf Robe. 

Native Student Ser¬ 
vices and the Native 
Students Club will hold 
their party on December 
10th in the Heritage 
Lounge at Athabasca 


©Monenco 
SASKMONT ENGINEERING 

ELECTRICAL STRUCTURAL MECHANICAL 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

2nd Floor, 12420 - 104 Avenue 
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Telephone: (403) 482-5456 
Fox: (403) 482-5450 Telex: 038 22638 
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Millet 

Motors 

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS 

★ Tune-ups ★ Brake Jobs 
★ Specializing in Carburetion 
★ Foreign and Domestic 
•k Licensed Automotive Mechanic 


S 387-4149 

4204 - 50 Street 
Millet, Alberta 



Hall on the U of A will be provided by 
campus. The party is for “Taste of Nashville”, 
students, families and The Poundmaker 
invited guests. Other Lodge will host a New 
faculty members along Year’s Sober Dance on 
with representatives from December 31st at the 
various organizations Nechi Centre in St. 
will also attend. Activities Albert The dance will 
begin at 3:00 p.m. and start at 10 p.m. and will 
include a play, story- wind up around 2 a.m. 
telling, fiddle music and Music will be provided by 
a sing-a-long. A pot luck Peter Morin. The cost is 
supper will start at five, only eight dollars each or 
Oh, by the way — Santa $ 15 a couple. Snacks, 
will be dropping in for a door prizes and noise- 
visit. makers are all part of the 

deal. 

New Years Dances_ And there it is in a 

There’s only a few to tell nutshell, 
about. If I’ve missed a few 

The CNFC in Edmon- organizations, as I prob- 
ton will hold their dance ably have, sorry about 
at the centre on New that. We’ll get you next 
Year’s Eve. Things get time — if you let me 
started with a dinner at know, 
nine. Cost is twenty bucks Merry Christmas to 
a head. Entertainment you all. • 


• General Store • Hot Snacks 
• Gas — Diesel Oil • Gifts 

Tony's Country Comer un 


Box 84, Joussard. Alberta 
Roger Houle 
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Merry Christmas! 

Alberta Traffic 
Supplies Ltd. 

Traffic Supplies Specialists 

• Sales and Rental 
• Servicing Contractors 

Edmonton Calgary 

440-4114 291-3012 

1 - 800 - 661-7346 1 - 800 - 382-8182 


PTARMIGAN 

ENGINEERING 

LIMITED 

Structural Engineering" 
Consulting for Municipal, Residential, 
Commercial and Industrial Projects 

4211 -95 Street, 
Edmonton, AB T6E 5R6 
o (403) 463-3950 

1 F/okky A)*fcv* 


Co-Ordinated 
Engineering Ltd. 

CONSURNG & INVESTIGATIVE ENGINEERS 

VVe at Consolidated Engineering wish to extend a 
very happy holiday season and a prosperous 
new year to all! 

10358 - 172 Street, Edmonton 

(403) 483-8880 Fax (403) 484-8712 


Arctic Cuisine 
Is Moving South 

by Billy Batton 

Talk about your out-of-the-way gourmet fixings! 
The first course begins with smoked Arctic char, 
inconnu and whitefish with mustard vinaigrette and 

Next came venison comsomme en croute with wild 
rice and vegetable julienne, roasted striploin of musk¬ 
ox with wild garlic sauce, and a salad of wild flowers 
and veggies. 

Dessert consisted of that scrumptious, fluffy pie, 
warm rhubarb parfait 

Folks — we’re not talking about downtown Toronto 
here. This is gourmet dining at its best in the Far North! 

Expo ’86 in Vancouver marked the first time Arctic 
food received any decent exposure. It was selling 
exceedingly well at the Icicles Restaurant in the 
Northwest Territories pavilion. 

Don Anderson, who managed the pavilion, said 
more than 60,000 musk-ox burgers were sold during 
the exposition. 

Anderson was one of the speakers last week at a 
conference sponsored by the government of the 
Northwest Territories business development, eco¬ 
nomic development and tourism departments. He was 
among the 40 chefs and food writers attending the 
conference at the Four Seasons Hotel in Vancouver. 

It was the first of a country-wide series of dinners to 
introduce the gourmet products of the North, to the 
South. 

Early in 1988, Anderson said he wants to open a 
store in Vancouver where Northwest Territories food 
will be available to the general public. The name of the 
store will be “Icicles”. 

“Just don’t expect to find ground musk-ox in your 
local store,” he said. “We won’t be marketing in 
supermarkets. It’s not a mass product.” • 



Just 4 kids 

A QUALITY CLOTHING & TOY BOUTIQUE 
• Clothing • Toys • Crafts for Children 
(by local people) 

New Stock Arriving Weekly! 

Kendal Mall, Canmore.AB 678-2250 



Venture Place 

4818 -49 Street, Lac La Biche 

675-2749 

Also Lac La Biche Crescent Drugs Building 

623-4604 

Season's Greetings to all the Bands in the Lakeland! 


Country Burger 
Bar 

Val's Mall, High Prairie 
® 523-4701 

Open Mondap thorugh Friday 
8:30 - 5:30 
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“Besf Wishes For The Coming Year” 


On beWj- oj 

9k ^Bcmd ^Uembc/is u;e 
wouHd Hike to wish you an d 
you/ts a QHessed Christmas 
and may the Q/ieat QpiMt 
ihspi/te and guide you 
tfiAougfiout the coming 
uMgu; QJea/t. 


CHIEF, HOWARD MUSTUS * 



# & 

#133 Alexis Indian Band 

967-2225 

Glenevis, Alberta 
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Big-Game Guide 
Looking For 


City Of Vancouver May 
Ask For Ottawa’s Help 

byJimLefevre tee — which includes all 


Good Defence 


by Jim Esles 


Big-game burner, Hans 
Hansen is used to stalking 
grizzly bears for a living. 

But the popular B.C. 
guide now finds he’s in 
the fight of his life, and he 
can't use his reliable rifle 
for defence. 

Hansen is accused of 
breaking scores of Wild¬ 
life Act regulations to 
secure trophies for big- 

At a hearing in early 
November at the Ter¬ 
rance, B.C. courthouse, 
the decision as to whether 
Hansen's outfitter's lic¬ 
ence should be revoked 
was postponed. It seems 
government lawyers 
simply got too bogged 
down in paperwork. 

After learning of the 


delay, Hansen acknowl¬ 
edged he's in a tough 
position. “But I'm looking 
forward to eventually giv¬ 
ing my side to all this." 

Less than a week later, 
another hearing was 
postponed because of 
missing documents. 

At stake is the $1.5 mil¬ 
lion that Hansen invested 
in Scoop Lake Outfitters, 
which specializes in tak¬ 
ing wealthy foreign hun¬ 
ters on expensive trips 
into northern B.C. 

Don Thatcher, a con¬ 
servation officer, spent 
more than two months 
last preparing the case 
against Hansen. 

Both the defence and 
the Crown believe the 
case may not begin again 
until January. • 


c Wishing ^ou 

£ yoms 

u4 ^Memj Ckntslms 
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CAJaQtek ^Pad 
Jleesotasis 
(turnin') 

Council! & the uUetnbe/is 
of the 

SAWRIDGEBAND 

0454 


BOX 326 

SLAVE LAKE, ALBERTA 
TOG 2 AO 

® 849 - 4311 

Edmonton Direct Line 

® 423-0171 


The Vancouver School 
Board is about to ask 
Ottawa to help feed the 
city’s hungry school 
children because officials 
can't get support from the 

Board Chairman, Ken 
Denike says the school 
board is likely to ask the 
federal government for 
food program funding. 
That plan of action is just 
one of five recommenda¬ 
tions made in a commit- 


nine trustees. 

Said Denike: “The 
recommendation for the 
Vancouver School Board, 
with the city of Van¬ 
couver, is to seek joint 
funding through either 
the Canadian Assistance 
Plan, or Health and Wel¬ 
fare Canada.” 

Denike conceded there 
were some dissenters in 
the group, but the general 
consensus was to go for 
federal funding. “Once it 


eyUewuj Ctetmas and 
^appy cAleu/ QJm 



uMay Hove and peace tight goun wag 
(Ids Chi tisntte 
J/tom 

Council, Staff and Members 

gift lake 

metis settlement 
« 767-3894 

General Delivery 
Gift Lake, Alberta TOG 1B0 



is approved by the board, 

it," he added. 

Another recommenda¬ 
tion for the board was to 
keep trying to get funds 
from the B.C. govern- 

chairman, Alister Fraser, 
said he was not very 
optimistic about acquir¬ 
ing provincial money. 

Claude Richmond, 
Minister of Social Servi¬ 
ces, said he doesn’t 
believe the province 
should get involved in 
such programs. Earlier 
this year, Richmond sug¬ 
gested the problem with 
school children going 
hungry was not serious, 
and insisted the govern¬ 
ment did not have a 
responsibility to correct it. 

According to the report, 
in October nearly 700 
children in Vancouver 
elementary schools said 
they came to class with¬ 


out breakfast, while 
another 240 said they did 
not eat lunch. In total, 
almost 27,000 children 
attend elementary schools 

Denike believes even 
those figures are low, and 
expects they'll grow as 
students become more 
comfortable talking to 
their teachers. 

Pat Chauncey feels the 
school board’s figures are 
just the tip of the iceburg. 
As a spokesman for the 
Child Poverty Action 
committee, Chauncey 
said the numbers “were 
totally inappropriate and 
wholly subjective. How 
many children — when 
asked if they had break¬ 
fast — would hold up 
their hands?” 

Chauncey said, a more 
realistic figure would put 
the number of hpngry 
school children in the city 
at close to 20,000. • 





mWETASKIWIN 
>A/R SERVICES LTD. 


★ FLYING TRAINING ★ 

★ AIRCRAFT CHARTER FLIGHTS ★ 

★ AIRCRAFT SALES & MANAGEMENT * 

★ Private Pilot Course 

* Commercial Pilot Course 

★ Night Endorsement 

★ Instructor's Rating 

★ Multi-Engine Rating 

★ Instrument Rating 

★ Mountain Training 


Armand "Bud" Pelletier Pres. & Mgra. 

Box 6444, Wetaskiwin, Alberta T9A 2G2 

352 7148 
353-5643 

Edmonton Customers Direct Line 
No Charge 420-6175 
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Stein Valley A 
Haven For 
Hikers 


PUBLIC MEMBERS NEEDED FOR 

TEACHER COMPETENCY REVIEW 


PANELS AND COMPLAINANT 
APPEAL COMMITTEES 






APPLICATIONS 

letteisofapplicalionsh 
descriplkin of yuur background including your 


■ (3) la bn <4 reference in support of your applkaliun fra 


nd forwarded by January 4,1 


R. LARRY RAPPEL 


‘ ” 'niMJASPER AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5K Ooa 
ect inquiries to the above at (403) 422-9334. 


/dlberra 


So you want to take 
a hike to the Stein! The 
easiest way to get to 
the valley is from the 
mouth of the river at 
the Fraser. A small sign 
north of Litton on High¬ 
way 12 points the way 
to a free ferry across 
the Fraser. Powered 
entirely by force of the 
river's flow, the two- 
car ferry shuttles traffic 
back and forth from 6:30 
a.m. to 10:IS p.m. daily. 

Once across the Fraser, 
the best way to find the 
trail is to start from Earl's 
Court Farm, about one 
kilometre north of the 
ferry. Hikers should 
register here before 
setting off up the canyon 
on foot. The first 35 
km is considered easy 
hiking. Beyond Scud¬ 
amore Creek the terrain 
becomes moderate to 
difficult. 


The Stein Trail has 
been used for thousands 
of years by ancestors 
of the local Natives who 
live in the valley. Food 
and medicine gathering, 
as well as spiritual prac¬ 
tices attracted the Indians 
to all parts of the Stein. 
Pictographs appear on 
exposed rock traces 
along the trail. 

There are numerous 
good campsites for hikers 
who want to camp in 
the lower canyon the 
first night. From May 
til September, it is pos¬ 
sible to reach the Stein 
alpine by way of logging 
and mining roads from 
surrounding drainages. 

Both Van Horlick 
Creek Road and the road 
to the abandoned Silver 
Queen Mine allows hik¬ 
ers to enter the valley 
from the northwest. A 
continued 


J-k. 



Saskatchewan Indian 
Federated College 
Look to the Future — 
Consider SIFC 


The Saskatchewan Indian Federated College is the only Indian controlled 
post secondary educational institution in Canada. One out of every four Indian 
students attending university in Canada attends SIFC. Academic offerings 
combine Indian-oriented and standard areas of study. 

Indian-oriented areas include: Indian Studies, Indian Social Work, Indian 
Communication Arts, Indian Management Administration, Indian Art and 
Indian Art History, Indian Health Studies, Indian Languages, Linguistics and 
Literature and Indian Education. 

Standard areas of study include: Arts and Science and others, as well as a 
number of pre-professional programs such as Pre-Law, Pre-Agriculture, 
Pre-Med. 

SIFC provides a total cultural, social and academic experience. We maintain 
a small college atmosphere on both Regina and Saskatoon campuses with 
services such as: Academic/Social/Traditional and Career Counselling; 
Recreational and Competitive Athletics; International Student Exchanges; 
Tutoring Services. 


- Intake for Winter Semester — 

Deadline for Applications 


Saskatchewan Residents December 15 
Out-of-Province Residents December 15 
Out-of-Country Residents October 15 


For more information on all SIFC opportunities write or call us at 


SIFC, Regina Campus 
127 College West 

REGINA* Saska'chAv 
S4S0A2 

(306) 584-8333/8334 
TollFre - 


SIFC, Saskatoon Campus 
Box 8098 

SASKATOON, Saskatchewan 
S7K 0A7 
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from the.soon-to-be- 
paved Duffy Lake Road 
— which connects Lil- 
looet with Pemberton. 

By driving southwest 
on the Texas Creek Road 
from Lillooet, hikers 
can reach, by way of 
Brimful Lake, the north- 
central Stein, and connect 
with the central Stein 
trail at Cottonwood 
Creek. 

Many people have 
traversed the entire 
watershed, and most 
of them have started 
in the alpine region. 

The main Stein trail 
was upgraded in I98S 
with the addition of a 
new bridge over Stryne 
Creek, near the (railhead, 
and an improved cable 
crossing 16 km into the 
canyon. During the 
summer of 1986, the 
34 km of trail above 
the lower cable crossing 
to Stein Lake was cleared 
of brush and deadfall. 
Several months later, 
two more cable crossings 
were installed along 
the route. 

In all, there are more 
than 90 km of good 
heritage trails through 
some of the most beau¬ 
tiful terrain in North 
America. It is no wonder 
that the use of this trail 
system for wilderness 
hiking has tripled in 
the last three years. With 
completion of the latest 
work, it is now possible 
for any person of average 
physical fitness to hike 
all the way to Stein Lake 
and experience the 
majestic beauty of the 
Stein Watershed. • 


Salmon Stock Negotiations 
Delayed Again _ 


Federal Fisheries Min¬ 
ister, Tom Siddon, says 
international negotiations 
over Canada's share of 
the Yukon River salmon 
stocks have been delayed 
at least until March, 
1988. 

Siddon explained the 
United States requested a 
postponement of the sixth 
round of talks so it can 
review the 1987 catch. A 
meeting was to have 
taken place in White¬ 
horse in mid-November. 

It's a known fact half 
the Chinook salmon in the 
Yukon system spawn in 
Canadian waters, but 
Canadian fishermen take 
only about 10 percent of 
the catch. 

The Yukon River is the 
fifth largest in North 
America, draining about 
854,000 square kilome¬ 


ters, of which about 41 
percent is Canadian. The 
river runs north from the 
B.C. border, zigging 
diagonally across the 
Yukon before emptying 
into the Bering Sea in 
Alaska. 

The Yukon contains 
five major tributaries that 
support significant sal¬ 
mon runs: The Pelly, Ste¬ 
wart, Teslin, White and 
Porcupine Rivers. 

Statistics show that 
from 1980 until 1985, 
Canadian fishermen took 
home a yearly catch of 
approximately 20,000 
chinook. Fishermen from 
the States caught almost 
10 times as many. 

For better than two 
years now, Canadian 
negotiators have been try¬ 
ing to obtain a better fish¬ 
ing deal, but so far neither 



HORST’S 
QUALITY 
GRINDING LTD. 


437-0234 


10349 - 59 AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
T6H 1E7 


side seems ready to sign 
any agreements. 

Aaron Sams, a fisheries 
spokesman in Ottawa, 
says Canada “has been 
pushing the Americans 
for a fixed time limit, but 
they’ve been dragging 
their feet." 

Sams pointed out that 
in addition to the setting 
of quotas, negotiators are 
attempting to figure out 
ways to rebuild stocks 
and establish joint con¬ 
servation programs and 
habitat protection plans. 

American negotiators 
have proposed joint 
enhancement projects in 
Canada. They say Cana- 





Wishing You 
fl Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year 
Chief: Ruth Stewart 
Council and Members 

Aklavik Indian Band 


Box 118 

Aklavik. Northwest Territories 
X0EQA0 


- MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM - 

Action Appliance Ltd* 

3922 - 7 Avenue North 

• Specializing in Rcfrigeratiotj|W 

® 328-8482 W 

^ P.O. BOX 573, Lethbridge, AB \ 


E 


dian fishermen can in¬ 
crease their overall catch 
in relation to increased 
production from new 
projects. 

But our negotiators 
insist that any increase in 
the Canadian catch must 
be agreed to first, before 
any joint projects are 
launched. 

In October, 1985, U.S. 
President, Ronald Rea¬ 


gan and Prime Minister, 
Brian Mulroney signed 
the Pacific Salmon Treaty 
at the Shamrock Summit 
in Quebec City. 

The treaty, however, 
did not cover fishing 
rights on trans-boundary 
rivers that rise in Canada, 
but run through U.S. terri¬ 
tory on their way to the 
Pacific. • 


Merry Christmas from Wi If & The Co-Operaton 

Peace River Seed 
Co-Operative Ltd. 

★ Grass and Hard Seed Cleaners - 
★ Retailers — Wholesalers — Expcitters ‘ 

Phone Rycroft 765-3737 


Christmas Greetings from 
the management and staff 


24 HOURS 

FOOD, GAS & DIESEL 



DOWNTOWN PEACE RIVER 
624-1212 


West 18 Inn 

Roy and Harriet Rogers and staff wish to 
thank you for your patronage in the 
past year and hope to continue to serve 
you and your families. 

Highway 18, Westlock, Alberta 

gf ® 349-5666 
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Tribal Council Consider 
Additional Legal Action 


I by Sandy Armstrong 

The Carrier-Sekani 
Tribal Council is giving 
I serious consideration 
, to additional legal action 
following the recent 
, announcement of an 
agreement on the 
Nechako River water 

Edward John, the 
council's tribal chief, 
said the 13 Carrier and 
; Sekani chiefs have 
already met and given 
authority to proceed 
with the action if 
necessary. 

He noted the council 


had already sued Alcan 
Aluminum, as well as 
the provincial and federal 
governments, for com¬ 
pensation of the land 
surrounding the Nechako 
Reservoir that is used 
by Alcan as part of its 
Kitimat-Kemano project. 

Lawyers for the coun¬ 
cil, who are in the process 
of preparing documents 
for the case, have indi¬ 
cated they are studying 
additional legal avenues 
in light of the recent 
settlement 

John remarked that 
the tribal council has 
very serious concerns 


UMENTS0F C^tstmas Q/ieetuigg 

PLAMONDON 

CO-OP LTD. 

(Norman Gervais - Owner) 


STORE & OFFICE 


1798-37661 1798-37721 


Plamondon, Alberta 


(M 


emetlfo Fam 

Funeral Chapel (msjui 


Q2£_3 113 FL0HAL ARMNKHB* 18 

BOX 1280, BONNYVILLE MONUMENTS 
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regarding the agreement 
between the aluminum 
company and the Depart¬ 
ment of Fisheries and 

“The decision was 
made behind closed 
doors and in total secrecy; 
we weren’t involved at 
all," he said. 

John also noted that 
ranchers and farmers 
in the area have been 
ignored by the decision. 

For quite a long time 
now, the Carrier-Sekani 
Tribal Council has been 
trying to get some input 
into the decision. When 
the issue was initially 
before the courts, the 
tribal council asked for 
party status, and per¬ 
mission to make a pre¬ 
sentation during the case. 
So did a coalition of 
groups, who requested 
intervenor status. 

At first, the groups 
were awarded such sta¬ 
tus, but an appeal by 
Alcan and the Provincial 
Government had the 
earlier ruling quashed. 

John said he had reser¬ 
vations not only about 
the manner in which 
the agreement was 
reached, but also about 
the terms of the 
agreement 

He said the Council 
strongly believes the 
reduction in river levels 
and water flow is too 
drastic. Natives fear 
the move will have an 
adverse effect on salmon 
and other animals depen¬ 
dent on the river. • 


: oAlatwe < 3fainifos 



A Full range of Men's 
Clothing and Accessories 

Exclusive Dealer For 
The Renowned University 
of Tuktoyuktuk Sweat 
Shirts and Jackets 


Y.K. /tall. Box 1445 
Yellowknife 

873-2372 


Box 1396 
Inuvik N.W.T. 

979-3381 
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Activist Upset 
Over Supreme 
Court Ruling 


by Jim Estes 

A well-known victims' 
rights activist believes the 
National Parole Board 
should have the power to 
keep dangerous criminals 
behind bars for life. 

Inge Clausen made the 
remark after a Supreme 
Court ruling in early 
November decreed the 
board could force violent 
criminals to serve their 
entire sentence, instead of 
just serving two-third’s of 
their time in jail. 

Clausen said, however, 
that the decision doesn’t 
go far enough. 

She remarked that 
Canada's mandatory 
supervision system is in 
shambles. 

As a spokesman for the 
2,800 member Citizens 
United for Safety and Jus¬ 
tice, Clausen is demand¬ 
ing mandatory supervi¬ 
sion be abolished. 


Her 15-year-old daugh¬ 
ter, Lise, was strangled in 
1981 by a sex criminal 
out on mandatory super¬ 
in late October, the 
Supreme Court of Can¬ 
ada refused to hear a case 
challenging Ottawa's 
new mandatory supervi- 

The law, enacted just 
last year, allow the 
National Parole Board 
the power to hold dan¬ 
gerous cons until they 
serve out their full 
sentence. 

But Clausen argues the 
Parole Board should be 
able to decide at any point 
to keep rapists and other 
violent hoodlums behind 
bars for the rest of their 

“I don’t think we need 
to lose another life,"she 
said. “If the supervision 
isn’t there, why give peo¬ 


ple a false sense of secur¬ 
ity.” 

The President of the 
B.C. Civil Liberties Asso¬ 
ciation, John Dixon, is in 
support of the court’s 
decision. 

He pointed out the 
right to deny mandatory 
supervision “is a way of 
controlling difficult 
prisoners." 

“We doubt it’s uncon¬ 
stitutional for the parole 
board to refuse manda¬ 
tory supervision on reas¬ 
onable grounds," added 

Ole Ingstrup, Federal 
parole board boss, said as 
many as 80 prisoners 
have been detained under 
the new law. “These are 
people so dangerous that 
we would keep them in as 
long as possible." 

Last year,368ofB.C.’s 
1,300 federal prison 
inmates were released on 
mandatory supervision. • 
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Bridge Link Crutial To 
Band’s Development 


Alcohol 

Consumption 


A bridge link between 
Gabriola Island and 
Cedar has the unanimous 
approval of the Nanaimo 



Free Estimates, Custom 
Painting, Windshields, 
Insurance Claims 


352-0336 

WETASKIWIN 
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Representation 
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Band Councils 
and Native 


CALL 

ANYTIME 

482-3405 

#404 

10216 - 124 St. 
Edmonton, Alta. 
T5N 4A3 


We’re Here 
For You! 


reached i 
decision at a recent 
meeting with the exec¬ 
utive of the Gabriola 
Island Bridge Club exec¬ 
utive. Total agreement 
was reached, according 
to Chief Daniel Jerome 
Brown, by both groups 
on seven specific issues. 

The Nanaimo Indian 
Band, with $18 million 
in investments and self- 
government in mind, 
foresees a foreshore 
marina development with 
investment of $ 10 million 
— and another $7 million 
in residential and com¬ 
mercial enhancement 


on band properties in 
Cedar, and $500,000 
in both aquaculture 
development and animal 
husbandry. 

position that develop¬ 
ment of the bridge net¬ 
work would improve 
the accessibility of our 
properties for commer¬ 
cial and other economic 


must be supported by 




i. The 


The band and the 
Gabriola Island Bridge 
Club agreed on a number 
of key issues, including 
a suggestion from 
Nanaimo MLA, Dale 
Lovick, that any bridge 


HOMELITE 

CHAINSAWS 

CfcAislmas Queetiiigs 



two groups concluded 
that there mustbe a long¬ 
term objective spinoff 
potential for job creation, 
an opportunity for Pacific 
Rim investment, initi¬ 
atives to alleviate unem¬ 
ployment, poverty and 
social problems, and 
support for a bridge — 
regardless of any possible 
short link ferry crossing 
between Gabriola Island 
and the Lower Mainland. 

The two groups also 
call for the no-toll posi¬ 
tion advocated by devel¬ 
oper, Mladen Zorkin, 
who — with the club 
— has been pushing for 
the bridge and short link 


In B.C. Leveling Off 


The Nanaimo Indian 
Band is prepared to 
support the bridge con¬ 
cept at any public hearing 
on the issue, according 
to Chief Brown, and 
the band is prepared 
to lead guided tours of 
the bridge approaches 
for club members. 

The band has total 
support from Zorkin, 
the developer. 

Zorkin said, “I am 
very happy that we have 
the full understanding 
of one of the most con¬ 
scious segments of our 

"They are fighting 
for the economic survival 
of the island.” • 


by John Whitehawk 

British Columbia, the 
province with the third 
highest per-capita alco¬ 
hol consumption, appears 
to slowing down its col¬ 
lective thirst for beer, 
wine and spirits. 

Surveys taken in the 
summer months of this 
year, and last year, show a 
considerable decline in 
the sales of hard liquor. 
The B.C. Liquor Distribu- 
tion Branch surveys 
revealed gin sales were 
down almost 12 percent, 
domestic red wine down 
24.1 percent, and rye 
down 8.6 percent. 

Very few alcoholic 
beverages showed an 
increase in sales, but the 
ones that did made a 
strong impact upon con¬ 
sumers. Coolers of all 
kinds (up 21.2 percent), 
cider (up 21.3 percent), 
and imported beers have 
been hot sellers. But one 
product has stood out 
above all others in terms 
of increased sales. The 
Mexican beer “Corona” 
has shot up an astounding 
138 percent, without the 
benefit of a single adver¬ 


tisement on television and 
radio, or in newspapers 
and magazines. That's 
almost unheard of in 
today's fiercely competi¬ 
tive liquor market. 

Peter Choate, a liquor 
branch spokesman, point¬ 
ed out that while British 
Columbians may be 
drinking different pro¬ 
ducts, they’re not drink¬ 
ing all that much less. 

“It doesn’t matter what 
form alcohol takes, the 
‘absolute liquor’ chart 
(which adjusts alcohol 
levels to determine actual 
quantity) in the report 
compares apples with 


app T t;e’ 


denying, 
however, that liquor con¬ 
sumption is dropping in 
the province. From Sep¬ 
tember 1983 to Sep¬ 
tember 1987, there was a 
drop of 2 million litres, 
from 27 million litres to 
25 million. 

Currently, the Yukon 
and the Northwest Terri¬ 
tories show the greatest 
per capita consumption 
of absolute alcohol per 
year. First among the 10 
Canadian provinces is 
Quebec. • 


Christmas Greetings to the Alexander Band 
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Scientists Bewildered 
By Disappearance 
Of Fish 

by Buck Chasson 


Economic Development 
Part Of Oweekeno Band 
Plan 


Federal fisheries scientists on Vancouver Island are 
totally baffled. An estimated 100,000 salmon vanished 
from Nitinat Lake in mid-November, and nobody can 
tell exactly what happened to the fish. 

The chum salmon could have been killed when very 
blustery winds created a deep wave motion, releasing a 
swell of lethal, ancient water trapped for centuries at 
the lake bottom. 

The question remains ...if the run of 100,000 salmon 
was killed, why can’t researchers find their bodies? 

The manager of federal fisheries for the south coast 
division, Paul Sprout, said 100,000 dead salmon is a 
worst case scenario. He's hopeful there aren’t that 
many dead, by so far no concrete answers have been 
found. 

“There are 100,000 fish that we just can’t account 
for,” Sprout said. “But neither do we have the carcasses 
that would indicate a kill. You would expect to find 
their bodies washing up along the lakeshore, but we 
haven’t found them.” 

Sprout explained fisheries officials were first alerted 
to the problem when chum salmon, held in lakepens 
below the Nitinat River hatchery, began to show signs 
of stress. 

Water tests showed the river contained very low 
levels of oxygen. 

"So we immediately released those fish into the 
river,” said Sprout. They quickly joined some 30,000 
to 40,000 other chum that were already spawning. 

Biologists had earlier taken about 10,000 chum 
from the river to provide the hatchery with almost 23 
million eggs. 

“There is still no sign of them,” Sprout remarked. 
“Really, from this point forward, it'sjust wait and see if 
they show up. and if they don’t show up, we may never 
know why. Was it the lake, or was it that we had been 
over-estimating all along?” 

Steve Hizer, a.fisheries biologist with the Pacific 
Biological Station in Nanaimo, explained Nitinat is a 
rather unusual lake composed of two distinct layer of 
water. The top layer is, for the most part, fresh water 
from the Nitinat River and other streams in the moun¬ 
tainous regions of the west coast. 

The bottom layer is not only low in oxygen, but 
contains high amounts of hydrogen sulfide gas — 
which would effectively suffocate fish. 

Sprout conceded however, that there was a possibil¬ 
ity the fish may have turned back to the ocean when 
they sensed danger. • 
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by Kerry Snider 

For years it has been 
the dream of the 
Oweekeno Band to once 
again have homes that 
reflect the traditional 
and cultural values of 
their forefathers. Several 
months ago the dream 
was finally fulfilled under 
the guidance of BCIT's 
Industry Services 
division. 

Earlier this year, the 
institute was awarded 
a $51,000 contract to 
help supervise the con¬ 
struction of three res¬ 
idences based on tra¬ 
ditional Wakashan long 
house designs. More 
importantly, BCIT pro¬ 
vided training in all 
phases of construction 
to participating band 
members, who now have 
the skills to build these 
houses on their own. 
It’s the first step for 
the band in their drive 


to become more self- 
reliant and financially 
independent. 

Kal Klasen, program 
head of Part-time Studies, 
School of Engineering 
Technologies and 
Trades, was responsible 
for coordinating the 
project and hiring staff 
to teach the program. 
“I believe we were suc¬ 
cessful in part because 
we got the right guys 
up there to do the job. 
The band lives in Rivers 
continued 
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techniques to carpentry. 

“We ran this project 
just like any construction 
firm would,"explained 
Klasen. “We had a very 
structured routine, work¬ 
ing eight hours a day. 
Most Natives aren’t used 
to that kind of regimen, 
but we felt they had to 
follow it if they were 
going to be successful 
in any future endeavors." 

The basic design of 
the homes unite tradi¬ 
tional Native values with 
modern technology. Each 
residence is 36’ x 36', 
and includes a chiefs 

for prayers, and a spa¬ 
cious children’s room. 

“This project is very 
significant because it 
demonstrated we could 
take a concept and bring 
it to reality,” said band 
manager Cliff Hanusc. 
“These houses represent 
an attempt to strengthen 
our cultural identity, 
and to link the past with 
the future." 

Hanusc explained that 
the housing project was 
part of a long-range 
plan to stimulate eco¬ 
nomic development on 


the reserve. “We’re a 
small band so we had 
to innovative. With the 
excellent training we 
received from BCIT, 
we’ll be able to break 
the cycle of economic 
dependence on govern¬ 
ment by establishing 
a number of community- 
based business ventures. 
Our goal is to market 
these houses across Can¬ 
ada, and hopefully in 
other countries. In this 
way we can become 
more self-reliant.” 

Another long term 
goal of the band is to 
bring as many Oweekeno 
band members as pos¬ 
sible back to the reserve. 
Now that a core group 
has acquired these con¬ 
struction skills, they 
can pass on their knowl¬ 
edge to others who need 

Kicking Horse Pro¬ 
ductions, a Vancouver- 
based company, has been 
hired to do a video of 
the project. There are 
indications the Provincial 
Ministry of Education 
may be interested in 
using the video for in¬ 
school curriculm 
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enhancement. 

Just recently, the band 
held a ceremony to com¬ 
memorate the comple¬ 
tion of the residences. 
Klasen said it was a very 
emotional event that 
included a feast, tra¬ 
ditional Native dancing 
and gift-giving. “I think 
these homes will instill 
a new sense of pride 


in the band because of 
the sweat, blood and 
tears they’ve put into 
it. And with the skills 
they’ve learned, the 
Oweekeno should 
become more self- 
confident and self-reliant 
in their quest to bring 
jobs back to the 


ICBC Rates 
To Skyrocket 


The steadily increasing number of claims paid on 
behalf of B.C. motorists, and the increasing costs of 
claims have combined to force the Insurance Corpora¬ 
tion of British Columbia (ICBC) to increase its Auto¬ 
plan premiums for 1988. 

The new rates go into effect immediately on new 
business, and on January 1,1988 for regular renewals. 

The average premium for private passenger vehicles 
will increase by an astounding 22 percent, or about 
$90 more a year. 

Since 1983, the estimated cost of injury-related 
claims have soared by 61 percent to $472 million by 
the end of last year. The cost of repairing vehicle 
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EUBLICATIONS 


damage has increased by 27 percent in the same time 
frame to $290 million. This disturbing pattern has 
continued in 1987, and it looks like it will carry into 
next year. 

Tom Holmes, President of ICBC, said the modest 
increases in the past five years are no longer enough. 
“In the five years since 1982, the average Autoplan 
premium has increased from $345 to $385 — a total of 
only 12 percent It can be noted that in Ontario, in the 
same period, industry estimates suggest that auto insu¬ 
rance premiums have increased by about 65 percent 

“We must face thereality that our driving habits in 
B.C. are not as good as they should be," continued 
Holmes. “The latest Transport Canada statistics show ! 
that B.C. continues to lead the country in the rate of 
injuries and fatalities.” _ 

Holmes went on to say that all of the Insurance 
Corporation’s efforts directed at traffic safety educa¬ 
tion have probably only slowed what would otherwise 
be a catastrophic trend in increased property damage, 
and the tragedy of injury and loss of life on B.C. roads. 

Over the years, the Insurance Corporation’s invest¬ 
ment income has generally matched its administration 
expenses. That allowed ICBC to return virtually all of 
the premiums it received from policy holders in the 
form of claim payments. 

The estimated claim costs for 1986 was a staggering 
$762 million. • 
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B.C. Fisheries Council Earthquakes Shakes 
Upset Over Secret Deal Up Northerners 


by Jim Estes 

The strength of the 
federal Fisheries and 
Oceans Department is 
being eroded, according 
to the Fisheries Council 
of British Columbia — 
and Tom Siddon is being 
irresponsible by not 
speaking out on fisheries 
issues in Native land and 
sea claims negotiations. 

According to Michael 
Hunter, council president, 
the fisheries department 
is failing to meet its 
requirements in the man¬ 


agement of fisheries for 
the benefit of all Cana¬ 
dians. Hunter claims 
Siddon is doing nothing 
to alleviate this problem. 

Hunter said, “We 
understand that claim 
negotiators for the 
Department of Indian 
and Northern Affairs are 
under no obligation to 
accept recommendations 
from the fisheries depart¬ 
ment and have, in fact, 
ignored advice from 

Hunter believes that 
the federal fisheries 
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minister should be taking 
a public stand on issues 
that effect the manage¬ 
ment signed a few 
months ago by negotia¬ 
tors for the Nisga’s Tribal 
Council and the Depart¬ 
ment of Indian and 
Northern Affairs — even 
though it will have far- 
reaching consequences 
for B.C.'s $750 million 
commercial fishing 
industry. 

The Nisga’s Indians 
are guaranteed a speci¬ 
fied share of the annual 
fish catch from the Nass 
River watershed. This 
means that major areas 
important to fishermen 
could be closed in the 
future years to increase 
the number of fish for 
exclusive fishing in the 
Nass River system by 
Nisga's people. 

Hunter said, “We 
believe that all Canadi¬ 
ans, Native and non- 
Native, should be subject 
to the same restrictions 
and rights to fish in 
Canadian waters." 

“There should be no 
discrimination and no 
special privileges should 
be granted to one seg¬ 
ment of society.” 

Hunter finds it deplor¬ 
able that such secret deals 
can be made — secret 
deals that can affect the 
livelihood of thousands of 
tax-paying Canadians. 
Hunter finds it a crime 
that such deals are made 
while most Canadians 


by Sandy Armstrong 

A Vancouver Island 
seismologist says earth¬ 
quake-shaken residents 
in northwestern B.C. are 
very fortunate they live in 
a sparsely populated 

Emergency service 
lines in northwest B.C. 
and parts of the Yukon 
were jammed with hun¬ 
dreds of callers shortly 
after an earthquake in 
mid-November. The 
quake, which shook 
houses and sent residents 
scurrying for cover, mea¬ 
sured 5.3 on the Richter 

Cpl. Murray Smith of 
the Allin RCMP detach¬ 
ment said damage was 
relatively light, “but there 
was a deafening noise 
and shaking which was 
really frightening." 

Seismologist Bob 
Homer of the Geological 
Survey of Canada, locat¬ 
ed in Sydney, monitored 
the quake’s impact. “For 
up to 30 seconds the 
ground shook enough for 
items to be vibrated from 
shelves. The people up 
there are lucky they live 


are not even represented 
in the talks. 

The Fisheries Council 
of B.C. represents major 
commercial fish proces¬ 
sors in an industry 
employing 50,000 people 
in B.C. • 



in such a sparsely- 
populated area and in 
single-storey housing." 

The epicentre of the 
earthquake was believed 
to be near Haines, Alaska. 
Atlin, which sustains a 
population of almost 500, 
is located about 160 km 
east of the epicentre. 

A police spokesman 
from Haines said little 
damage had occurred in 

injured. 

But in Whitehorse, the 
police and the weather 
station fielded hundreds 
of calls, even though there 
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were no reports of injury. 

Horner noted, how¬ 
ever, that if the quake had 
struck in or around the 
city of Vancouver, the 
result could have been 
devastating. 

“At5.3,it was the same 
size as the quake that 
struck greater Los Ang¬ 
eles earlier this year when 
seven people were killed, 
and the damage to build¬ 
ings ran into the tens of 
millions of dollars," he 
added. • 
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South Moresby Not Prepared 
For Tourist Influx 


by Kerry Snider 


The c 


KCpl . 


been givei 


national park for the |han , an „ cipa[ed ." 
South Moresby region of Hajda |n(J]a) 
the Queen Charloltc 
Island is in place — but 
the reality appears to be a 
different matter. 

Tourists have begun to 
arrive in Sandspit — but 
the area just is not ready 
for the influx ofi visitors at 
this point. Many visitors 
have arrived expecting to 
be able to drive to South 
Moresby, unaware it has 


Logging Road Controversy 

Stein Valley Pictographs In Peril, 
Critics Charge 

A logging road through largest rock painting site directly above the paint- 
the lower Stein River Val- in the Stein watershed — ings. It is impossible to 
ley would result in the and a spot that would be prevent the rock from fal- 
reached between Ottawa destruction of nine known wrethced by road construe- ling down and damaging 


ooming, but thee ulti- 
late result will depend 
pon the final figures 


lajorrolein and Victoria in the final Nlaka’pxm rock painting _ 

developing agreement on the South sites, including the third- Ts'ets’ekw, which is 
tourism, despite the fact Moresby Park. A decision largest pictograph panel Nlaka'pxm for "mark- 
that they st : “ “‘ggjgp —‘~ A •*-* " " ' . ... 


national park was seen as 
a major victory for the 
Haida indians and envir¬ 
onmentalists in their 
„ . extended fight with log- 

Such tour.st services , interesls However, 
-ill have to wail until the „ nlil .— 


until the money comes 
:ar ” through, the general feel¬ 
ing of the area will be 


will have 

millions of dollar.' 
marked for tourist devel¬ 
opment are spent. 

An agreement was 
reached in July to create a 

southern part of Moresby has 


Island and nearby smaller 
compared with the Gala- 




traffic dra 

-ally. According to Miles 
iparcu wiin me oata- Richardson , prcsjdenl of 

- - os . Islands ofl Sl > ulh the Council of the Haida 
America because -* —■ 
unique plant and a 


Locals have i 


increased such that a 
tour-guiding service rui: 
by locals has "all the bus- 

l " c ,0 7f - "T*' T incss il can handlc " 

weaver, Claire Menard, ,s Business in lhc area , f 

no exception. Says Men- 
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i final decision will charged. 


free the $50 million 
Queen Charlotte Islands 
regional development 
fund and $30 million in 
park development 
money. 

While the deal has 
been formally signed for a 
national park in the South 


in British Columbia, ings". is located 4.3 km 
/ironment critics have from the trailhead in the 
narrow Stein Canyon 


In drier months, 
clouds of dust would add 
to the desecration. 

It's clear road building 
and rock art don’t mix. 
Increased vehicle access 


a region of the pro- the well-known Devil’: 
e where Indian rock Staircase, 
nits original setting is The setting of Ts'et 
becoming increasingly ’ekw is spectacular, the 

rare, the destruction of face of the cliff is streaked centrations of rock paint- 

these important heritage with thick veins of quartz ing sites in the Interior is 

sites is nothing less than speckled with shiny mica, the “Pictograph Stretch", 

outrageous, they say. The rushing sound of the located along what was 
l industry-sponsored river echoes of the cliffs; once an Indian trail on the 

Moresby region, the impact assessment of her- Painted along the base of north side of the Simil- 

govemment is expecting itage sites, along the pro- the rock wall, for more kameen River, between 

much input from the posed right-of-way, sug- than 100 ft., are 124 red Princeton and Hedley. 


immediate danger < 
vandalism. 

One of the largest cc 


e Haida gests the logging road pictographs. 


This became the Dewd- 


members of th 

Nation. Haida Gwai will not disrupt rock Images include the ney Trail in the 1860s, a 
watchmen currently guard painting sites in the area, famous owl; nine paint- stagecoach route in the 

abandoned Native village The study, which many ings of bouble-headed early 1900s, and finally 

sites, and act as tour believed was totally serpents, including one Highway 3 — until its 

guides for visitors. inadequate, was paid for 3.5 meters long; and a relocation to the south 

Thee Haida Indians by B.C. Forest Products, blessed earth goddess side of the river, 

favor gradual develop- Critics charged Ian Wil- painted high above the . At one time, more than 

ment of the area, accord- son’s survey of the Lower ground. The pictographs 30 sets of paintings could 

ing to Richardson. • Stein Valley conveniently represent some of the be seen along the road. 

missed Ts’Wts'ekw, the most important historical Since 1963, at least ten 

sets of pictographs have 
been buried or blasted 
away by inept highway 
continued 
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crews completing a pipe- 

In addition, the trees 
which surround and pro- 
many of the painted 
boulders were cut down a 
few years ago — expos¬ 
ing the sites to both the 
elements and valdal's 
spray cans. 

The location of the 
Keremenos Creek Site, 
just off Highway 3 north 
of Olalla, was identified 
some years ago by a road- 
. side sign. Within months 
several paintings at the 
site had been chalked or 
chiselled. One large pic- 
tograph was battered in 
attempt to remove it. 


and another was used for 
a rifle target. Beer bottles 
littered the site. 

Concerned about the 
vandalism, some mem¬ 
bers of the Archeological 
Society of British Colum¬ 
bia took down the high¬ 
way sign, only to find it 
replaced a few months 
later. They removed it a 
second time and threw it 
in the bush — where it lies 
to this day. 

These rock sites are 
important not only to the 
Nlaka'pxm Nation, but to 
all Canadians. As world- 
class heritage sites, they 
should be recognized and 
protected as such. • 


Historic Fishing Deal In The Works 
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by Billy Batton 
Senior officials from 
the federal government 
say they are working on 
strategies to conclude a 
historic, province-wide 
agreement of all out¬ 
standing native fishing 
rights claims. 

If such a deal were 
struck, all native organi¬ 
zations west of the Rock¬ 
ies could be guaranteed a 
share of salmon and other 
fish stocks. More impor¬ 
tantly, a deal would settle 
grievances that stretch 
back to the last century. 

Fred Walchli, Ottawa’s 
senior land-claims nego¬ 
tiator in B.C., said the 
government “has to 
establish a process that 
will deal with Indian fish¬ 
ing rights, and do so in a 
manner that is acceptable 
to all Canadians.” 

Walchli made the 
comments during a speech 
to approximately 100 
delegates attending the 
57th annual Native 
Brotherhood convention 
in Prince Rupert last 

Walchli noted an agree¬ 
ment must be reached 
soon. “The offer that I’m 
proposing to you has the 
full support of both Indian 
Affairs and fisheries and 


oceans. Both departments 
want to actively involve 
all user groups, particu¬ 
larly native people, for the 
settlement of these is- 

West of the Rocky 
Mountains, no treaties 
were officially signed 
with native peoples prior 
to colonization, with the 
exception of a small 
number of legal claims on 
southern Vancouver 
Island. As a result, active 
groups have won a series 
of court rulings that have 
supported their claims to 
outright, unsurrendered 
ownership of most of 
B.C.'s land mass, and nat¬ 
ural resources. 

Nisga’a Decision Crucial 

Recent discussions 
with the Nisga'a band — 
the only land claims talks 
currently underway in the 
province — have been 
derailed by the provincial 
government’s refusal to 
participate. 

The province has al¬ 
ways maintained Nisga'a 
territories are, in fact, 
provincial Crown lands. 
They also take the posi¬ 
tion that aboriginal rights 
have never existed in B.C. 

In early December, the 
B.C. government is going 
to court in an attempt to 


prevent a deal between 
the federal government 
and the Nisga’a people. 

Nisga’a chief Rod 
Robinson concedes the 
process is now in danger 
of falling flat. But he 
vowed he will continue to 
negotiate “as long as the 


through right now. It has 
affected my way of living 
and it has affected my 


An interim agreement 
of the fisheries compo¬ 
nent of the Nisga’a claim 
would guarantee the Nis¬ 
ga'a 20 percent of all 
fisheries resources in their 
traditional territories. • 


Display Highlights 
Native Food 


Wild Harvest, a trav¬ 
elling exhibit of B.C. 
Native Indian food plants, 
is on display at the Delta 
Museum and Archives 
until the end of 
November. 

Any discussion of the 
traditional diet of B.C. 
Native Indians usually 
focuses on fish, especially 


salmon. Wild plants, 
however, has been an 
important food source, 
and their nutrition con¬ 
tribution has been grossly 
underrated. 

Research indicates 
that wild plants often 
exceed the nutritional 
continued 


Merry Christmas & Happy New Year To All 

TRAIL BOTTLE EXCHANGE INC. 
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content of their traditional harvest by 

commercially-grown B.C, Native groups, and 

counterparts. how they are preserved 


Wild Harvest is a 
travelling exhibit pro¬ 
duced by the B.C. Pro- 


Through the use of finely- 
crafted models, the dis¬ 
play indentifies the plants 


This display holds 
some delightful surprises. 
The soapberry, for 
instance, can be whipped 
into a pink, meringue¬ 
like froth and eaten as 


Lawyer Questions Will Of 
Government In Land Claims Case 


by Sandy Armstrong 


CASH TODAY! 


Loaned on your vehicle, R.V., Boat, 
Trailer, Etc. 


Edmonton Auto Pawn 

420-0772 


^^en^hristma^o^^u^ativ^amilie^l 


Brentwood Auto Body 

& Refinishinq Ltd. 

*Frc 

* Collision Repair Specialists 

ime Alignment ★ Unibody Repairs 
r Painting ★ Glass Installation 

★ Towing Service Available 


1 

c-j. 

Hours: 

Satu 

r 

k. U 

P" i 

Mon. to Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
rday 8 a.m. to 12 noon 


Peter Grant believes 
the Federal government’s 
handling of a major land 
claims case has put into 
question the seriousness 
with which the Conserva¬ 
tives are dealing with 
aboriginal rights. 

The government has 
continually come out in 
favor of Native rights, but 
their lawyers seem to be 
denying them in court, 
says Grant, one of the 
lawyers representing the 
Gitksan and Wet’suw- 
et'en nations in their land 
claim fight. 

So far, federal lawyers 
haven't conceded much 
to the Natives plaintiffs, 
and are cutting off the 
How of funds for the 
Natives legal claim, says 


Fifty-five Gitksan and 
Wet'suwet’en council 
chiefs who took the pro¬ 
vince — not the federal 
government — to the B.C. 
Supreme Court last year, 
are attempting to reclaim 
about 50,000 square 
kilometres in north- 
central B.C. 

Before the case began, 
the provincial govern¬ 
ment was successful in 
enjoining Ottawa as a 
second defendant. 

The land claim case 
was suspended in Sep¬ 
tember because Natives 
simply lacked the funds to 


riginal rights, “they're 
working hand-in-hand 
with the province of Brit¬ 
ish Columbia," he said. 


le the su 


Grant charged that 
federal lawyers went on 
the attack in court, point¬ 
ing out flaws in the abo¬ 
riginal rights case. 

“They're not saying 
our clients have any abo¬ 


“They could say the 
principle does exist, but 
doesn’t include the Na¬ 
tives’ right to make deci¬ 
sions, for instance, on 
mines and minerals." 

For decades, the B.C. 
government has always 
maintained the province 
does not recognize any 
aboriginal title, claiming 
there’s no proof it ever 
existed. And even if it did 
exist, the province says 
title was dissolved when it 
entered Confederation in 
1905. 

The province has stood 
firm on another crucial 
point. Even if the court 
was to rule favorably on 
aboriginal title, B.C. 


Best Wishes to the Native Families 
from Wayne & Staff at 


WAYNE’S ALIGNMENT 
& MUFFLER 
664-3757 


102 Main Street 
P.O. Box 417, Oyen, Alberta 



Enriching 
the North... 


Canada is blessed 
with extraordinary 
mineral wealth... 
and we believe that 
Canada’s future 
is in the North. 


Merry Christmas 
to all our Native 
and Metis Families 


would still expect Ottawa 
to settle the costs. 

Bill McKnight, Minis¬ 
ter of Indian Affairs, said 
the Natives are making 
false assumptions about 
their federally-promised 
funds for the trial. He said 
Ottawa has already 
kicked in well over $3 
million, and remarked 
that Natives would have 
to raise the rest of the 
funds themselves. 

McKnight also pointed 
out that Natives don’t 
have an open-ended 
budget to count on. He 
said enough funds have 
been contributed to a case 
where, in fact, the govern¬ 
ment itself is the defend- 


Doukhobor 
Woman 
Hanging On 


Doukhobor Freedom- 
ites Tiny Zmaeff, 63, and 
Mary Braun, 67, are still 
in stable condition as they 
continue their hunger 
strike in Matsqui Prison 
in British Columbia. 

The women, convicted 
earlier this year on arson 
charges, have shown little 
change in their physical 
condition, said Dianne 
Brown, a spokesman for 
the Correctional Services 
of Canada. 

Both are surviving on 
water with a little lemon. 
They are also bedridden, 
"and need to be moved to 
and from the wheel¬ 
chairs," added Brown. 

Peter Savinkoff, a spo- 
continued 
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kesman for the Freedom- Braun and Zmaeff are 
ites in Gilpin, near Grand serving an eight-year 
Forks, acknowledged a sentence for arson, a 
"bunch of us were sitting crime they’ve committed 
here, talking, and we just a number of times before, 
don’t know what else we 

can do. People are getting Parole was denied to 
very upset." the women last month. • 
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PARTS CENTRE 
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Season’s Greetings to all our friends & customers 

BOYLE RESTAURANT 
AND PIZZA 

(ALl KHAN - Owner) 

Your Local Restaurant & Pizza Experts 
Specializing in 
Excellent Food & Service 

689-3896 
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Natives To Gain More Control Of Lands 


by Sid Dunston 

Bill McKnight, Minis¬ 
ter of Indian and North¬ 
ern Affairs, has proposed 
amendments to the Indian 
Act regarding taxation. 

The amendments are 
intended to strengthen the 
power of band councils to 
levy property taxes and to 
control development on 
Indian land. 

"What is most signifi¬ 
cant about these propos¬ 
als," said McKnight, "is 
that they are the result of 
the first major Indian-led 
initiative to amend the 
Indian Act. They will 
make further progress 
toward Indian political 
and economic self-reli¬ 
ance. The credit for 
promoting Indian con¬ 
sensus on this initiative is 
due to Chief Clarence 
Jules of the Kamloops 
band, who obtained the 
support of over 115 band 
councils," he added. 

Jules acknowledged 
the hard work and sup¬ 
port of band councils and 


Indian organizations 
across the country, and 
thanked the minister for 


"These amendments 
will ensure that Indian 
bands do not lose any 
jurisdiction on leased 
reserve lands. The bands 
need clear jurisdiction in 
order to develop their 
lands and to work effec¬ 
tively with other govern¬ 
ments," Jules explained. 

The amendments would 
remove the ambiguity 




n the 


Act over legal 
tus of Indian reserve lands 
that has been made avail¬ 
able for leasing. 

They would make 
clear that such land 
remains part of the 
reserve, and is governed 
by most of the provisions 
of the Indian Act. In addi¬ 
tion, band councils would 
have the power to levy 
property taxes and to pass 
by-laws governing such 


Red Deer 
Car Clean 


• Complete Interior & Exterior Cleaning 
• Engine Shampooing & Painting 
• Exterior Paint Compounding & Polishing 

Automotive, Industrial & Agricultural 


• Automobiles • Trucks • Trailers 
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CAL’S SPOUTS 


Sporting Goods tor All Seasons 


Husqvoma Saws 
Agriculture 4 CapterpHler 
Hydraulic Service 
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in order to safeguard the 
interest of non-Indian 
rate payers living or own¬ 
ing businesses on leased 
reserve land, and who 
cannot vote in band elec¬ 
tions, band taxation sys¬ 
tems would be required to 
include appeal procedures. 

The amendments would 
also remove the outdated 
requirement that cur¬ 
rently exists in the Act 
that bands be declared to 
be in any 'advanced state’ 
before they can pass by¬ 
laws related to money 
matters. 

Also proposed is an 
Indian Taxation Advisory 

the assumption of these 
new power, and to advise 
the Minister of Indian 
Affairs and Northern 
Development on the 
approval of band taxation 
by-laws. 

Consideration is also 
being given to substitut¬ 
ing the term "designated 
land" for the term pres¬ 
ently used in the Indian 
Act to describe leased 


Indian reserve land, 
“conditionally surren¬ 
dered land”. The new 
term would avoid the 
inaccurate and mislead¬ 
ing idea that Indian inter¬ 
est in reserve land is "sur- • 
rendered" when it is 
leased for develop- 
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Native Brotherhood Ready 
To Bargain 


Government Boosts Program 
For Runaways 


by Jim Estes 


Negotiations to control 
native fishing licenses on 
the West Coast will begin 
shortly. At a Native 
Brotherhood convention 
held last week in Prince 
Rupert, delegates agreed 
to start negotiating with 
fisheries officials in a 
scheme that would gov¬ 
ern as many as several 
hundred native fishermen. 

But even before talks 
begin, the brotherhood 
would like to see about 
350 fishing licenses 
returned to native com¬ 
munities who had pre- 


In a speech to dele¬ 
gates, Newman believed 
natives in B.C. may have 
lost more than $500 mil¬ 
lion in earnings over the 
past twenty years. 

Back in the late sixties, 
then fisheries minister 
Jack Davis introduced a 
complicated boat-buy¬ 
back and flect-ration- 


cod and abalone. 


by Rod Lefevre 


The brotherhood, how¬ 
ever, is about to confront 
a powerful adversary in 
the recently-formed 
lobby group, the Pacific 
Fishermen’s Defence 
Alliance (PFDA). 


Under the plan, some 
Indians sold their boats, 
while others had their 
licenses pulled because of 
obscure fisheries regula¬ 
tions and procedures. In 
addition, a number of 
Indians retired from the 


PFDA, an industry- 
supported alliance of 
fishermen all along the 
West Coast, is headed by 
Paddy Greene. The group 
believes native fishermen 
already have more than 
their fair share of the 


Claude Richmond, 
Minister of Social Servi¬ 
ces, said more than a 
quarter-million dollars 
will be added to this 
year’s fiscal budget of 
$ 1.7 million — for servi¬ 
ces dealing with youths 
on the street. Three more 
street workers are now 
employed in downtown 
Vancouver, and another 
has been hired in Victoria. 

Richmond estimated 
there were at least 500 
runaways roaming the 
street of both cities, with 
nowhere in particular to 


tum. The expanded street 
program will now be 
known as “Reconnect”. 

The government of 
British Columbia has 
decided to put more 
money into services that 
will keep kids off the 
street, and hopefully pre¬ 
vent them from joining an 
increasing number of 
runaways involved in 
prostitution and drug 

“The biggest job is to 
reconnect these kids with 
society and with their 
families, if possible,” he 
said. “We want to put 
more workers on the 


street before the street 
gets to the kids." 

Several months ago, 
Richmond spent two 
nights strolling the streets 
with social workers to see 
for himself just how bad 
the problem was getting. 

“The Attorney-Gen¬ 
eral’s ministry, health, 
education, and all social 
service ministries will be 
involved. Health, for 
example, will provide a 
mental health worker." 

The program will be 
expanded to smaller 
communities throughout 
the province in the next 
fiscal year. • 


viously lost them c 
past two decades. 

Edwin Newman, pres¬ 
ident of the brotherhood, 
said the negotiations arc 
at least a “beginning”. He 
remarked that the broth¬ 
erhood “had suffered a 
great deal as Indian peo¬ 
ple because of the loss ol 
licenses." 


sell. 


Expansion Plans 

The native fishing 
organization wants to see 

issued, and hopes to break 
into modern — even high 
lech —methods of harv¬ 
esting species like shrimp, 
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Assembly Of 
First Nations 
Seeks Health 
Care Control 


B.C. Premier Says Natives Won’t 
Dictate How Province Is Run 


by Ennis Morris 

Officials for one of 
Canada's largest Native 
groups, the Assembly of 
First Nations, say they 
would do a better job than 
[the government if 
allowed to control their 
.own health care services. 

Phil Fontaine, vice¬ 
chief for the Manitoba 
contingent at a recent 
conference in Montreal 
said they could do no 
worse than the govem- 
has done and that 
lost situations a lot 
better” because he says 
he feels they are now “at 
the bottom” (of the pile) 

> far as control goes. 

The sponsors of the 
three-day conference, the 
Assembly of First 
Nations, represents over 
330,000 Indians. 

Konrad Sioui, the vice¬ 
chief representative from 
the Province of Quebec, 
said that the government 
should transfer control as 
means of cutting down 
n financial debts to the 
government. He said that 

CN 

Spraying 

Halted 

A stay of execution 
as been ordered on 
Canadian National Rail- 
'ay’s permit to spray 
"ordon 101 along its 
ight of way between 
smithers and Terrance 
i north-central British 
Columbia. 

The decision, 
innounced last month, 
epresents a limited 
actory for Robert Brown 
>f the Skeena Society 
o Oppose Pesticides, 
well as a number of 
Native bands. 

At the special hearing 
>eld in Terrace, panel 
chairman, Ian Hayward, 
bid CN to explore pos- 
lible alternatives to 
control brush growth 
n certain areas along 
*s right of way, rather 
■ban resort to the use 
)f unproven 

chemicals. • 


the level of health care 
was poor and that “much, 
much more money” 
would be needed. 

Jake Epp, the federal 
Minister of Health says 
that the local authorities 
would still be answerable 
to Ottawa if the transfer 
goes through. 

The only Indian con¬ 
trolled hospital in Canada 
today is in the Mohawk 
community of Kahna¬ 
wake, located just a few 
miles south of Montreal. 

Once the new transfers 
go through the doors 
open a bit more in the 
area of Native self- 
sufficiency and self- 
determination. • 


by Sandy Armstrong 

The top gun in British 
Columbia politics is 
marching to his own tune 
—and nobody, appar¬ 
ently, can stand in his 

Premier Bill Vander 
Zalm recently announced, 
in conjunction with the 
approval of limited log¬ 
ging in the Stein Valley, 
that he is not about to let 
the concerns of Native 
Indians slow thee eco¬ 
nomic development of 
the province. 

The granting by the 
provincial government of 
limited logging in the 
Stein Valley has envir¬ 
onmentalists concerned 
that an area of pristine 
beauty will be lost for¬ 
ever. 

Lytton Chief, Ruby 
Dunstan, has said the 
band was never consulted 



We Wish You All 
A Very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 
from all the Members of 


PR #46 ROYAL 
CANADIAN 
LEGION 

Fort Macleod, Alberta 


Vander Zalm used his 
monthly radio talk show 
to warn Indians that no 
minority group would 
dictate how the province 
develops economically. 
The show, from Robson 
Square in Vancouver, was 
televised for the first time 
by a local cable company. 
The show featured an 
audience of 200 who 
applauded Vander Zalm 
and heckled a group of 
angry questioners. 

Vander Zalm — to 
cheers from the audience 
— said, “If every lime we 
tried to do something for 
economic development in 
this province we required 
the approval of Native 
indians, we'd be in real 
trouble.” 

“Native Indians," the 
premier continued, "are 
not the majority, and we 
can't have a minority 
group dictating to us how 
we develop economically 


in this province." 

Environmentalist, Col¬ 
leen McCrary, faced the 
jeers of the partisan Rob¬ 
son Square crowd when 
she challenged Vander 
Zalm’s remarks. McCrary 
was loudly booed for 
questioning Socred policy 
of allowing logging and 
mining in some B.C. 

McCrory voiced the 
concerns of the Lytton 
band when she said, 
“Native Indians arc not 
just a minority group — 
they were here first and 
have to be consulted." 


On another issue, 
Vander Zalm said he’d 
soon appoint a tough 
administrator “to clean 
up the Workers Compen¬ 
sation Board appeals pro¬ 


activist, Norman Wrig- 
glesworth's call, for 
harsher penalties against 
people whose cigarettes 
start fires. However, 
Vander Zalm said, even 
pipe smokers like himself 
"find it hard to quit a 
filthy habit." • 


ROCKY TURBO 


845-2166 




All types of welding 
873-2522 

Yellowknife,N.W.T. 


Get Into Business! 

Begin Your Business Career Now 

(7teeoe& 08,C 

“WHERE THE EMPHASIS IS ON SUC 



REEVES BUSINESS COLLEGE LTD. 

P.O. BOX SI. 511S ■ «e SI, Uoydmlnslar, Alla. SSV OX* 


























92 


Alberta Native News December, 1987 


Spotlight on B.C. Spotlight on B.C. 

Youth Program An Adventure 
Of Mind, Body and Spirit - 


by Jim Estes 

Just last year, Stein 
Rediscovery was estab¬ 
lished to put youth back 
in touch with themselves 
and their environment. 
The program was launch¬ 
ed to serve the needs of 
children from Lytton, Lil- 
looct, and Ml. Currie, but 
youngsters of all ages and 
nationalities arc eligible 

The program is an 
adventure of the mind, 
body and spirit from start 
to finish. All teen sessions 
begin and end their two- 
week odyssey with a 
three-day hike. The 


excursion includes an 
exciting mountain des¬ 
cent on one of the many 
beautiful mountain passes. 
The trip will also take the 
teens through the lower 
river canyon to Litton. 
This 80-kilometer tra¬ 
verse of the watershed 
has a remarkable way of 
bringing individuals out 
of themselves and into the 
group. 

The Rediscovery base 
camp, located near the 
confluence of the Stein 
River and Cottonwood 
Creek, offers experiences 
very different from the 
rugged wilderness adven¬ 


ture of the trail. Each day 
in camp begins with a 
“rabbit run” through the 
forest, and a "bird bath” 
in the cold river before 
breakfast. 

Operating as a family 
unit, everyone helps in the 
camp shores of woodcut¬ 
ting, water hauling, dis¬ 
hwashing, as well as sup¬ 
plementing the camp diet 
through fishing and wild 
food foraging. 

Each day offers a var¬ 
iety of educational expe¬ 
riences outside the camp: 
forest appreciation, alpine 
ecology, survival skills 
training,orienteering, 
wild plant identification, 
wildlife studies and much 

One of the features 
which most distinguishes 
the Stein Rediscovery 


program from other wil¬ 
derness camps is the role 
Native elders play in 
teaching traditional crafts 
and skills. They lead 
classes in the art of weav¬ 
ing spruce root and cedar 
baskets, as well as wood 
carving, medicinal plant 
use, Indian tanning and 
leathercraft, and Native 
cooking. 

Nowhere is the role of 
the elders more important 
than in preparing youth 
for the solo vision quest. 
From the vow of fasting 
and silence to the ritual 
cleansing in the water, to 
the final purification in 
the sweat lodge, the teens 
can learn much through 
the elder’s guidance. 

With so many positive 
reports about the Redis¬ 
covery program, it would 


Band Members Protest 
Queen's Authority 


The Queen of England may be a worthy figurehead 
to most British Columbians, but she doesn’t have many 
friends in the Native community. During the Com¬ 
monwealth Conference in Vancouver, held last month, 
thee Queen was a walkabout when she heard Natives 
defiantly accuse her of sealing their land. 

The complaint was one of the few heard when the 
thousands of her subjects had a chance to see the 
Queen close-up. 

The drumming of aboriginal protestors echoed 
through the Robson Square Courthouse while the 
Queen officially granted the province a coat of arms. 
About 25 placard-waving members of Lil’wat tribe 
remained outside. 

The Queen appeared surprised when the Indians 
confronted her and Prince Phillip as they walked into 
the bright fail sunshine. 

“We claim ourselves to be still sovereign," said band 
spokesman. Ray Pierre. "We say we are not subject to 
the Queen or Premier Vander Zalm." 

Pierre noted that by giving royal assent to the coat of 
arms, the Queen was assuming sovereignty over land 
belonging to Indians. The Lil'wat claims title to a 
sizeable portion of land in central B.C. 

Pierre said his band has refused to negotiate with 
either the federal or provincial government because 
they claim never to have given up ownership of the 
land in treaties. • 





Spotlight on B.C. 


be very unfortunate if the 
logging road went ahead. 
The area to be logged 
includes part of the pro¬ 
gram’s base camp. • 



Booklet Helping 
Women Look For 
Work 


In addition to covering all the bases when looking 
for a job, a recently published book encourages women' 
to create their own business and find employment in 
non-traditional areas. 

The 32-page booklet, entitled “How To Find A Job” 
was conceived and written by the Women’s Directo¬ 
rate of the Yukon government as a response to the 
needs of Yukon women. 

“We got a fair number of women stopping by in the 
office asking for information," noted policy advisor, 
Pat Byers. “So we decided to put something into their 
hands directly.” 

Work began on the booklet last winter, which fea¬ 
tures information on the basics such as the job search, 
resume writing, covering letters, interview techniques, 
how to start your own business, and volunteering. 

At the back of the book is a comprehensive direc¬ 
tory of local agencies and resources that can help 
women attain their goals. continued 
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“A lot of information (in the booklet) is generally 
useful to both women and men." 

But there is additional information which is espe¬ 
cially valuable to women, such as financial expecta¬ 
tions, the working parent, sex-role stereotyping and 
harassment. 

The minister responsible for the status of women, 
Margaret Joe, said women wanting to re-enter the 
workplace after taking time out to raise a family, "and 
those looking for their first jobs, will find this booklet 
especially useful," 

“It will help women assess their skills, abilities, 
interests and experience, and it will help familiarize 
them with the Yukon job market in both traditional 
and non-traditional jobs," added Joe. 

About 1,000 copies of this free booklet are available 
at various places in Whitehorse, and in community 
learning centres, librairies and Native band office 
throughout the Yukon. • 


Native Soldiers 
Honored In France 

A group of 15 Canadian Indians held traditional 
rights on Rememberance Day at a windswept ceme¬ 
tery in Dieppe, France to honor their dead from two 

Two Indians from New Brunswick, one from 
Manitoba, and a dozen from Ontario travelled to the 
beaches of Normandy to remember Native people who 
were killed in the war. 

At Dieppe, they held an early morning ritual at a 
Canadian cemetery that began with lighting a fire, and 
then burning tobacco and food. 

“This symbolizes a feast offered to the souls of the 
dead to help them on their way," said Joe Morrison, an 
Ojibwa from Fort Francis, Ontario. 

World War B Native veterans were particularly 
upset about the treatment they received from the feds 
after the war. White soldiers obtained grants of $6,000 
to buy plots of land in the West, while the most Natives 
received was $2,200. • 




Turmoil In 
Clam Industry 

A war in the clam industry is beginning to boil over 
in a tiny B.C. community. 

Diggers in Lund, about 25 kilometers north of 
Powell River, clashed in early November with immi¬ 
grant Vietnamese diggers, who were accused of harv¬ 
esting undersize clams. 

The local claimed the Asian diggers menaced them 
with sharp clam rakes, while chanting “kill, kill, kill". 
Townspeople also said the out-of-town diggers threw 
rocks and bottles. 

RCMP and fisheries officers, who arrived on the 
scene shortly after the melee broke out, did not make 
any arrests. 

Kip Slater, Nanaimo district supervisor, noted that 
fisheries officials have laid charges in the past against 
Vietnamese diggers. But he added that they now seem 
to be "getting the message". 

Diggers from other coastal towns have also com¬ 
plained about the immigrants. But Slater conceded that 
“what it all boils down to is the Vietnamese arc very 
efficient, hard-working, and diligent, and process 
much more efficiently. They start at one end of the 
beach and work their way down." • 


^eMij Otslmas to all ike ,j4tbedo TJamfs" 
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Chinook Salmon Catch Way Dowr 

by Billy Buck mission extremely wor- 

An incredible decline ried. 
in this year's catch of chi- Experts believe a low 

nook salmon in Georgia survival rate of hatchery 
Strait has the federal fish, combined with over¬ 
fisheries department and fishing practices, are 
the International Pacific likely reasons for the 
Salmon Fisheries Com- continued 
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crash in the salmon catch. 
And they believe the poor 
figures could have a 
severe impact on the B.C. 
fishing industry. 

Several weeks ago, the 
International Pacific 
Salmon Fisheries Com¬ 
mission met to discuss the 
problem. 

Observed Carl Wal¬ 
ters, resource ecologist 
with the University of 
British Columbia’s (UBC) 
zoology department: 
“I’ve been pointing out 
for some years that chi- 
nook stocks in Georgia 
Strait arc declining, but 


this year it's disastrous — 


“We did our first anal¬ 
ysis almost a decade ago, 
and predicted some 
decline, but it’s worse 
than we ever expected. 
We said the total stock 
would be down by half in 
10 years, but now it’s 
about 80 percent from a 
peak in 1979." 

Brian Riddell, a federal 
fisheries officer in charge 
of salmon stock assess¬ 
ment, said this year’s ceil¬ 
ing for salmon in the 
Strait was 275,000 fish. 



MW RENTALS LTD. 
594-2555 
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Christmas Greetings 
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CAN ATI VE HOUSING 
CORPORATION 
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Edmonton, Alberta 
i T5B 0G6 
Phone: 471-2560 
471-2561 


Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year 

Bowker Pontin 
& Knaak 

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 



Commercial trailers were 
alloted about 50,000, 
while sports fishermen 
were expected to take the 

“However, we expect 
the final catch by the end 
of the year to be only 
170,000, with 130,000 
for the sports fishermen 
and 40,000 for the 


trailers,” said Riddell. 

Riddell also indicated 
the sizeable decline could 
be the result of over¬ 
become very public very 
soon," he predicted. “We 
have let stocks slip to the 
point where it will be hard 
to work co-operatively to 
build them back up.” • 


Meny Christmas 
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"Your hometown food store” 
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& Heating Ud. 
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HOBBEMA GLASS 
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Wishing You and Yours a Merry Christmas 

P.O. Box 779, Hobbema, Alberta 

Phone: 
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• Custom Windows • Sunroofs 

• Windshields • Custom Mirrors 

• Commerical & Residential Repairs 

PROMPT & COURTEOUS SERVICE 
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Court To Rule On 

Confidential 

Sources 


by John Whitehawk 

The Supreme Court of Canada has reserved deci¬ 
sion on whether to hear an appeal that could determine 
if reports can protect the identities of their confidential 
sources. 

Constitutional guarantees of freedom of expression 
might dictate that reporters do in fact have the right to 
hide the real names of some sources of information, 
argued a lawyer for the Edmonton Journal. 

“The role of the reporter is as a surrogate of the 
public to exercise fully the freedom of speech and 
expression,” Journal lawyer, Alan Lefevre told a panel 
of three judges. 

“To encourage the robust exchange of critical 
comment, to excite, exhort, to antagonize, to report; all 
of this depends on a free flow of information,” he 
said.'he case of protecting intimate sources was 
brought before the courts by the Edmonton Journal, 
who are attempting to overturn a ruling from the 
Alberta Court of Appeal. That court ordered Marilyn 
Moysa, a Journal reporter, to testify at a hearing into 
unfair labor practices. 

Earlier this year, the Appeal court ruled reporters 
have no special rights under the Constitution, or under 
common law, to refuse to reveal their sources. • 

Feds Lay Out Strategy 


Ottawa hopes to nego¬ 
tiate native self-govern¬ 
ment agreements on a 
band-by-band basis 
across the country, said 
Bernard Valcourt, minis¬ 
ter of state for Indian 
Affairs. 

The Mulroney regime 
sees self-government as 
taking a different form 
for each band that may 
want it, he said. 

“1 can see as many dif¬ 
ferent forms of self- 


government as there are 
bands in the country. 
They will be negotiated 
one by one, according to 
what their needs are." 

Valcourt said alterna¬ 
tive funding agreements 
give bands more control 
over how their money is 
spent, such as the right to 
transfer money between 
programs, and the right to 
redesign programs to fit 
their own needs. • 
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TO ALL THE NATIVE BANDS 

MANUFACTURERS OF 
FORMULATORS OF CLEANING & 
SANITIZING COMPOUNDS FOR: 

, JANITORIAL SERVICES • BOTTLING & PACKAGING 
. INDUSTRIAL SERVICES SERVICES 

► VEHCILE WASHES 

484-5641 

16671 • 113 AVE., EDMONTON 


ig You a Very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year_ 


ERMINESKIN 
Garments and Crafts 


• Custom Made Jackets ji'tffl 

• Home-tanned Moccasins 

• Home-made quilts and blankets 

• All soits of beadwork 

• Pendleton Jackets & Blankets 

• Ribbon Shirts & Dresses 

• All Work Done on Premises 

_ 585-3750 


Native Artists Determined to 
Educate Art Buyers 

...stress difference between real art and cheap copies 


by Melvin Sharpliead 

A process of educating 
art buyers is being carried 
out quietly by two of 
Canada’s top Native 

Jane Ash Poitras and 
Joane Cardinal-Schubert 
are doing their bit to let 
potential collectors know 
that machine-produced 
copies are not the same 

paintings and prints 
editioned by the artist. 

Both accomplished 
and well-trained painters 
and printmakers, they are 
quick to point out that 
there are dealers who are 
not above passing off a 
reproduction created by 
photographing it and 
running it off on an offset 
press as a “print". 

Poitras says a lot of 
people think they are 
purchasing fine art and 
they are exploited by 
people who take Indian 
art and make machine 


copies and sell them for 
many times what they're 

She is also critical of 
those “art dealers" who 
take on aspiring young 
Native artists, place them 
in city apartments and 
pay for their expenses, 
then demand they pro¬ 
duce great quantities of 

She says such dealers 
are as bad as pimps 
because they overcharge 
for the service, and 
exploit both the customer, 
and the artist (who may 
be prostituting his or her 


it). 

Such a situation is sad 
for the artist, she says, 
because often he is mea- 
gerly paid off and dis¬ 
carded when he has done 
enough work, and 
because he has no control 
over what happens to his 

Cardinal-Schubert 
says this art exploitation 


has become a real prob¬ 
lem in recent years. She 
hopes that she and Poitras 
and other artists, by 
giving lectures and 
spreading the word at 
their own exhibitions, can 
make people more 

She says this exploita¬ 
tion is more of a horror 
story in the east than it 
is in the west, a story that 
has been known in the art 
community more than 
among the general public 
because the general 
public doesn’t read art 
magazines. 

She advises buyers 
only to buy from reputa¬ 


ble dealers, and to be 
wary of so-called limited 
edition prints because 
they may actually be 
cheap reproductions. 

Poitras adds that it is 
often difficult to track 
down such dealers 
because they move 
quickly from city to city. 

Citing the extensive 
exploitation of Inuit 
artists, Cardinal- 
Schubert notes that 
Native artists are partic¬ 
ularly susceptible to this 
scam because they are 
eager to make a sale, yet 
arc often lacking in 
knowledge of how the 
system works. • 



SEASON'S GREETINGS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


ROBERTSON - WESLEY 
UNITED CHURCH 
9-i23 st. 482-1587 


Jim) Oislnos to oft lie Jlolliie <80x18 

For All Your Construction Needs 
1 CALL WILL DO IT ALL! 



With Branch Offices Throughout Alberta To Serve You 




RivTow Equipment Ltd. 

Coneco Division 


Calgary i 253-6411 Grande Prairie * 532-9410 

Ft. SL John * 785-8161 Ft. McMurray * 791-0616 

Edmonton * 451-2630 


T^AiUt/noA rOw/z/ffd 

SFlom t/tt-and- < $owci£ ofr 


HIGH 

^ LEVEL 

926-2201 
Town Office 

BOX 485, HIGH LEVEL, ALBERTA T0H 120 


Merry Christmas & A Prosperous New Year to all 
our Native & Metis Families 


| Mackenzie Court Workers Services 


All office addresser and telephone numbers 
will remain the same. 


873-3678 ie 873-6571 ☆ 920-2822 


Head Office - Box 2706 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. X1A 2R1 









































Map lobe anb peace ligfjt 
pour toap tfj in fcfjnatmafit! 

^ke^: A/lomaA cAbtaAm 

^omd, ’Afajff be cMembeu 

FROG LAKE BAND 

® 943-3737 

General Delivery 
Frog Lake, Alberta TOA 1M0 




ALL INDIAN NATIONS 

. 77/m m /At• tAu/Jor (//rt/ uh/'/o/Ax 
HI- AAr f.-t/ttrtti/A, 

:77tr w Wf o/ifU /Ait/A uA t ,tt/ 

f At/ u///bo ■vrA/wt .nr 
. (m/ .n> /Am (iAfM//MM t/trr/tm/ .V Ar/r 
I ft/A /Aout/A/.S tt/tt/(O mAu-.W /Ot> 

. (ttt/ u Am /< i Jttrt/ Atom mm A i/ mntm 
. /(> Atr/> i/t /ottrA mt/A t/t>tt 

. !ferry (ft/ vaY/aum 
ffia/bfo „ 1 eu> A/eur 

from 

CHIEF: Clifford BigPlume 
The Council and Administration 

SARCEE NATIONS 

281-4455 

3700 Anderson Road S.W. 

Calgary, Alberta 
T2W3C4 




PLANNING + TEAMWORK 
+ ENTHUSIASM FOR A JOB 
WELL DONE = SUCCESS 

The business team at Peace Hills Trust, Canada's premiere native- 
owned financial institution, understands the competitive arena of 
financial planning 

And, we know that financial success 
takes more than just good luck... 

We're a young and enthusiastic team and our full-financial services 
were planned with the needs and potentials of our clients in mind. 

We’d like to be on your team. 

□ Deposits □ Minors Trust Accounts 

□ Loans □ On-Reserve Housing Loans 

O Moit^ges □ Assets Management Services 

□ Cash Management Program □ Seniors' Pension Services 
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